New Beginnings Devotional
Welcome to a new semester at MC and UCM.
We want your experience to be very fulfilling and fruitful.  
Now is a time to create a vision for what God will do for and through you this semester.  So…   New Beginnings.
God specializes in new beginnings.
2 Cor 5:16-19    If we are “in Christ, we are a new creation.  The old has gone. Behold! the new has come!
God is a God of new creation and new beginnings.
We get a second chance at life (example of the woman in Boulder)
[Jesus: Don’t pour new wine into old wineskins. Matt 9:16-17]
But for us, every day and every semester is another opportunity to begin anew in God.
Old Testament:
Every year the Jews had their “Day of Atonement.”  The slate was wiped clean, at least as far as outward sins is concerned. 
The scape goat “Azazel” was sent out into the wilderness.
(Of course, they had to do this year after year, symbolizing the weakness of the Old Covenant sacrifices, but…. It shows that God wants to create new beginnings for us.
Then…
Every seven years the Jews had their Jubilee Year.  Also time for a New Beginning.  Leviticus 25:1-7 Sound the trumpet on the Day of Atonement for a year of rest.   Deuteronomy 15:1  At the end of every seven years you must cancel debts.  Deuteronomy 15:12  All slaves were to be set free at the end of 7 years.
God did now want his people to carry their sins and mistakes forward.

Ps 90:12  Teach us to number our days.
We do not want to get into a rut or to misuse the time God has given us.  What can you see God doing through you, and when will you change direction to make that happen?
What will you do with this year/this semester?


New Testament

Rev 21:5   This is God’s way.  He makes everything new.  We can have a taste of that today.   Being made new is an already but not yet thing.
James 4:13-17  Your life is a mist.  We should always ask what is God’s will.  As you plan for a new beginning, be sure to ask what God’s will for your life is.

Isaiah 43:19-21   New beginnings   Forget the former things; do not dwell on the past.  See, I am doing a new thing!  Now it springs up; do you not perceive it?  I am making a new way in the wilderness, and streams in the wasteland.
God wants to put a “stream” in your life where there is currently an appearance of “wasteland.”
God: “I provide water in the wilderness, and streams in the wasteland, to give drink to my people, my chosen, the people I formed for myself, that they may proclaim my praise.”
What is that wasteland you need to put behind you?
Academic mistakes.
Ungodly relationships.
Family drama.
Let’s put those things behind us and move forward.

Discussion Questions:
1. In what area of your life would you like a new beginning this Fall?

2. What steps can you take to get started?
