`1 Peter I   (1 Peter 1:1-2)
Elect Exiles
1 Peter is a general epistle, meaning that it is written to the churches generally, not to a specific church with a specific immediate situation.  (unlike Paul, whose letters were “occasional letters” to specific churches and situations),
It is for all Christians at all times.

The author is the apostle Peter.  Those who doubt this are mostly trouble-makers who prefer a controversial choice, such as Silas (1 Peter 5:12), or who doubt that Peter could write in such good Greek.

Which is absurd, as Peter lived in Galilee, where Greek culture and language were endemic.  It is very likely that he was bilingual, even in his youth.  He had lived for many years in Asia Minor, where Greek was the principal language.   

Specifically, it is written to “God’s elect, exiles scattered in the provinces of Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia and Bithynia.”

These are churches Asia Minor/Turkey, where Peter had recently been serving as a elder.

Setting:  Peter is in Rome.  1 Peter 5:13  “She who is in Babylon”, which is a metaphorical way to say “in Rome.”  Rome is the new Babylon (Revelation)
He is with “my son, Mark” the author of Mark, and, according to all the church fathers, the “interpreter” of Peter.

The date is about AD 62-63.  Paul had been in prison in Rome, but had been freed.  He would return within a year or so.

Both Paul and Peter were martyred in Rome about AD 64-65.
1 Peter is a “pastoral letter.”  Meaning that it is written by an elder who is shepherding his flock.  1 Peter 5:1-4   To the elders/shepherds among you, I appeal as a fellow elder.

The purpose of the book, then, is not primarily for evangelism, but to see to the spiritual health of the church.  In fact, its principal concern is the holiness of God’s people.

Themes of 1 Peter:

There are two principle themes.  It is debatable which is the chief theme.

1. The call to holy living in Christ.   Not as in-your-face, but when you read 1 Peter, you see that it is in mind with nearly every verse of 1 Peter.     (Holy 8 times.  Righteousness/Righteous/Right 8 times)
2. The Christian response to suffering and persecution.   This is the more obvious theme.  It hits you in the face when you read 1 Peter.

Theme passage:

1 Peter 4:19  “So, then, those who suffer according to God’s will should commit themselves to their faithful Creator to do good.
Here we see the two major themes.

Themes in 1 Peter:

I. The glory of God.    (glorious, glory, glorify 11 times)
II. The sovereignty of God.    Both in our salvation and in our daily lives.     Trust in God based on his sovereignty.  Our world view.
III.  The suffering of Christ.     For our salvation and as an example for us.
IV. The suffering of Christians.    1 Peter 1:6   All kinds of suffering and trials.   Persecution, but other kinds of trials as well.   Inevitability of pers. and suff., opportunity to give glory to God, opportunity to learn to rely on God.   Resultant blessings on us.
V. The call to holy living.     In 1 Peter, our primary evangelism/witness comes, not from preaching, but from our holy lives (1 Pet 2:18-20 workers to bosses, 1 Pet 3:1 wives to husbands, 1 Pet 3:15-16 apologetics to unbelievers/critics)
Outline:   Unlike other NT books, 1 Peter has no obvious outline.  All of the themes are emphasized in every chapter.  The themes above ARE the outline.
So…

If you have either had to deal with significant persecution or other form of suffering and challenge to your faith, 1 Peter is for you.

Or…

If you have had some struggle with sin and with the continued call toward holiness in your Christian life, 1 Peter is for you.

If you are doing awesome spiritually, and have had very little persecution and suffering in your life, 1 Peter might not be your favorite book.         But you can still get a lot from 1 Peter.

Let’s get started.     1 Peter 1:1-2

Who is Peter?   Apostle of Christ.   Peter is writing with the full authority of Christ.
Who are we? We are elect exiles   We are scattered elect exiles.
Elect/specially chosen            aliens/strangers/exiles/foreigners
Who am I?  I am an elect exile.
…of the dispersion is a reference to the Jews, but, to Peter, all disciples are children of Abraham, and are therefore part of that dispersion.

Exiles = parapidemos   near/beside/other-walkers   Those who are only passing through.  Temporary residents.     Not immigrants!  Not putting down roots.
1 Pet 1:17  Life as foreigners  paroikious  (other-homed, exiles)      
1 Peter 2:11 As foreigners paroikous (other-homed) and exiles parapideimos.
Hebrews 11:13  foreigners and sojourners   xenoi and parapidemos
There is a pattern here.
What does it mean?

We are strangers.  We do not fit in.    We are inescapably different.
My passport says I am an American, but it is wrong.  I am a Christian.

Phil 3:20  Our citizenship is in heaven.   We are citizens of the Kingdom of God.  
My king, my president, my prime minister is Jesus.

My constitution is Matthew 5-7

Our foreignness lies in our ethic.

Blessed are the poor
Blessed are the mourners

Blessed are the meek

Blessed are those who thirst for holiness  (a big topic in 1 Peter)
Blessed are the merciful

Blessed are the pure in heart

Blessed are those who make peace

Blessed are the persecuted  (a big subject in 1 Peter)

My bill of rights is 1 Corinthians 9

Paul:  I have many rights as an apostle, a teacher, as the one who planted this church, to be paid to preach.
1 Cor 9:15  But I did not use any of these rights.  I have made myself a slave to everyone to win as many as possible.
We do not put down roots here.  Jesus, “My kingdom is not of this world.”  John 18:36.
Q: Is your kingdom of this world?

Where do you put your treasures?

Who do you pledge your allegiance to?

The Christian life is like living on a bridge.  We are exiles from the world.  We are sojourners.  We have not yet reached our home.

Are you willing to stick out like a sore thumb?  Are you willing to be a “fool for Christ”   Like Noah or Noah’s wife?
Our distinctness/foreignness/alienness is not of the clothes we wear, or the food we eat, or the homes we live in.  It may not even be of the music we listen to.

Our alienness, our parapideimousness is in our ethic, in our goals, our purposes, our commitment to holiness, to mercy, humility.
Is your foreignness clear?  Are you willing to be different?

Are you willing for people to give you funny looks?  Are you holier-than-thou?        So, we are exiles, sojourners..

But we are elect exiles.

Elect.  elektos   Chosen.  God looked in Cappadocia and chose you!
God looked throughout California and sent you to UCM so that he could call you out into his kingdom.

God set times and places for you, so that you would “seek him and perhaps reach out to him, and find him…  (Acts 17:26-27)
v. 2  chosen by God’s foreknowledge  (not his Calvinistic predestination… his foreknowledge)
He chose you!!!   He knew you long before you knew him.  He loved you when you did not love him.   He said, “I want you.”
How?  V. 2  By his Holy Spirit.

The Holy Spirit is going before us, choosing those who will be willing to believe.  Our job: to find those people!

For what?  To be sanctified—made holy, to be obedient to him, and to be saved (sprinkled with his blood).  
Grudem:  for “a life lived in daily obedience and forgiveness.”
Or  “a life lived in accordance with God’s will and continually cleansed from sin by the blood of Jesus.”
A life of sanctification/becoming more and more like Christ and forgiveness for our falling short of perfect holiness.

Q: How does it feel that God chose you!   He put his eye on you, he called you, he sent someone into your life, and he brought you into the kingdom of the son he loves.
The rest of 1 Peter

Because you are the called-out elect, chosen sojourners/aliens/strangers, this is my call as an apostle of Jesus Christ to you.   

1 Pet 1:3  A living hope is one which is not only alive, but is growning.
What is the source of this new birth?  It is the resurrection.

Summary:

Peter identifies us as scattered elect exiles.
We are exiles parpideimous.  Our kingdom is not of this world.  We are by nature, different.  We do not put down roots.
We are elect.  We were choses by God’s foreknowledge and for his purposes.  

Q: Do you believe that Jesus was raised from the dead?

What do we hope in?   An imperishable  and unfading inheritance.

The Jews’ inheritance:  The Promised Land.  Our inheritance: the future, imperishable, undefiled, unfading life in the Kingdom of God.  The Promised Land was none of those things!!!
BTW, right now we are now living in exile from that kingdom.  For us it is already but not yet.
v. 5  That inheritance is waiting for you.  It is “kept” for you.

v. 6.  That inheritance is “ready to be revealed.”  
Jesus said “I go to prepare a room in heaven for you.”  Well, guess what, the room is already built, painted and just waiting for you to walk in.   Not for “us” but for “you.”     Like in the dorm.  Your name is already on the door (and you will not have to share the room).
“ready to be revealed”   It is like a curtain in a theatre, ready to be drawn.

This is our present reality!

1 Peter 1:6   The present earthly reality is not so rosy.  It is not all puppy dogs, pony tails, peaches and cream.  

But, because of these things, you can rejoice, even in the greatest of trials.

Q: Is that true of you?  Or is this just an ideal toward which you need to grow?

These trials are “just for a little while.”   (like maybe 5 years)

v. 7  In fact, these trials are one of the greatest gifts God has to offer you in this life!!!

There is a gold bar.  Right there.  Just waiting for you!  It is a trial!

What is this gold bar?  It is a faith proven genuine by trial.

Illustration:  As a somewhat young Christian, like 5 years, I asked God to send me trials, as my Christian life had been too easy.

