Devo:  The Miracles of Jesus
Water to Wine
Ice breaker: Tell the crowd that they will see a miracle worked today. Then ask for a volunteer.  Give them a glass of water and ask them to turn it into wine.  If you have a “good sport,” you might even be able to tease them just a bit. Pray harder!  Can we help you out? 
We will be looking at a few of Jesus’ miracles today and asking ourselves a simple question. What does this miracle tell us about Jesus.
Q: Why do you think that Jesus worked miracles? Was he showing off?
1. To demonstrate that his message is from God.  To validate his teaching.  
John 5:36 (after the healing at the pool) “I have testimony weightier than that of John. For the works that the Father has give me to finish—the very works that I am doing—testify that the Father has sent me. 
John 10:31-38  v. 38  “even though you do not believe me, believe the works, that you may know and understand that the Father is in me, and I in the Father.”
2. To help the needy—the deaf, the lame, the blind, a woman who had been bleeding for many years, a grieving mother.     Luke 4:18  The Spirit of the Lord is on me… to proclaim recovery of sight for the blind…
3. To fulfill prophecy   Isaiah 35:5-6   Then the eyes of the blind will be opened and the ears of the deaf unstopped.  Then will the lame leap like a deer, and the mute tongue shout for joy.  Water will gush forth in the wilderness and streams in the desert.
4. Because his mother asked him to.  John 2:3  Jesus’ mother said to him, “They have no more wine.”       (reminds me of Jan saying, “The trash needs emptying.”
5. To help us understand who he is—to demonstrate his nature.  John 2:11 “to reveal his glory.”
We will focus on the last reason.  To reveal who he is.
Luke 8:22-25  Jesus calms a great storm.
v. 25  The result:  They were amazed and even fearful.  Who is this guy?
What does it show us about Jesus?  That he has power over nature/the physical world.
Very important to the ancient world, whose religion was almost exclusively devoted to trying to control nature.
Think about the power to calm the wind and the waves.
Mark 6:32-44   Feeding 5000 men plus women and children.
Shows his compassion (v. 34).
Shows that Jesus is the Creator and Sustainer of life.
Shows us that Jesus is the bread of life—that Jesus is the source of eternal life.  (John 6:48-51)
Shows that Jesus can take care of all your physical needs.  He has the power to heal you if he chooses.
Mark 9:37-42 
Shows that Jesus has authority over the spiritual forces of evil.
Shows us that we do not need to fear the paranormal, demons, evil in general. 
C. S. Lewis.  The two mistakes to make with Satan is to pretend he does not exist, or to give too much attention to him.
John 1:43-49
Shows us that Jesus knows our inner thoughts.
You cannot fool God on your heart and your motives.
John 11:38-44  Proves that Jesus is the resurrection and the life.
Shows us that Jesus has power even over life and death itself.
Shows us that Jesus has to power to grant us eternal life.
John 2:1-11
Shows us that Jesus, though God and without sin, respected and obeyed his mother.
Shows us that Jesus wants to meet needs (and to save the host from embarrassment).
Shows us that Jesus makes really good stuff.
If Jesus can change water into wine, do you think that he can change you, if you are willing? And he will change you into something very good and very useful.
Shows us that Jesus can change us if we are willing.
Discussion Questions:

1. Which is your favorite miracle of Jesus to think about and why?
2. What do you learn about Jesus from his miracles?
3. What practical take-home do you take from this lesson?

