`1 Peter VII
1 Peter 3:15-17  Prepare to Answer
Themes in 1 Peter:
I. The glory of God.    (glorious, glory, glorify 11 times)
II. The sovereignty of God/Trusting in God.   
III.  The suffering of Christ.    
IV. The suffering of Christians.    
V. The call to holy living. 

Last 2 weeks:  Submit Yourselves    or    Entrust Yourself to God

1. To human/governing authorities.
2. To our employers.
3. Church members to their leaders.
4. Wives to their husbands.
5. To suffer and/or be persecuted for the sake of Christ (1 Peter 3:8-4:19)

1 Peter 3:8-14   Category of submission #5  Submit yourselves to suffering and persecution for the Lord’s sake.  
Peter: Be willing to bear up under “evil” and “insult.”

Do not return evil with evil or insult with insult.  Romans 12:14

Why?  Earlier: For the Lord’s sake!
So that you may win them over…

v. 9 To this you were called…   that you may be blessed.

Are you willing to trust God’s providence—that he has your back, that you will be vindicated, and that, ultimately, you will be blessed?

This week:   1 Peter 3:15-17   Be prepared to give an answer
The context:  If you are insulted or if evil is done to you.
And v. 14  “Do not fear their threats.”     

v.1 15  But in your hearts revere/fear Christ.

In other words, remember whose you are, and remember whom you should fear—and it is not the one who is going after you, who is persecuting you, or who is wanting to debate you, or who is trying to win you over to their side on a question.     (political, religious, philosophical or things of the world)

When you are having discussions about doctrine, Christian practice, over the Christian or other worldviews or whatever…

Do NOT let it be about you!!!!     Let it be about Christ.

When we are attacked, criticized, etc.  it is very tempting to fight back, to prove them wrong, to vanquish your opponent,   or to defend yourself rather than Christ.

This passage is about two things:

1. How to defend the Christian faith.  How to win people over to a correct understanding of the Bible, of their life, of the Christian worldview, a biblical doctrine…  To convert the heathen, to create faith in the faithless.

2. Our tone, how we present ourselves (and therefore Christ).  How we treat those who are persecuting us or who are opposing our ideas.

1. Our tactic:  Know what we are talking about and be prepared to present a clear, rational, reasoned argument, through which you can “demolish”  (to borrow from 2 Cor 10:3-5) viewpoints which oppose God’s word.
We will come back to point #1.  But…  I want to discuss point #2 first (with apologies to Peter)

Point #2:
When attacked, persecuted, put in a corner, or simply having a discussion with a person you are hoping to persuade for Christ.

What ought our tone/our manner be?

“But do this with gentleness and respect, keeping a clear conscience, so that your opponents can be won over”, not by your great overpowering logic, but by your life-changing, seemingly miraculous, openness, willingness to listen, fairness in arguing and humility.

In fact, if you do not do well in category #2, you probably should not even being doing category #1.

Gentleness and respect.   Is that what our opponents/persecutors/worldly friends are going to do?

2 Cor 10:3-5   We use spiritual weapons.  We do not intimidate, deceive, use rhetoric, red-herring, ad hominem, poison the well arguments.

We do not attack the person, use arguments we know do not really hold water.

No!  We persuasively argue for the truth of the gospel, of the Bible, for the person of Jesus Christ.

And we demolish the strongholds of Satanic thought.

But…    we NEVER use the world’s tactics.  Our tone is humility, kindness, willingness to concede a good point, 

If someone makes a good point:  Say Good point!  But…
Wordly argument:  Never concede a point.  It shows weakness!

Respect.  Give credit where credit is due.

Trying to help a Muslim, notice the positive effect on Arabic culture from Muhammad’s monotheism.

Trying to convince an atheist for Christ, recognize their attempts to help the poor.

Notice the “good” in our Pentecostal, Catholic, Mormon or whoever you are trying to persuade or to whom you are defending yourself.

Defending yourself when persecuted for sharing your faith at work/school—concede that they are probably trying to help their people.

Assume good motives on the other person’s part.  Always give the benefit of the doubt.

Do not engage is tit-for-tat debates.  The goal is not for you to “win.”

v. 17  In fact, it is better to “lose” the debate/discussion/attack, and come back another day  than to “win” it by use of unchrist-like tactics.

Well, I put him in his place!    What place is that?   

Remember 1 Pet 2:13  Christ did not retaliate, but instead entrusted himself to God.

We are going to go back to point #1, but let us be reminded, that without the gentleness, respect, without the “clear conscience” that our behavior was fully Christ-like, point #1 will be of no value.

Point #1  Be prepared to give a reasoned, biblically-based, rational answer to those who challenge your belief in Christ.
Greek:   apologian  reply, response, answer   apologetics.   (not apologize)

Christian apologetics:    To defend or explain the Christian faith.

One thing I like to remember as I have discussions, either in-person or on-line:

I have a BIG advantage.  I am right!    The Bible actually is inspired by God.   The best I can tell, there are no contradictions in the Bible.   Jesus really did miracles, he did fulfill dozens of messianic prophecies and Jesus really did rise from the dead.

Kind of like having a debate with a friend over who won the 2015 superbowl, when you already looked it up.

So…  Even if you do not have an answer right now, we can be confident!

But, in our discussions with those who oppose us, we must meet on neutral ground.  

We give the Bible the benefit of the doubt, but our friends do not, and we need to meet them in the middle—listen clearly and open-mindedly to what they have to say—to present a convincing, defendable argument.

If the Bible is inspired by God, as you say, then why are there so many blatant contradictions in it?

Muslims say there is one God, but you say that there are three Gods.  Who is right?

Why does God hate homosexuals?  (women,…)

This baby I am carrying… I cannot care for it.  It will totally “ruin” my life.  How can you tell me that I have to carry it to term?

With all the evil in the world, how can you believe in a God who is “all good?”
Why do Christians reject the obvious evidence for evolution?

Why is the God of the Old Testament so obviously different from the God of the New Testament?

Illustration:  Get in groups of two and discuss one or two “doubts” or “questions” you have had about what you believe.

Then throw those questions at me.

Here is my suggestion:

Prepare to answer the most common questions!

Keep a running list.  Do not shove questions under the rug, but be patient but also a bit stubborn.  Be a bit like a junk-yard dog in seeking answers that really work.

Be willing to do the research.

Listen carefully to the other side and make sure your arguments will hold up in a neutral court.

Be very wary of answers that work amongst fellow believers, but will not stand the test of reasonable criticism.

Get help.  Go to www.evidenceforchristianity.org    But make the answers “yours.”

Summary:
In defending the faith, remember whose you are and whom you should fear.

When you answer those who criticize, attack or simply question, always be gentle and respectful.  Do not use the weapons of the world.

Prepare yourself to answer!  Become an amateur apologist.
