`1 Peter VI 
Submit Yourselves  (1 Pet 2:13-3:7)

Themes of 1 Peter:
1. The call to holy  living in Christ.   (Holy 8 times. Righteous 8 times)
2. The Christian response to suffering and persecution.  .

Themes in 1 Peter:
I. The glory of God.    (glorious, glory, glorify 11 times)
II. The sovereignty of God/Trusting in God.   
III.  The suffering of Christ.    
IV. The suffering of Christians.    
V. The call to holy living. 

Last week:  Submit Yourselves    or    Entrust Yourself to God

1 Peter 2:13 to 1 Peter 3:7.
Here Peter is talking about a specific area of our lives in which we should “live such good lives.”
What is that area?  In submission.

Here we see three times 1 Pet 2:13, 1 Peter 2:18 and 1 Peter 3:1 “Submit Yourselves”  and thus the title of the sermon.

Actually, we are considering five areas in which we, as disciples, are challenged to “submit ourselves.”

1. To human/governing authorities.
2. To our employers.
3. Church members to their leaders.
4. Wives to their husbands.
5. To suffer and/or be persecuted for the sake of Christ (1 Peter 3:8-4:19)
With each of these, we talked about what it DOES mean, as well as what it DOES NOT mean.

1 Peter 2:13-17
Submit to every human authority.  Why?  For the Lord’s sake.
Why?
Because they have a God-given role to play. (v. 14)
Because it is God’s will that we do so. (v. 15)
Because, in doing so, we will “silence the talk of foolish people.”  (ie. help people to be saved) (v. 15)

What about if the governing authority is unjust?  What about if they do immoral things?   
Consider the context;  Where is Peter when he writes this letter?
In Rome!!!!   And the current emperor was Nero!!!

Exceptions?  When that authority tells you to disobey God.  Or when your conscience as a Christian is clearly violated.

1 Peter 2:18-25   Slaves, in reverent fear of God, submit to you masters.
For us.  Worker, submit to your boss.  Student, submit to your professors. 

Why?  How?   v. 19  because in all situations, no matter how unjust (v. 19) and unreasonable, we are “conscious of God.”

In other words, we believe that God is sovereign and in control.

v. 21  To this you were called.  To what?   To suffer for doing good and enduring it.

Why?  v. 23  We entrust ourselves to God.   This is the bottom line!!!!
Here is the question:  Do you trust God?

Grudem:  “God is pleased when his people trust him in the midst of unjust suffering. Imitating the example of Christ.”

Three more points on trusting God and putting up with unjust treatment:
3. Disciples submit yourselves to those who lead you.
4. Wives, submit yourselves to your husbands.
5. Christians, submit yourselves to suffering and persecution.
About church leaders:

Last Tuesday at Bible talk we read Hebrews 13:7-8, 17 and discovered that the leaders are not to impose their authority on the members, but that the members ought to willingly let the leaders lead them for their own good, and for the good of the church. 

As I said in my book, Golden Rule Membership.  The members ought to treat the leaders as they would want to be treated if they were the leaders.

If you were the leader of this group, how would you prefer the members treat you, personally, as well as your authority as leader.

Support your leadership, even if you do not agree with all aspects of the decisions.
Talk to them, not to others, if you disagree.

I want a leader who is leading, not one who has to watch his back all the time.

Members, how are you doing on this?

1 Peter 3:1-7
Wives, “In the same way.”     The same word  hupotasso.
Put yourself under their authority.

Why?  For the same reasons he asked us to submit to governing authorities, and to our bosses and professors.   ie.  
1.“for the Lord’s sake” Because it is  God’s will for you.

2.because, as Jesus did, you have entrusted yourself to God, not, ultimately, to your husband.

and  3. Because our patient entrusting of God and endurance of suffering can cause unbelievers to come to the faith—in this case, the husband!

Does this apply to a believing or to a non-believing husband?  Both, of course, but look at the context.

Peter is talking about honoring God in the face of suffering of injustice, and of persecution, so, naturally, he mainly addresses the unbelieving husband.

“But we do not have any of these in our church!”
True, but all of us can learn from this, yes?

Does Peter qualify his charge to women to submit to their husbands, for example, if their plans are good ones, or they are great leaders, or if you were consulted, as you should have been?
(Remember, he is talking to the citizen, to the worker, to the student, to the wife, not to the governing authority, to the boss, to the professor or to the husband)

How does he suggest women win over their husbands (or any of us win over anyone, for that matter)?

By having a spirit which trusts God—that can trust and support her husband because she is trusting in God.

A “gentle spirit” is one which is willing to not get one’s way—not insistent on one’s rights.
A quiet spirit is one which expresses a quiet confidence in God.

Not by criticizing him or resisting what he is trying to do.  Not by trying to “change” him.

BTW, this applies to ALL relationships, including husbands to wives, friends to friends, roommates, workers….

BTW, he is NOT saying it is wrong to adorn their hair, to wear gold jewelry, etc.  It what we emphasize that matters, and it is what will work that matters.  

Church:  How will we win people over to Christ?  By having great church programs?
By having awesome song services?   These are frosting on the cake.

No!  By our character, and by the testimony of our trusting in God alone!  By our faith.  By our love for one another.  By our amazing faithfulness in trying times.

His example:  Sarah!   She followed her husband out of a safe, comfortable place.  Leave my parents, my friends, to wander in the wilderness?  Sure!    Even when my husband behaved badly in Egypt?   Yes.  That too.  Sarah signed up for the whole thing.  “For better or for worse.”
To be Sarah’s daughter is not to give in to fear because you are trusting in God.

Are you with God “for better or for worse?”

My example:  Jan, who has followed me to some very crazy places.
I have moved her to another city 7 times!   Boulder, Spokane, SD, Kansas, Wisconsin, SD, Bakersfield, Merced.

What this does NOT mean.
1. A woman who keeps quiet all the time—who never voices her needs or concerns.  1 Tim 3:7

2. Submitting to your husband when he tells you not to obey God.  (Deb Zambrowitz)

3. Allowing yourself to be abused.

4. That the wife, in every case, cannot upstage her husband (consider Priscilla and Aquila)

1 Peter 3:7  Husbands, “in the same way”   ie, submitting to her needs, opinions and desires.  The facts are different, but the spirit is the same.
“considerate” means, literally, according to knowledge of her.  “in an understanding way”  you understand your wife and live according to that understanding.

Know her desires, goals, pet peeves,

Respect (NIV) is too weak a word.honor them.  Put them up on a pedestal.
Protect your wives.  “Weaker” does not mean a weaker person.  It means a person who is in a weaker position.  More easily emotionally hurt.  More sensitive.   More true then.  Still true today.

If she needs you to have a plan, then have a plan.   If she needs you to listen more carefully before you decide, listen to her more carefully before deciding.

Men, generally, need to be thought highly of.  You are awesome!  You have great plans.  I support you.  Women, generally, need to be made to feel beautiful and safe.

Husbands, submit to your wives in ways that make them feel honored, beautiful and safe.
Or else God will not hear your prayers!!!

1 Peter 3:8-14   Category of submission #5  Submit yourselves to suffering and persecution for the Lord’s sake.   Submitting, not to a person, but to a situation.
v. 8  Finally.  Very funny!  He is ½-way through the letter!

But he is now onto the subject he will cover for 1.5+ chapters.

Peter: Be willing to bear up under “evil” and “insult.”

Q: Can you think of someone who bore up under a lot of evil and insult?

Do not return evil with evil or insult with insult.  Romans 12:14

Why?  For the Lord’s sake!
To this you were called…
He entrusted himself.
v. 9  that you may be blessed.

v. 14  Who will harm you for doing good?  A rhetorical question.
Well, lots of people, actually!
But even if they do!    You are blessed    =    you blessed (no verb)

v. 14  Fear God, not humans.
Summary:   Submit yourselves…
Are you willing to trust God’s providence—that he has your back, that you will be vindicated, and that, ultimately, you will be blessed?


Always be prepared to give an answer:

If the Bible is inspired by God, as you say, then why are there so many blatant contradictions in it?

Muslims say there is one God, but you say that there are three Gods.  Who is right?

Why does God hate homosexuals?  (women,…)

With all the evil in the world, how can you believe in a God who is “all good?”
Why do Christians reject the obvious evidence for evolution?

Why is the God of the Old Testament so obviously different from the God of the New Testament?


