Deuteronomy V (Deuteronomy 10:12-12:14)  Summing it Up
Theme of Deuteronomy :  Hesed.  Covenant love.  God has done his part.  He has been faithful to us in every way.  He has loved us.  He has made us holy.  He wants to bless us, but we must do our part.  We must be faithfully obedient to him.  We must have a loyal, covenant-love for him.
Theme verse in Deuteronomy.  The “shema.”  Deut 6:4-5 
Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is One. Love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul and with all your strength.
Deuteronomy consists of three kinds of material:
Law
Story   It is the story of Deliverance from slavery in Egypt,  Guidance and Protection  through the Wilderness, Rebellion and disobedience in the Wilderness, learning to rely on God, and Preparing to Enter. Theology through story. 
Exhortation   In Deuteronomy there are many “therefore do this” sort of things.  
Last week:  Advice to Disciples
What is the purpose of this admonition?
v. 1  1. So they can live and prosper (blessings in this life)
2. So that they can enter the Promised Land
v. 2  Q:  What is God’s method to bless us now and to get us to heaven?
He humbled you!!!  He tested you, to see if you would obey him—to see if you would rely on him when the rubber meets the road.   
When tested, will you obey God’s commands?  
v. 3  How did he humble them?  By causing them to hunger and thirst, and then giving them manna and water from a rock.
Memory verse:  Deut 8:3  He humbled you, causing you to hunger and then feeding you with manna, which neither you nor your ancestors had knowns, to teach you that man does not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes from the mouth of the Lord.
God’s strategy to bless you, both now and to get you to heaven:  Teach you to rely on him.  Complete reliance on God, not self. 
v. 4   Your clothes did not wear out and your feet did not swell these forty years.
God gives you miracles every single day.   We need to remember this.  
8:12-18  When God blesses you, do not become satisfied and take credit for your accomplishments.   
Remember where you came from!
This week:
Moses is summing up all he has already said before going into Ch 13-27:8  A re-telling of the Law (most of which we will skip)
First, a very brief stop in Deuteronomy 9  As they are in Northern Moab, looking across into the Promised Land, God reminds them:
Deut 9:3  God goes before us into Merced, onto our campuses “like a devouring fire.  He will subdue our enemies and drive them out. (by helping them to come into obedience to God and to be saved).
But one more time, he admonishes us:  Deut 9:4-6  God will do great things both for you and through you, church, but not because you are so awesome.  Remember that!!!
Deut 10:12-13  And now, Israel, what does the Lord your God ask of you?
Listen up!!!
1. Fear God.
2. Walk in humble obedience to him.
3. To show hesed/covenant love to Him.     This is not rocket science.  If only we could remember this!

Deut 10:14-15  Do you have any idea how blessed you are???
The God who created the highest heavens chose you!!!!!!!
You are the elect!
Did you deserve this?  Did you earn this?
Did Israel appreciate that they were God’s chosen people?  Do you?
Sometimes…  But other times they were prideful and felt that they were superior to other nations.   Not so much that they deserved their salvation, but that they were better than the lost.  (I am talking about myself)
Exactly!   We can be the same.   You are not worthy!  God chose you nevertheless.
So…  Do two things:
1.  Deut 10:16  So, circumcise your hearts.   What does that mean?
God’s admonition to you today:  Circumcise your hearts.
To circumcise is to cut off.  To remove.  Remove what? Remove my heart?   V. 16 Your prideful, arrogant, self-congratulating heart.
Colossians 2:11-12.  Your whole fleshly self was cut off when you were buried with Christ in baptism.
Having undergone a circumcision of the heart, what does God, therefore, expect of us:
2. Deut 10:17-22  So, when God blesses you, remember to treat outsiders as God treated you.
God shows no partiality.  So you do the same.  Sure, he chose you, but he wants to choose EVERYONE.  Everyone, in principle, can be of the elect.    Gay, trans, drunk, conservative, liberal…
Therefore…  Defend the cause of the orphan, the widow, the single parent, the poor, the homeless.
Defend the ones that others choose not to defend.
And love the foreigner—give them food and clothing.   A rare thing in the current political environment.
In one sense all non-Christians are foreigners, but…
“Foreigners” have been in the news a lot lately.  Some ungodly rhetoric has been used toward them.
v. 19, 22  You yourselves were foreigners in Egypt.
Deut 15:4   but then  Deut 15:11.  Also Deut 15:12-15 Free slaves because you were slaves.
You were a sinner, so love the sinner.
You were a slave, so love the slaves.
You were a foreigner to God’s people, therefore love both the spiritual foreigner, and the literal foreigner.
Deut 26:1-12  My father was a wandering Aramean (Abraham)
v. 8  The Lord brought us out of Egypt!, and gave us this rich land—this blessed Christian life.
Put aside the 10th to take care of the Levites, the foreigners and the orphans. 
Q: Do you appreciate what God has done for you?  Then…. Have you put aside a “tenth” to take care of the Levite, the foreigner and the orphan.
also Deut 14:28-29  “satisfy” the foreigner, the fatherless, the widows.  Make them feel accepted, loved and taken care of.
Then God will bless you.  Q: Do you want God to bless you?
Deut 11:10-15  The life God is giving us is not like it was in Egypt, where we had to work to produce a crop.
v. 11  No, it is a place where God regularly pours out blessings.  God will care for you.  His eyes will continually be on you.
v. 13  So exercise hesed.  Faithfully and loyally obey God and love him.  Serve him.  Trust and Obey.
Deut 11:26-32    Very dramatic!!!!   God is going to get their attention.
God/Moses is setting before us today a stark choice, by going up on Mt. Gerizim and Mt. Ebal.   (Joshua 8:30-35)
Obedience and blessings.
Disobedience and curses.
Go up on Gerizim and Ebal.
Which of these do was, as Christians tend to declare more:  the blessings of belief or the curses of unbelief?
Something to think about.
Deut 12:1-3  A reminder:  Destroy the high places, break down their altars, smash their sacred stones, burn their Asherah poles, and cut down the idols.  Wipe away their names.  Do not even mention them again.  Radical repentance.
One last point before Moses starts a second reading of the Law:
Deut 12:8-11  Follow my decrees on worship.  It is no free-for-all—not everyone doing as they see fit.  God is a God of order, including in our organization, our planning and our worship.  We march in step—not like an army, but like a family who work together for God’s purposes.

Summary:
What does God want of you and me?
1. Fear God.
2. Walk in humble obedience to him.
Remember how truly, wonderfully blessed we are that God has chosen us out of all the world, but remember, it is not because we were so awesome to begin with.
To that end:
Circumcise your heart    and
Take care of the disadvantaged—especially the foreigner, both the literal foreigner and the spiritual foreigner. Treat others as God treated you when you were a foreigner and a slave.

One last point:  Deut 13:1-9    Be careful of what you believe and teach.   1 Tim 4:16.  Watch your life and your doctrine.  Be diligent in them, for if you do so, you will save both yourself and your hearers.

v. 3 Do not listen to or follow anyone who teaches unbiblical things.  Even if they perform miracles, or do great works, do not follow them.
Keep his commandments.    “The Lord told to tell you…
This happened 1.5 years ago.  “I have a prophecy for you…  God told me to tell you…
What does God say?  V. 8  Do not yield to them or listen to them.
Show them no pity!
Deut 18:14-20  A messianic prophecy (not about Muhammad!)
One note from the 2nd Law section:
Deut 22:9-11  Is about not mixing with the profane.  It is about holiness.  It is about purity.  Make strong distinctions between the holy and the profane.
