`1 Peter II   (1 Peter 1:3-16)
A Living Hope

Themes of 1 Peter:

1. The call to holy living in Christ.   (Holy 8 times. Righteous 8 times)
2. The Christian response to suffering and persecution.  .

Theme passage:
1 Peter 4:19  “So, then, those who suffer according to God’s will should commit themselves to their faithful Creator to do good.
Here we see the two major themes.

Themes in 1 Peter:
I. The glory of God.    (glorious, glory, glorify 11 times)
II. The sovereignty of God.   
III.  The suffering of Christ.    
IV. The suffering of Christians.    
V. The call to holy living. 

1 Peter 1:1-2  We are scattered elect exiles.

Exiles = parapidemos   other-walkers   Those who are only passing through.  Temporary residents.     Not immigrants!  Not putting down roots.
We are strangers.  We do not fit in.    We are inescapably different.
Phil 3:20  Our citizenship is in heaven.   We are citizens of the Kingdom of God.  

The Christian life is like living on a bridge.  We are exiles from the world.  We are sojourners.  We have not yet reached our home.

We are elect exiles.      Elect.  elektos   
v. 2  chosen by God’s foreknowledge 

He chose you!!!   He knew you long before you knew him.  He loved you when you did not love him.   He said, “I want you.”

The rest of 1 Peter
Because you are the called-out elect, chosen sojourners/aliens/strangers, this is my call as an apostle of Jesus Christ to you.   

1 Peter 1:3-5
1 Pet 1:3  A living hope is one which is not only alive, but is growing.  It is a hopeful assurance which is becoming more and more assured.
What is the source of this new birth?  It is the resurrection.

Q: Do you believe that Jesus was raised from the dead?

What do we hope in?   An imperishable  and unfading inheritance.  Proved by the resurrection.  He is the firstborn from among the dead. Coll 1:18
1 Cor 15:20  The firstborn of those who have fallen asleep.  The promise of a future resurrection for us.
The Jews’ inheritance:  The Promised Land.  Our inheritance: the future, imperishable, undefiled, unfading life in the Kingdom of God.  The Promised Land was none of those things!!!

BTW, right now we are now living in exile from that kingdom.  For us it is already but not yet.

v. 5  That inheritance is waiting for you.  It is “kept” for you.
It is guarded by God, through your faith.

v. 5.  That inheritance is “ready to be revealed.”    v.5 will be revealed at the last time (when Jesus comes back).

Jesus said “I go to prepare a room in heaven for you.”  Well, guess what, the room is already built, painted and just waiting for you to walk in.   Not for “us” but for “you.”     Like in the dorm.  Your name is already on the door (and you will not have to share the room).

“ready to be revealed”   It is like a curtain in a theatre, ready to be drawn.

This is our present reality!

1 Peter 1:6-9  v. 6  Does your assured future make you rejoice?  It ought to!
But…   The present earthly reality is not all rosy.  It is not all puppy dogs, pony tails, peaches and cream.  

But, because of these things, you can rejoice, even in the greatest of trials.   
James 1:2  Count it pure, unmitigated joy.  Sheer, utter joy.   Spiritually-prompted joy.  

 v. 6  And there are all kinds of trials.  Peter is not narrowing it down for us.
Sickness
Lose a job
Family tragedy
Persecution  (from non-believers and from believers)
Torn relationships.
Death of loved ones.
Just plain tired.
Efforts for God which appear to be fruitless
Social unrest, poverty, war, insecurity, 
Q: Is that true of you—that you can rejoice in all kinds of trials?  Or is this just an ideal toward which you need to grow?

These trials are “just for a little while.”   (like maybe 5 years)

Gruden;“Simultaneous grief and joy are normal in the Christian life.”

Temporary griefs, but enduring joy. Grieving sometimes, rejoicing always.

Q:  Are you able to experience an abiding joy which stays with you when current events in your life are not so awesome?
We need to discipline ourselves to stop the train, get off, and let ourselves experience that eternal joy.  (coming salvation, inheritance, living hope, ready to be revealed…_

v. 7  In fact, these trials are one of the greatest gifts God has to offer you in this life!!!

There is a gold bar.  Right there.  Just waiting for you!  It is a trial!
What is this gold bar?  It is a faith proven genuine by trial.

Illustration:  As a somewhat young Christian, like 5 years, I asked God to send me trials, as my Christian life had been too easy.

Gold is literally the most stable metal element.
But even gold will perish when refined by fire.   But not your inheritance!

The “trials have the effect of burning off the impurities in the believer’s faith.”

Isaiah 48:10  “I have tried you in the furnace of affliction.”

But your future glory (which will be revealed at the Last Day) will be even more enduring than gold!

v. 8  Like you have not actually, physically seen Jesus Christ, but you believe he is real.  Yes?
Similarly, though you have not yet seen the purpose of your suffering, you believe that it is very much there.   When the reason for hardship cannot be seen, you still believe/trust.  Pisteuo = trusting belief.

v. 8  glorious joy   doxa    Joy which is infused with heaven-seeing glory.       Glory theme.

v. 9  For you are (right now) receiving the end result of your faith:  salvation!

1 Peter 1:10-12
v. 10   The prophets searched earlier prophecies, as well as their own prophecy.   They were jealous of us!   It was the night before Christmas, but we have already opened the presents.

v. 11  Suffering     Ps 22:1,  Is 52:14-15,  Is 53,  Zech 12:10

Glories      Ps 16:10    Is 40:3-5   Is 42:1-4  Is 53:11   Dan 7:13-14

“not serving themselves.”   The sovereignty theme

v. 12  “told”  = angeled (messaged).  It is like a DM!!!
The angels are jealous of us!

1 Pet 1:13-16   Therefore…    For all of these preceding reasons.

Now Peter begins his call to holy living.

We have living hope.
We have an eternal inheritance waiting for us.
Even our trials are a gift which proves our faith through which we have praise, glory and honor waiting us when Jesus is revealed.
We are receiving the salvation of our  souls.
All this was foretold to us by the prophets.

Therefore…
v. 13 fully alert minds  (actually a command)  Set your minds.  Literally gird your loins.    

This made sense in a Graeco-Roman world in which, in order to run, you and to gather your robes up and tie them around your waist.

Illustration:  Put on your running shoes, and get warmed up, because you are about to start a race.

When Jesus Christ is revealed to you.   Greek word is the source of the word pheromone.    You can smell it coming.  Like driving to the beach, a mile or two away, you can smell the salt air.  It is right there in front of you at all times.

Do not lose your spiritual attentiveness.  Do not spiritually space out.

v. 13  hope = confident expectation = a hope on which you can take action.

v. 14  Therefore take action!!!!  Do NOT conform to this world    Live holy lives.
Be holy as God is holy.

Summary:
We have a living hope.
It will not fade, spoil or perish.
It is guarded in heaven, and will be revealed at the last time.
Sure, you will endure all kinds of trials, but these are only for a relatively very short time,
And these trials, when endured in faith, will result in even more praise, glory in honor.
The prophets and the angels are jealous of us.
So…  Prepare you minds for action—especially in the area of holiness.
