`1 Peter X
A Firey Ordeal
Themes in 1 Peter:
I. The glory of God.    (glorious, glory, glorify 11 times)
II. The sovereignty of God/Trusting in God.   
III.  The suffering of Christ.    
IV. The suffering of Christians.    
V. The call to holy living. 

Last week:
1 Peter 4:1-2   Therefore…  Since you have participated in the death and resurrection of Christ, and since Christ suffered in his body, be prepared to suffer as he did.    

Arm yourself with the same attitude toward suffering that Christ had.  
What attitude was that?   It is SOOO worth it, because of what it is producing for us.

Q: Do you want to be “done” with sin?  Do you want to gain great victory over the sins that have plagued you, even as a Christian?  
Have the same attitude toward suffering as Christ.

The “pagans” heap abuse on you, just like they did Noah, while he was building the ark.  Why?  Because you do not join in with them, and you make them look bad!

We are building the “ark” known as the kingdom of God—the Church, but do not count on everyone appreciating your efforts.  

1 Peter 4:7-11    To have victory through suffering and persecution:
1. Arm yourselves with the same attitude as Christ.       and 
2. Flee for safety and comfort in the church/kingdom.
4:8  Love one another deeply.   Love covers a multitude of sins.
v. 9  Practice hospitality.     
v. 10-11  And the church is a place where your gifts are recognized, used, and bring fulfillment.

This week:  A fiery ordeal.
1 Peter 4:12-19    v. 12 This “fiery ordeal” or “refining fire.” is the kind of fire which refines, not the kind which destroys.

v. 13  Do not be surprised. Instead, rejoice!
Why?  v. 13  Here is that theme of glory again.  doxa

Why rejoice?  Coll 1:24   We fill up in our flesh what is lacking in the suffering of Christ.  Really?  Yes!!!

Then (and only then?) you can be fired up when Christ’s glory is revealed (at the last time)

v. 14  If (when?) you are insulted for proudly carrying the name of Christ, you are blessed!!!   Why?  The Holy Spirit (of glory) is resting on you.

v. 15 If you suffer for being obnoxious or because of something bad you did…  It is not suffering that is good.  It is suffering for the name!

v. 16  One of only 3 times the word “Christian” appears in the Bible. (Acts 11:26, Acts 26:28  Agrippa:  “Do you think that in such a short time you will convince me to become a Christian.”    Christian was a term of derision
I think maybe it is becoming one again today.

Sure, people will insult you as you try to build God’s kingdom (as they did Noah when he built the ark).   Praise God.  You will be fired up when God’s glory is revealed.  When the rain began, Noah was pretty happy he had built the ark.

4:17  Judgment begins with God’s family.  And he is talking about right now.  God is testing us even now.

It begins with us!!!    The first to see fire is not the lost, but us.  It is a fire which purifies, but it is a fire nevertheless.

Ezekiel 9:1-6   God judges the saved first—those who grieve over the sins of the people—the “Christians.”.  “Begin at my sanctuary.”   You had better be ready.
Also, Malachi 3:1-5   I will come with fire to refine—to put you on trial.
Then the fire will spread to the lost—this time judgment, not refining.
So… Do not be surprised if it gets hot around here for a time.  God is working, even in that.

It is for our good—that we get closer to God   Coll 1:24

v. 19  So… What should I do when I suffer and am persecuted according to God’s will  (there is that theme of God’s sovereignty again)?

Entrust yourself to God, and continue to do good (there is that theme of holy living again).

1 Peter 5:1-4  And speaking of God’s refining fire coming to the kingdom of God first, let’s talk about those who lead the church!

Notice:  Therefore (4:19).   Therefore what?   Therefore, the refining judgment of suffering and persecution will begin with God’s house. But even in God’s house, it begins with the leaders. So here is my advice to the leaders and to the members:
…as a fellow elder.  BTW, the same applies to me, Peter.

And, BTW (v. 1), as an eye-witness to the sufferings of Christ!   And do not
forget that Peter majorly messed up when Jesus was suffering.  So, we see 
God’s grace when we mess up as well.  We can be restored when we sin as
long as we, like Peter are truly repentant.   Nevertheless…

His message to me (and to Jan?)   Shepherd the flock with a gentle firmness, and as a servant.
Those who lead, be willing (v.2) to suffer as Christ did as you shepherd the flock.

Be diligent, do not do it for financial gain, and do not do it in order to exercise power over people.

Do not “lord it over” the flock.  Use the example of your life, not coercion.  Do not brow-beat them into obeying God.  Do not give unnecessary rules or obligations.

Aside:  In this passage, all three words used of elders in the NT are found.  Presbuteros (elders) poima (shepherd, pastor), episkopeo (overseer—authoritative person in the church, bishop)  

1 Peter 5:5-7     Likewise the others (members?)…  Clothe yourself with humility.  The way you come across should be, outwardly, to be humble and, specifically, allow the leaders to lead you.  Support their decisions.
Take their advice
Otherwise, God will oppose you.  Not a good thing!

Be humble because you trust God, not necessarily your leaders.  God will make it right, even if your leaders are selfish, power-hungry or lord it over you.
v. 6  Trust God to lift you up.  Therefore you do not need to lift yourself up.
1 Peter 5:8-10   Cast your anxieties on God (not on your leaders)   and rely on him.   
Do you have any anxieties?  I thought so!   What will you do with those fears?

Carry those burdens all on your own shoulders?
No!   Cast them on the Lord!!!

Nevertheless, be alert!   (there is a balance there)

Satan, the evil One, will attack when you are at your weakest

(ie when you suffer for doing good v. 9 the same sufferings)   Satan’s tools are the slander of the world, lies, temptations, depression, fear, anger.

Resist him!  Fight back!  Stand your ground!

v. 9  Resist him.  Your weapon:  faith!
v. 10  And God will make you strong to the occasion.

Summary:
If we put ourselves out there as Christians, mark it down:  A firey ordeal is coming.   Like Paul said in 2 Tim 3:12, “All those who seek to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted.”
Don’t be surprised.  Get ready.  It is coming.   And when it happens, do two things:  Entrust yourself to God and to his will.      And      Continue to do good.

And by the way, leaders lead in the way of suffering and continue to serve God’s people in humility.   

And followers, likewise.  Cast ALL your anxiety for your suffering and persecution on God.  Rely on him.
And stay close to the family of God.
