Deuteronomy VII  Decisions, Decisions!
Theme of Deuteronomy :  Hesed.  Covenant love.  God has been faithful to us in every way.  He has committed to covenant love.  He wants to bless us, but we must do our part.  We must be faithfully obedient to him.  We must have a loyal, covenant-love for him.
Theme verse  The “shema.”  Deut 6:4-5 
Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is One. Love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul and with all your strength.
Last Week: Deut 27, 28 Blessings for obedience and curses for rebellion.
Notes on these blessings and curses
1. The curses are much longer and, arguably, more dramatic and intense than the blessings.
At the end of the Gerizim/Ebal readings, people probably primarily remembered the curses.

2. The blessings are conditional.   “If you fully obey the Lord your God and carefully follow all the commands I give you today.

These are physical blessings, primarily.  For us the blessings are primarily (but not only) of a spiritual nature.

Today:  Decisions, Decisions.
Deut 29:1   A renewal of the covenant at Sinai.
It includes the laws in Deut 12-26
It includes the blessings and curses of Deut 27-28.

Deut 29:2-8 (skip) A recounting of the story of passing out of Egypt, and passing through the wilderness.

Deut 29:9-15 (read this) This is the covenant.

This reminds me of Luke 9:62  You are about to put your hands to the plow.  Are you absolutely sure you understand what we are talking about.

Deut 29:16-28 (skip) A review of the curses in Deut 28 and a warning

Deut 29:29   Final conclusion of Deut 1-29.   Before the apex of Deut 30.

There is mystery, much of which has been revealed in the New Testament (Col 2:2-3, Eph 1:9-10, Eph 3:4-6),   

The nature of the kingdom of God which was revealed by Christ, and the joining together of Jew and Gentile.

But, even now, there is mystery.  We cannot fully know.  1 Cor 13:12.  Now we know in part, then we shall know fully.  At the culmination of the ages.
It is fun and interesting to speculate on what heaven will be like, the fine details of trinity.

But Moses reminds us to focus on what we do know.  Let us focus on the Scripture, understanding it and obeying it.  

Like Paul said, “That, too, God will make clear to you, only let us live up to what we have already attained.”   Phil 3:15-16.

Let’s be busy about putting into practice the things we already know for sure.   

Deuteronomy 30 is a stand-alone summary of Deut 1-29   
It is a bit like Matthew 28:18-20
Or Acts 2:8
Or John 21:17 Feed my sheep.         This is Moses’ “Great Commission.”
 
Deut 30:1-10 Blessings and curses.
No matter how far you have gotten from him, no matter how “dispersed” you have been from him;
v. 2 If you return to the Lord and obey him…
v. 3  God wants to restore you to him.  He wants you to become part of the remnant.  He wants you to be family.
v. 4  The good news.  No matter how far from him you find yourself.  Like the Prodigal Son…  In a pig pen.
v. 5  He will bring you back into his “land” (for them, physical, for us his Kingdom).
v. 6.  He will do to you what he told you to do to yourselves in Deuteronomy 10:16, which is to circumcise your heart.
This is what happens when we are baptized.
v. 9  God will again delight in you!  prosperity and joy. Awesome!
v. 10  The only requirement is that you obey the Lord your God and keep all the commands in the Bible.  And love the Lord your God with all your heart (v. 6)
Deut 30:11-20
v. 11  What I am asking you to do is not too difficult.
	You do not have to cross the ocean or ascend into heaven.
To be on Mars or Venus.  To climb Mt. Everest.  
Well, what is he asking us to do?
v. 6, 16  Love God with all your heart.   Well, that is hard to do!
ALL my heart?  Yes,  ALL your heart!!!
v. 16 Walk in obedience to him.  Obey all of the laws he has given.  
ALL the laws ALL the time?    Yes!
Well, that is hard to do.
Which is harder?  To love God with all your heart, or to fully obey all of his commandments?
(discuss this with your neighbor)
OK.  I have to love him with ALL my heart.
AND  I have to obey all of his laws all the time.
I am overwhelmed.  That seems too hard.  It DOES seem to be beyond reach—to be “beyond the sea.”    You may as well ask me to find it on Mars.    (Alice Cooper: Might as well be on Mars)
But he said it is not hard.
No!  v. 14  It is right there.  It is absolutely attainable by you, today!
Well, how does that work?
v. 15-18
v. 15 Life and prosperity or death and destruction.  A very stark choice.
Who would choose death and destruction?  No one
Correct Answer:  Almost everyone.
But… are they choosing it?    By not choosing, they are choosing.
v. 18  destruction.    Which will it be for Israel?  Which will it be for you?
OK.  Two approaches.
1. I literally cannot change my heart. So I do the right thing (obedience first), and hope he will change my heart.
I will act my way into a better way of feeling.
2. I wait until my heart is there (heart first).  I pray that God will help me to have the correct feelings of love.  Then I will be able to fully obey him.
“I don’t want to be a hypocrite.”   If my heart is not fully in it, I will not “fake it until I make it.” (heart-wise)
I will feel my way to a better way of acting.
Deut 30:17-18 But if your heart turns away or if you are not obedient, you will be destroyed.
ARRRRGGGGG!  You told me it was not too difficult!  Help me out, Moses.  Now I am really overwhelmed.
So which is it? Do I feel my way to a better way of acting, or do I act my way to a better way of feeling/heart?
Moses’s solution:
Re-read Deuteronomy 30:19-20
Moses, God, what must I do so that I can, at the same time, love God with ALL my heart, and fully obey all his commandments?
v. 19 Choose!  Choose life.  Make a decision.  Decide now.  Put your hand to the plow.   Go off the end of that diving board. Faith!
I remember that decision 46-1/2 years ago.  Think about your decision to put your hand to the plow and not look back.
Do I act my way to a better way of feeling (obey in order to give my heart)
Or Do I feel my way to a better way of acting (get my heart right, then do the right thing?
Neither.  Decide.  Choose your way to a better way of feeling and acting.
It is kind of like a successful marriage.  Choose today who you will serve (Elijah)…
v. 20 THEN you will be able to love God  AND  obey him.
Then he will bless you and prosper you, and then both your actions and your heart will be transformed by God.
So, if you are not yet saved, this is what God is putting before you today:  Choose life!   Jump off that diving board.  Do not wait until every possible doubt is solved.  Do not wait until you have overcome every possible sin.   Choose life!
Disciple: What change do you want to make for God today?
My heart is not there yet.   I am struggling to consistently obey.
Choose life!!!  Then you and your spiritual children as well will live.
Summary:   Today, the summary is very simple:
God is calling you to love him with ALL YOUR HEART.
God is calling you to come into full submission to him and to obey him.
What should you/we do?
Choose life.                                Let’s sing, I have decided….
