`1 Peter VIII
1 Peter 3:18-22   Baptism Now Saves You
Themes in 1 Peter:
I. The glory of God.    (glorious, glory, glorify 11 times)
II. The sovereignty of God/Trusting in God.   
III.  The suffering of Christ.    
IV. The suffering of Christians.    
V. The call to holy living. 

Last lesson:  1 Peter 3:15-17   Be prepared to give an answer

We need to “always be prepared to give an answer to anyone who asks us to give the reason for the hope we have.

But we are to do this with gentleness and respect.  Our weapons are not the weapons of the world.

1. Our tactic:  Know what we are talking about and be prepared to present a clear, rational, reasoned argument, through which you can “demolish”  (to borrow from 2 Cor 10:3-5) viewpoints which oppose God’s word.
But… 
When attacked, persecuted, put in a corner, or simply having a discussion with a person you are hoping to persuade for Christ.
“But do this with gentleness and respect, keeping a clear conscience, so that your opponents can be won over”, not by your great overpowering logic, but by your life-changing, seemingly miraculous, openness, willingness to listen, fairness in arguing and humility.

This week: 1 Peter 3:18-22  Baptism Now Saves You.

1 Peter 3:18  For Christ also suffered once for sin, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God. He was put to death in the body, but made alive in the [Holy] Spirit.

He suffered once.  The job is done.  No further suffering is required, at least on Christ’s part.

Christ, the righteous, sinless one, suffered the consequences for the sins of the unrighteous (you and I).  
God “laid on Him the iniquity of us all.”  (Is 53:6)
God made him sin who knew no sin (1 Cor 5:21)
This is a profound mystery!!!

As a result, he mediates for us, in effect, bringing us to God.

Killed in the flesh, but made alive in the Spirit.  
Potentially a bit confusing here.
Jesus was killed physically, but not spiritually.
But he was raised, both physically and spiritually (made alive in the Holy Spirit)

We, when we are baptized into Christ die spiritually, and are raised spiritually.  Peter wants to connect our spiritual resurrection to that of Christ.

Peter is about to make a point about that, as we will see.

1 Peter 3:19-20 is a difficult and potentially confusing verse.  (reread this passage.

What?  After his resurrection, Jesus went and preached to “prisoners” in Hades—the place of waiting for final judgment?  What would he have preached?   Does this mean we get a second opportunity at salvation after we die?   Hmmm…

Three proposed interpretations:
1. In the days of Noah, Christ, in Spirit, preached through Noah to unbelievers who were alive at that time, but are now imprisoned spirits.

2. After Christ died and was raised, he went to Hades in order to preach to imprisoned spirits to give those spirits condemned to hell a second chance at salvation.  

3. After his resurrection, Jesus went to Hades to pronounce victory over fallen angels who sinned when they had sex with women, as mentioned in 1 Enoch.  

This is a common view of commentators, looking for an alternative to interpretation #2.

Alternative #3 is ruled out because we are told that Christ spoke to those who were disobedient long ago, in the days of Noah.  We know that these are humans!  And some of those “people” (v. 20) were saved through water. 

Alternative #2 is made extremely unlikely by Hebrews 9:27 and many other passages.  We do not get a second chance after we die.  Hermeneutical rule: interpret more difficult passages in light of clear ones.

Hermeneutical rule:  Ask what the passage almost certainly does NOT mean before you ask what it does mean.   (Like 1 Cor 15:29  What will those do who are baptized for the dead?)

I strongly prefer Alternative #1.

Jesus was made alive in the [Holy] Spirit.    In which also, as a prefigure, through Noah, he preached to the disobedient persons who are now imprisoned spirits—to those who were disobedient long ago, when God waited patiently in the days of Noah, while the ark was being built.

Christ, as a prefigure, through the Holy Spirit, spoke through Noah, when he was building the ark.
Noah, here, is the preacher of righteousness through whom Christ, prefiguratively spoke.

1 Peter 3:20  to those who were disobedient long ago, when God waited    patiently.

These disobedient spirits are the same as the persons who did not obey when God waited patiently in the days of Noah, while the ark was being built.  
First century Jews were well aware of the Jewish idea that Noah preached to sinners while building the ark, and church fathers reference this many times.

Also,in  2 Peter 2:5 we are told that God “protected Noah, a preacher of righteousness and seven others.”

Prefigure:
As Noah preached to sinners condemned to die, while building the ark.
Similary, Christ now speaks to sinners, waiting for the second coming.

In 2 Peter 3, Peter makes specific connection as a prefigure between the flood in the days of Noah, and the second coming of Christ.

Also 2 Peter 3:3-7   As it was then, so it is now.

In those days,  men scoffed at Noah.
Today, people scoff at us when we preach a resurrected Christ.
In those days, the world was deluged by water.
In our days, the earth is reserved for fire.

In Noah’s days, eight were saved through water.  “this water (Noah) is a symbol/prefigure.
In our days, all are potentially saved through water.

v. 21  And this water (the water which flooded and judged the earth in the days of Noah    is a symbol/prefigure of baptism that now saves you also.

v. 21  It is not just a bath.  It is much more.  It saves you!

Note:  Many teach that baptism is merely a symbol.  That it is an outward sign of an inward grace.

If so, then the water of Noah is a symbol of a symbol.  Nonsense!

It (baptism) now saves you.   Baptism saves you?  Well…. yes and no.   It saves you by the resurrection of Christ.    It is his death and resurrection which saves, but baptism is when and how it is put into effect.

v. 22  Who has now gone into heaven.  Christ is the firstborn from the dead.  Widow of Nain’s son resurrected, Jarius’ daughter resurrected, Lazarus resurrected, but Christ is the firstborn from the dead.   Unlike the others, he did not die later.  No!!!  He is at God’s right hand.

In this entire little section, Peter is drawing parallels between Old Testament events and New Testament realities.
Through Noah, Christ preached to those who sinned while the ark was being built, and through the faith of Noah eight were saved.

Now, Christ is being preached to those who are currently sinning, which Christ waits to come back.

1 Peter 4:1-2   Therefore…  Since you have participated in the death and resurrection of Christ, and since Christ suffered in his body, be prepared to suffer as he did.    If option #2 or #3 were correct, then what would be the therefore?

Summary:  Christ suffered and died in his body and, like you, in baptism, was raised from the dead.  Therefore, arm yourselves with the same attitude toward suffering and persecution.
