Deuteronomy III  Make No Treaties
The Book of Deuteronomy stresses the idea of covent-loyalty or covenant-based love.
The Hebrew word for this is hesed.  God is making a covenant of mutual love, faithfulness—of loyalty—both with Israel as a group, and with the individual Israelites.  God is loyal to his covenant, and he wants us to be loyal to him.
Theme verse in Deuteronomy.  The “shema.”  Deut 6:4-5 (and 10:12-13)
Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is One. Love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul and with all your strength.
Deuteronomy consists of three kinds of material:
Law
Story   It is the story of Deliverance,  Guidance through the Wilderness, Rebellion, learning to rely on God, and Preparing to Enter. Theology through story. 
Exhortation   In Dueteronomy there are many “therefore do this” sort of things.  Last week’s version of this was 1. Hear   2. Obey   3. Love.
Last week we looked briefly at Deut 4, whose content is principally story.  Do not forget the great things God did for you at Horeb, and, for that reason, hear and obey.
Then we looked at Deut 5 and a review of the Law—specifically of the 10 Commandments
Then we looked at Deut 6 with its exhortations.
The first of these was for us to Hear!!!!
Love the Lord your God!!!  The greatest commandment is to have a loyal, covenant-based love for a God who has, reciprocally, loved us with the same covenant love.
He told us to bind those words in our minds and on our hearts.

He told us to remember what God has done, and to not be like the Israelites at Massah, when they refused the command from God to go up and take the Promised Land.   The taking of the land is both a command and a promise.
Today:  Deuteronomy 7.  The title of our lesson is “Make No Treaty.”
Deut 7:1-6  Destroy them totally and make no treaty with them.
In this scripture, the Hittites, Girgashites, Amorites, Canaanites, Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites are symbolic of the sins that God has forgiven us of.
They are the ones preventing us from fully inheriting the Promised Land, and from living in a secure place of relationship with God. 
Note that there are seven nations, just like there are seven sins that God hates  Proverbs 6:16-19.
God does the forgiving.  God does the driving out.  God removes our heart of flesh…   God already had promised he would drive out the seven nations.  He has already gone ahead of them to clear the way!
That is part of his loyal, covenant love.  It is what he has done for us.
But what is our part in this loyal, covenant-love.  This hesed.
He expects us to totally destroy and to make NO TREATIES with our former idols and sins.
It is our “job” to maintain holiness.
1 Corinthians 1:2  To the church of God in Corinth, to those sanctified in Christ Jesus and called to be his holy people.   This is a matter of already but not yet.
God has made us holy.  But he expects us to take our part in covenant love—to live a life of holiness.
Holiness = Sanctification =  Keeping apart from those things which defile.
Deut 7:2  When they enter the Promised Land, God will deliver them from these nations.
But… He required them to completely destroy then. Show them no mercy!!!  Wow!!!  That is radical!!!
That is how God wants us to deal with those things in our lives which tempt us toward sinning.
Matthew 18:7-9   If your hand causes you to sin, cut it off.  If you eye causes you to sin, gouge it out.
Does God really mean this?
Put it this way, is it in fact true that it would be better to enter heaven with one less hand than to go to hell?    Yes!!!   So in this sense it is to be taken literally.
Aside:  How can a loving God call his people to commit warfare in his name?
A few points on the subject:
1. If you are not bothered by this on some level, I am worried about you!
2. The argument assumes that physical death is bad/evil.  This is a false assumption.  Sin is evil but death is not.  Death is a transition, hopefully, to something better.
3. This is the Creator talking here.  Like the father said to his kid:  I brought you into the world, and I can take you out!  God has every right to do as he wills—including to judge the Canaanites, Perizzites, Hittites and so forth.
4. There is the issue of the religion of the Amelekites, Canaanites and others.  Sacrificing of children, worshipping gods by having sex with a prostitute in the temple, etc.
5. The situation for the children in this situation was hopeless.
6.  In the case of Amelek and other Canaanites, both God’s love and his justice demanded that something be done.
7.  Either God was going to create a nation or he was not.   If God is going to have a “people,” then such people must have a physical land and must have an army. 
	a. God’s plan is to choose a man, a place, a nation, through whom to send a savior.    God’s plan to bless humanity through Jesus trumps all else.
	b. It is sinful to take the life of another in anger, out of greed or selfishness, but it is not necessarily sinful to take a life in war.
9.  Everything God did to Israel as a nation was to limit their ability to wage war.
	a. No authority to establish an empire or to take offense outside the Promised Land.
	b. No standing army.
	c. No cruelty, no abuse, no rape,
	d. Captive slaves were to be freed after 7 years, and slavery is not inherited by children.

Deut 7:2   No treaties.  Do not compromise with the world.  Do not find common ground, when it comes to sin!
Deut 7:3  Do not intermarry with them.
So, what do I do with those sinful influences which are still there and in my face at times?
v. 5 Break down their altars.  Smash their sacred stones, cut down their Asherah poles and burn their idols in the fire.
Q: Are there any altars you need to break down?
Are there any sacred stones you need to smash?
Are there any idols you need to burn?
What are they?  What will you do?
If you study 1,2 Samuel and 1,2 Kings, Israel stubbornly refused to do this.
They worshipped God.  They (mostly) stopped the actual worship of foreign gods, but they refused to wipe out all remnants of their foreign worship.  They kept those high places, and even worshipped God there.  This came back to bite them again and again.
How many times did God tell the Jews to tear down their high places?
Why?  It always comes back to why?
v. 6  Because you are a holy people.  A covenant people.  A people dedicated to God.
Deut 7:7-11   Here is why!!!  V. 8  Because he loved you.
Do you get it?  God loved you.   v. 8 He kept the oath.  He was loyal to his commitment to you.  He observed hesed.
v. 9  He keeps his covenant of love.  Here is that theme for the nth time.
But…  v. 10 those who break hesed covenant loyalty hate him and they will repay for their rebellion   (tough words, but…)
Deut 7:12-16  Here is how it works.  Here is God’s end of the covenant relationship.
If you do your part, God will certainly do his part.  This you can count on.  
As sure as the sun will rise tomorrow, God will keep his covenant of love, and he will bless abundantly those who do so as well!!!!!
v. 16  Q: Are there any snares in your life?   Destroy them!!!
Deut 7:17-26  God’s amazing promises!!!!
v. 17  If you are tempted to doubt, remember what God has already done.
Don’t fear man.  Fear God!!!
Luke 12:4-5   Do not be afraid of those who kill the body, and after that can do no more.  But I will show you whom you should fear: Fear him who, after your body has been killed, has the authority to throw you into Hell.  Yes, I tell you to fear him!
He freed Israel from slavery.  He parted the Red Sea, he raised Jesus from the dead.  He can do for you as well.      v. 19  You saw with your own eyes what he has already done in your life.
God is teaching through story.
v. 19   The trials, but also the victories. Because of God’s “mighty hand and outstretched arm.”    
v. 18-19  He already has.
v. 20-24  And he promises that we will do so in the future.
v. 25  So let us make NO COMPROMISES with sin.  None!!!  Don’t even give the tiniest foothold.  Remove that app.  Throw away that ___________.   Don’t even enter that bar or that casino.  Do not go to that dorm room.  NO!!!  Do not go to that web site.  NO!!!   Smash it.  Destroy it.  Burn it.
v. 21 do not be afraid!
v. 22 God will drive out the sin in your life if you depend on him. 
v. 25-26  He reminds them of the 10th commandment.  Do not covet.
Q: Have you coveted the things of the world?   1 Jn 2:15   Do not love the world or the things of the world.
Sin comes down to this.  It is like Adam and Eve.  God gave the everything they needed, but what God had for them was not enough.  They wanted more.
Do not covet the things of the world—either the blatantly sinful things, or the things which are not necessarily sinful at all, but which are potential idols for you.  Destroy them without mercy.  Make no treaties with them.  Do not intermarry with them.  
Don’t date them—either metaphorically or literally.
Why not?  v. 25!  They will ensnare you.
Because these things are detestable.
Be holy as I am holy says the Lord God.   Leviticus 19:2 Leviticus 20:7   Leviticus 20:26   1 Peter 1:16
We are set apart for eternal life v. 26    But these things are also set apart.  They are set apart for destruction.
Regard these ensnaring things as vile and utterly detest them—even the ones which are not sinful per se, but which you know will entrap you.
Illustration:  Think of something which is truly vile and detestable.  Picture that thing. It is a thing which will cause you to retch and perhaps even vomit.
I think of a latrine I was forced to use in Mongolia.
I think of the compost I emptied last week, with it wreathing ball of maggots.
Think of those enticing things in this way!!!!
Summary:
When it comes to sin and even temptation, God’s exhortation is this:
Make no treaties.
Make no compromise.
Break down the altars
Smash the sacred stones.
Be holy as God is holy and 
Treat them as vile and detestable things.
Then you will be what God already sees you as—a holy and sanctified people in Christ.
