`1 Peter IX
Suffering for Christ
Themes in 1 Peter:
I. The glory of God.    (glorious, glory, glorify 11 times)
II. The sovereignty of God/Trusting in God.   
III.  The suffering of Christ.    
IV. The suffering of Christians.    
V. The call to holy living. 

Last week:  1 Peter 3:18-22  Baptism Now Saves You.

1 Peter 3:18  For Christ also suffered once for sin, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God. He was put to death in the body, but made alive in the [Holy] Spirit.

He suffered once.  The job is done.  No further suffering is required, at least on Christ’s part.

Killed in the flesh, but made alive in the Spirit.  

We, when we are baptized into Christ die spiritually, and are raised spiritually.  Peter wants to connect our spiritual resurrection to that of Christ.

[Peter also made the connection between “always be prepared to give an answer to anyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope you have” in the context of being attacked, criticized and persecuted.]

Prefigure, type/antitype
As Christ, through Noah, preached to sinners condemned to die, while building the ark.
Similary, Christ now speaks to sinners, waiting for the second coming.

In those days,  men scoffed at Noah.
Today, people scoff at us when we preach a resurrected Christ.
In those days, the world was deluged by water.
In our days, the earth is reserved for fire.

In Noah’s days, eight were saved through water.  “this water (Noah) is a symbol/prefigure.
In our days, all are potentially saved through water.

Now, Christ is being preached to those who are currently sinning, which Christ waits to come back.

1 Peter 4:1-2   Therefore…  Since you have participated in the death and resurrection of Christ, and since Christ suffered in his body, be prepared to suffer as he did.    

Peter returns to his main theme in the letter.  He takes us back to 1 Peter 3:17-18.

Arm yourself with the same attitude toward suffering that Christ had.  
What attitude was that?   It is SOOO worth it, because of what it is producing for us.
Us:   It is SOOO worth it because of what it will produce in us and in others.

Heb 12:2  He scorned the shame of the cross.

v. 1 is not literally true, but the point is this:

Q: Do you want to be “done” with sin?  Do you want to gain great victory over the sins that have plagued you, even as a Christian?  Then take the same attitude of Christ toward suffering for the name of Christ—the same attitude as Noah, who kept right on building and as Christ, who set out resolutely for Jerusalem.

V. 2 As a result, you will have great victory over sin.  

Suffering for Christ has a great morally strengthening effect.  Do you want that effect?  Are you sure?

1 Peter 4:3-6  

Aren’t you fed up with sinning?

The “pagans” heap abuse on you, just like they did Noah, while he was building the ark.  Why?  Because you do not join in with them, and you make them look bad!

We are building the “ark” known as the kingdom of God—the Church, but do not count on everyone appreciating your efforts.  Think about Noah!

They are surprised with you.  How can anyone really, actually live that way?
The answer, by looking at the suffering of Christ!

v. 5  But they will give account to God.  God will judge, so rely on Him.
God has the revenge/consequences part covered.  Leave that to him!

v. 6  Think of those who heard the gospel and have gone before you.  “those [who heard the gospel and died in Christ] who are now dead.”

1 Peter 4:7-11  Peter seems to somewhat radically change the subject here (but he will return to it in v. 12, so Peter thinks these comments fit in the context of dealing with suffering.  Hmmm…)

1. Arm yourselves with the same attitude as Christ.  Learn from and be encouraged by his suffering.

and 
2. Flee for safety and comfort in the church/kingdom.

You will find safety—an island from the world in the church—a place of comfort from all the world will be throwing at you. 

So he gets back to a theme he hit earlier in 1 Peter 1:22  Now that you have purified yourselves ;by obeying the truth, so that you have sincere love for one another, love (phileo) one another, deeply from the heart.

4:8  Love one another deeply.   Even when you mess up, you will be there for each other.
When you cannot forgive yourself, your sister and brother will do it for you.

We bear with one another.  We forgive one another.  The church is (ought to be) a safe place.

v. 9  On the same theme (of how the church is a place where you can pull this off)  Practice hospitality.     Make sure that the church really feels like a home.

Thanks to Allison who made bags for the students.  
Welcome disciples in your home.   Keep the place neat.  Keep food on hand…
And have a good attitude (without grumbling)

v. 10-11  And the church is a place where your gifts are recognized, used, and bring fulfillment.

Eph 2:10  These are the “good works” for which we are saved.

“they should do so as one who speaks the very words of God.”
In other words, really go for it!!!!   Give yourself to using your gifts within the church.

Sorry to use Jan and myself as examples, but….
Jan’s gifts are hospitality, event-planning, studying with women.
My gifts are understanding the Scripture, teaching and writing.
Alison’s gift is loving and serving.
Josh’s gift is being a brainiac.
Pierce’s gift is mathematics.

Q: What is your gift?  What do you bring to the table?  All of us have various gifts, true?

Discuss in groups of two.   You suggest a gift you have.  Your partner suggest a gift you might have.

Remember the context:  This is about how we are going to be able to make it to heaven, in spite of sufferings and persecutions.

Where are we going next?  Right back to our main theme of the entire book.

1 Peter 4:12   This “firey ordeal” is the kind of fire which refines, not the kind which destroys.

Whatever your gift is, use it with all your heart!!!!


