Deuteronomy VI
Blessings and Curses

Theme of Deuteronomy :  Hesed.  Covenant love.  God has done his part.  He has been faithful to us in every way.  He has loved us.  He has made us holy.  He wants to bless us, but we must do our part.  We must be faithfully obedient to him.  We must have a loyal, covenant-love for him.
Theme verse in Deuteronomy.  The “shema.”  Deut 6:4-5 
Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is One. Love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul and with all your strength.
Last Week:   Deut 10-12 Summing it up
What does God want of you and me?
1. Fear God.
2. Walk in humble obedience to him.
Remember how truly, wonderfully blessed we are that God has chosen us out of all the world, but remember, it is not because we were so awesome to begin with.
To that end:
Circumcise your heart    and
Take care of the disadvantaged—especially the foreigner, both the literal foreigner and the spiritual foreigner. Treat others as God treated you when you were a foreigner and a slave.
Today:  Deuteronomy 27-29  Blessings and curses
A few brief points from Deut 12-26  A second reading of the Law
Just read Deut 12:3   Remember Deuteronomy 7  We need to deal radically with sin.
Deut 12:8  It is no free-for-all—not everyone doing as they see fit.  Americans are particularly individualistic and do not like being told what to do.  
It is not that we need to be told what to do, but God is a God of order, including in our organization, our planning and our worship.  We march in step—not like an army, but like a family who work together for God’s purposes.
Deut 13:1-9    Be careful of what you believe and teach.   1 Tim 4:16.  Watch your life and your doctrine.  Be diligent in them, for if you do so, you will save both yourself and your hearers.
v. 3 Do not listen to or follow anyone who teaches unbiblical things.  Even if they perform miracles, or do great works, do not follow them.
I am not talking about minor issues like how often we share the Lord’s Supper, but major issues such as who Jesus is, and how one is saved.
v. 2 In this case:  Let us follow other gods.
Keep his commandments.    “The Lord told me to tell you…”
v. 3  Don’t listen to that person.
Something like this actually happened on campus at UCMerced.
This happened 1.5 years ago.  “I have a prophecy for you…  God told me to tell you…
v. 4  Keep his commands
v. 6   Even a family member…
What does God say?  V. 8  Do not yield to them or listen to them.
Show them no pity!   Change that to “show their false teachings no pity.”
I took a bit from Deut 14, 15 about loving the poor, the needy and the foreigner.   Remember, you were slaves.
Deut 16:14 Be joyful at your festivals… celebrate…
Deut 18:14-20  A messianic prophecy 
v. 15   A prophet like Moses. From among Israel   (definitely not Muhammad)
Note 18:16  Let us not hear the voice of the Lord our God, not see his great fire any more, or we will die.    This reminds me of John 1:18  No one has ever seen God (luckily!), but God the only Son has made him known.
God here says in the future he will speak to his people and they will see him in the one like Moses.
What will Messiah be like?  He will be a prophet like Moses.
Remember all the ways that Moses is a prefigure of Christ?
A king wanted to kill him when he was a baby
Left the palace, and the right hand of the king to save Israel
40 years in the wilderness to prepare for his ministry
Let them out of slavery in Egypt
Baptized into Moses
Gave them bread
Gave them water
Met with God on Sinai/Mt of Transfiguration

Jesus truly is a prophet like Moses, but he is so much more!

v. 18 He will tell them everything I command him  John 12:49  “For I did not speak on my own, but the Father who sent me commanded me to say all that I have spoken… Whatever I say is just  what the Father has told me to say.”

v. 19  So… Let us listen to the words that God spoke through Jesus.

One note from the 2nd Law section:
Deut 22:9-11 
Do not plant two different seeds in your vineyard (Leviticus 19:19 Do not plant your fields with two kinds of seed, do not mate different kinds of animals)
Do not yoke an ox with a donkey
Do not wear clothes of more than one material (ex: wool and linen)
Is about not mixing the holy with the profane.  It is about holiness.  It is about purity.  Make strong distinctions between the holy and the profane.     
We are a holy people. We are a set-apart people.  We are distinct in many ways, and we need to be willing to maintain that distinctness.
“Be holy as I am holy.”   Lev 21:8  1 Pet 1:16
2 Cor 6:14 Do not be yoked with unbelievers.
Now, our text for the day  Blessings and Curses.
Remember Deut 11:26-30  Repeated in Deut 27:2-4  I am setting before you today blessings and curses.    Proclaim on Mt. Gerizin and Mt. Ebal.    

BTW Israel actually did this in Josh 8:30-34

So…  We will do a dramatic reenactment.
At the end, I will ask you what you noticed about the blessings and the curses.
Michael Aguilar will read Deut 28:1-14
John Oakes will read Deut 28:15-29, 36-57, 64-68

Notes on these blessings and curses
1. It is notable that the curses are much longer and, arguably, more dramatic and intense than the blessings.
At the end of the Gerizim/Ebal readings, people probably primarily remembered the curses.

The blessings:   
These blessings are conditional.   “If you fully obey the Lord your God and carefully follow all the commands I give you today.

These are physical blessings, primarily.  For us the blessings are primarily (but not only) of a spiritual nature.

v. 4   These “fruit of the womb” and “crops” may represent helping people to be saved.

I love v. 8  God will bless everything you put your hand to.

The curses:
Much of this is the simple converse of the blessings.

Ex. V. 17-18   Your life will produce no fruit.  You will have an empty life, with no true fulfillment.

v. 47  How did you end up in this bad place? Because you did not give thanks for the blessings he showered on you.  Because you took credit for yourself and you forgot where your blessings came from. 

v. 49-57 This is literally what happened to Samaria in 722 BC and to Judah in 586 BC.     
In the siege of Samaria the desperate people actually resorted to cannibalism.  2 Kings 6:26-29

Next week:   God’s plan for us to be able to keep his covenant.

If time:  Deut 30:1-6  Amen.

Summary:
We were reminded to radically put away the things that tempt us to sin.
We were reminded to listen to our leaders and to move together as a united people, not “everyone doing as they see fit.”

We were reminded to obey God’s word and to not listen at all to those who teach falsely on the key matters of theology and salvation.

We were encouraged about a cool messianic prophecy

We were reminded to be holy and to be careful how we conform to and are yoked to the world

We were reminded of the amazing, spectacular, wonderful blessings which come to those who are faithfully loyal to God.
But we were also terribly and horrifyingly warned about the consequences of not keeping faithful to our covenant with God—of not maintaining hesed.

