`1 Peter V 
Submit Yourselves  (1 Pet 2:13-3:7)

Themes of 1 Peter:
1. The call to holy  living in Christ.   (Holy 8 times. Righteous 8 times)
2. The Christian response to suffering and persecution.  .

Themes in 1 Peter:
I. The glory of God.    (glorious, glory, glorify 11 times)
II. The sovereignty of God/Trusting in God.   
III.  The suffering of Christ.    
IV. The suffering of Christians.    
V. The call to holy living. 

Today:  Submit Yourselves    or    Entrust Yourself to God

Two weeks ago, John Sparks covered 1 Peter 2:1-25  titled God’s Chosen People.
We discovered that, in Christ, we are a chosen people, a royal priesthood and a holy nation.  How amazing is that?

Then in 1 Peter 2:11 We were reminded that, although (because) we are God’s people, we are foreigners and exiles in this world.  
paroikous and parapidemous other-homed and other-walkers.  exiles and sojourners.  
Jan and I learned a bit about being sojourners/peregrinos two weeks ago.        No place to call home.  Always on the move.
But, whenever we lost the path, we looked for the signs.

For us it was those little square signs.  For we Christians, it is the Bible and it is Jesus.  The pioneer and perfector.

v. 12  Therefore, we should live such good lives among the pagans that they might glorify God/become Christians!

I will be taking up 1 Peter at 1 Peter 2:13 and go through 1 Peter 3:7.
Here Peter is talking about a specific area of our lives in which we should “live such good lives.”

What is that area?  In submission.

Here we see three times 1 Pet 2:13, 1 Peter 2:18 and 1 Peter 3:1 “Submit Yourselves”  and thus the title of the sermon.

How do you feel when you hear:  “submit yourself.”

Bad!!!   I do not like other people to control me.
This is America!!!!  Don’t tread on me!!!

Actually, we will consider five areas in which we, as disciples, are challenged to “submit ourselves.”

1. To human/governing authorities.
2. To our employers.
3. Wives to their husbands.
4. Church members to their leaders.
5. To suffer and/or be persecuted for the sake of Christ (1 Peter 3:8-4:19)

With each of these, we will talk about what it DOES mean, as well as what it DOES NOT mean.

1 Peter 2:13-17
Submit to every human authority.

EVERY human authority?  Really?   

v. 13, v. 17 is a sandwich.   Emperors, presidents, governors, state laws, federal laws, local laws, police, v. 17 “everyone”, fellow believers, God, emperor.  

Why?   v. 13 “for the Lord’s sake.”    Because Jesus wants you to.   OK, but why?     A kid says “why”  the parent says “because I said so.”
We need more than that.

1. Because they have a God-given job to do, even if they do it very poorly!!!!  V. 14   Without governments, the sinful world would be in total chaos.     Consider Haiti!!!

2. Because it is God’s will v. 15 (there is that theme of God’s sovereignty.)      Do you trust God?

3. Because, in doing so, you will “silence the talk of foolish people.”
By our submissive attitude, even in the face of unjust, unwise, ungodly leadership, we will preach the gospel to the lost.

Illustration:   John Correl.    I refuse to pay taxes to this government.
I read Romans 13:1-7 to him.         Christians are not rebels.

What about if the governing authority is bad?  What about if they do immoral things?   
Consider the context;  Where is Peter when he writes this letter?
In Rome!!!!

What if the police are acting unjustly toward certain groups?
“Submit yourselves, for the Lord’s sake, to every human authority.
(by the way, remember, I am going to talk about what it does not mean, but we need to be VERY careful about playing that card.

1 Pet 2:16   A VERY interesting verse!
Live as free people.  We are free in Christ!   Many things the world is enslaved to, we are not.    
 Gal 5:1  “It is for freedom that Christ has set you free.”

Free from what?  Free from law.  Free from have-to Christianity.  Free from having to earn salvation by our works.

But…  Peter:  So how should we use our freedoms as free people?

Submit yourselves, for the Lord’s sake, to every human authority!!!
We make ourselves voluntary slaves.

v. 16  Whatever you do, never use your freedom in Christ as a cover-up for evil.

Q: Have you used/abused the amazing freedom we have in Christ as an opportunity to sin, or as an opportunity to serve and submit?

Gal 5:13  But do not use your freedom to indulge the flesh.  Rather, serve one another.

The Christian irony.  True freedom comes in willingly submitting ourselves to God as willing servants of others. (governing authorities, to our bosses, to one another to our husbands, and to our suffering).

What does it mean?  It means what it says.  Christians are not rebels!      Paul 1 Cor 9  I used none of my rights.  I became all things to all men.

What does it NOT mean?
We do not submit to our governing authorities, the laws, etc. in two circumstances:
1. When the governing authority tells us to sin or to disobey God.    Acts 4:18-20.

2. When the governing authority tells us to do something that we cannot in good conscience do.


A good question.  It is 1775/6.  We are living in the colonies.  Would we, as Christians, rebel against King George?

It is 1968.  Our government is involved in an immoral war in Viet Nam, including committing clear war crimes.  Would you refuse the draft?    Or would you plead conscientious objector?

Did Jesus support violent rebellion against Rome?   (AD 67)

Ex:  Cairo during the anti-Morsi revolution.  Should we go out there?

Did Jesus publicly stand up to unjust leaders?  Political—no  Religious—yes.

Ex: Paul willingly allowed himself to be beaten, but when it came to defending the rights of his fellow Christians, he mentioned his citizenship.   Acts 16:37  They “refused to be released.”  Used his rights to defend his fellow believers, but not himself.   Let us stand up for the weak and abused, but let us be willing to be persecuted and treated unjustly for the sake of Christ.

1 Peter 2:18-25   Slaves, in reverent fear of God, submit to you masters.
Slavery in the Roman Empire was considerably milder than chattel slavery of blacks in the US.  It was something like indentured servant or bondservant.
It was somewhere about ½-way between that and our own boss/employee relationships.

So… for us.  Worker, submit to your boss.  Student, submit to your professors. 

But, what if he or she is a lousy professor?

But what if my boss is abusive and manipulative?
v. 18  Even to harsh bosses.

Yes, in all this, submit yourselves to them!!!!

Why?  How?   v. 19  because in all situations, no matter how unjust (v. 19) and unreasonable, we are “conscious of God.”

In other words, we believe that God is sovereign and in control.

v. 21  To this you were called.  To what?   To suffer for doing good and enduring it.

Why?  v. 23  We entrust ourselves to God.   This is the bottom line!!!!

Jesus did not retaliate.  Jesus did not take vengeance.  Jesus submitted himself to treatment FAR worse than anything we will have to endure.     For our sake?  Yes!   For his sake?  No.

When Moses was reviled in Numbers 20:3, he struck the rock.  Not Jesus.

This is the key to this entire section.  He entrusted himself to Him who judges justly.   Q: Is that you?

We do not gossip about our bosses.  We do not undermine our professors.   We are supportive.

Grudem:  “God is pleased when his people trust him in the midst of unjust suffering. Imitating the example of Christ.”

Here is the question of the day:  Do you trust God?

Do you trust God?   (Stop and look at the audience)

How do you know?  Because you can submit yourselves to every kind of governing authority.  And because you can submit to bosses and professors (for the Lord’s sake), even when their behavior is unjust.

What does it NOT mean?  It does not mean that you submit to your professor or boss if they ask you to sin or to violate your conscience.

Example of Corey Wadstrom and Jan’s friend:  Worked for the city office which does marriages. 
He actually performed gay “marriages.”

John:  Should I refuse to do this and get fired?

Q: Was what he was doing a sin?  No.
It was a matter of conscience.

Frank in Fond du Lac.  I work hard for 8 hours.

It also does not mean that you cannot leave that job and seek one which is better.   It does not mean that you cannot ask for a raise, or try to get working conditions improved (but do it for others, not for yourself).  It is about your heart of submission to your boss/manager/professor/teacher.

Three more points on trusting God and putting up with unjust treatment:
3. Wives, submit yourselves to your husbands.
4. Disciples submit yourselves to those who lead you.
5. Christians, submit yourselves to suffering and persecution.

But we have covered two:
1. Submit yourselves for the Lord’s sake to all governing authorities.
2. Workers and students, submit yourselves to your bosses, teachers and professors, even when they act unjustly.

Why?    Because governments, schools, businesses are performing necessary functions to an orderly society which is not Christian.
Because it is God’s will for you to do so.  Bottom line:  Do you trust God or not?
Because, by doing so, you will win many to Christ.

Lord’s Supper  (this was given as a sermunion)


1 Peter 2:23-24
When they hurled insults at him, he did not retaliate; when he suffered, he made no threats.  Instead, he entrusted himself to Him who judges justly.  He himself bore our sins in his body on the cross, so that we might die to sins and life for righteousness: “by his woulds you have been healed.”


Gruden:   Active obedience vs passive obedience.

