Joshua I
Be Strong and Very Courageous
Background to Joshua
Three ways of thinking about Joshua
A. As the first of the historical books of the OT  Joshua, Judges, 1,2 Samuel, 1,2 Kings tell a coherent story of Israel in the Promised Land.
B. As the completion of Deuteronomy.  Some talk about a Hexateuch, rather than a Pentateuch.
Deuteronomy 34:9, then Joshua 1:1-2
A third way of thinking about Joshua:
Joshua, along with Nehemiah, is God’s instruction manual for leaders.  Do you want to take some sort of leadership role in God’s kingdom?  Study Joshua!!!
In Deuteronomy we learn something about the preparation of a godly leader whom God can use greatly.
1. Has performed certain tasks while under a mentoring situation.
2. Has proved himself loyal to God’s word when others are not.
3. Recognized by people as a leader, chosen by God.
Theme passage:    Joshua 1:6   Be strong and courageous
God has already given the Land to Israel (Gen 12, 15, 18).
But God’s people must still occupy the land.
The same is true for us in Merced.  This is a model for the Christian life.
God’s kingdom is an already but not yet thing, and God is expecting us to be involved in bringing about his will to bring salvation to the people who are saved “already, but not yet.”
The land is yours.   Now go and take it.
But the “taking” is always a process.
Receiving it is an event.    Taking it is a process.
Like our baptism, at which we were forgiven, saved, made righteous, made holy.  But making these a present reality is a process.
Author and date of writing:        We know neither.  True of all the historical books.
So, how do we know this is a reliable account of actual events?
My commentator gives pages and pages of proof that the bulk of the material in Joshua comes from the 14th century BC in Palestine. (names, important cities, cultural and legal terms, and much more.
Just one example (because this is boring!)
Josh 15:14 has three names. Sheshai, Ahiman and Talmai as kings of the Anakites.    Sheshai and Ahiman are Hurrian names from North Palestine from the 15th to 13th century BC.  Ahiman is a Western Canaanite name from the same period.
What if the names had been Nehemiah, Zechariah and Daniel?
Ex.   Joshua Ch 1-3
            29 cities    Jericho, Hazor, Ai, Bethel, Gezer, Gibeon. Lachish, Megiddo, Hebron, Eglon, Shiloh    400 BC, many had not existed for hundreds of years, but all are real!      Lachish, Hazor, Megiddo all discovered.
            10 specific people    Joshua, Rahab, Eleazar, Adoni-Zedek, king of Jerusalem
            17 “peoples”  Gibeonites, Girgashites, Hittites, Canaanites, Hivites, Jebusites
Ex.:  the Hittites    In Joshua they appear to be the chief rival power to the Egyptians, but 19th century historians denied their very existence.  Joshua is just a made-up story to make the Jews think they are something special.
1907 Hugo Winkler  (not Henry!  the Fonz) discovered Hatusha, the capital of a large empire, covering most of present-day Turkey, much of Syria, with dozens of cities.
Today one can even get a major in Hittite studies at Oxford University and University of Chicago.
The point:  These things, including the miraculous ones, actually happened.
OK.  One more example.  The Tel el Amarna Letters.
Tel El Amarna Tablets
In the letter, Abdi-Hiba pleaded for military aid from Pharaoh Akhenaton;

‘The Habiru plunder all lands of the king.  If archers 
are here this year, then the lands of the king, the 
lord, will remain; but if the archers are not here, 
then the lands of the king, my lord, are lost.’
 
The basic historical content comes from the historical period recounted in Joshua.  This is reliable and accurate history.  This actually happened (including the miracle at the Jordan, and the miraculous victories)
Foreshadows and Prefigures in Joshua:
Joshua is the new Moses.   Also a prefigure of Christ. 
Exodus – Deuteronomy:      
Egypt =  slave to sin, lost, owned by Pharaoh/Satan
Crossing Red Sea = Salvation, freedom from slavery, able to worship God.
Wilderness = Life of a disciple, Life after baptism but before death.
Crossing the Jordan = Making it to heaven.
The Promised Land = Heaven
Potentially a bit confusing, but after Deut, the imagery/prefiguring changes
Now:   Crossing the Jordan under the new Moses = salvation.
Living in the Promised Land =  Living under God in his Kingdom = the life of a disciple.   
Once Israel got into the Promised Land, clearly it was not a great picture, for them, of heaven.
The new savior is Joshua.  The new baptism is passing through the Jordan River.  We will talk about circumcision when we get there.
In fact, the name Joshua means “The Lord Saves.”  jeshua
Joshua 1  Be Strong and Courageous
Joshua 1:1-5
Historical Setting:  Moses has died.  All their hopes in YHWH were bound up in Moses’ leadership.  Imagine their sense of loss—their dismay.  Their sense that God has abandoned them.
I remember when Luis Mendez died in his mid-50s in San Diego.
Add to that, a raging river (this was during the Spring—March/April) lay between their armies and the Promised Land.
Funerals and rivers do not stop God’s mission!  Neither do they prevent God’s salvation (which is very deeply prefigured in the events of Joshua 1-5  Joshua’s role, crossing through water, the ark, the stones, circumcision)
“After the death of Moses”   Joshua takes up where Deuteronomy lets off.  It is a continuation of Deut.  Some have described the “Hexateuch”
It is a bit like Luke/Acts
Luke:  Going to Jerusalem
Acts:  Going out from Jerusalem.
Deut: Coming to the Jordan
Josh: Entering the Promised Land
“Moses my servant has died.” v. 1
So, you must go through a period of mourning?  No!   Prepare to cross over!!!
Josh 1:1-5 sets the outline for the book.
v. 2 Cross the Jordan  Ch 1-5:12
v. 3  Conquer the Land  Ch 5:13-12
v. 4 Divide the Land  Ch 13-22
Joshua 1:5-9 (re read v. 5)  Be strong and courageous   3 times (actually, VERY courageous)  (also in Deuteronomy 31:6)
God says to us—a small people, with few resources.  God says to you—just a regular person—nothing spectacular.   Not a beauty queen.  Not a D-1 athlete, not a Harvard-educated lawyer:
Be strong and VERY courageous to take the land of Merced, Madera, Modesto, Atwater and Turlock!!!
God says to Jaime:  The UC campus is yours!
God says to Katie, Josh, Alison and Emma:  Atwater is yours!
Gabby: Livingston belongs to you!
Noe:  Savemart is yours!
Joshua:  Why me?  Why I should  be strong and VERY courageous?
v. 6  Because you will lead these people.  It is your job.
v. 7 and obey all Moses gave you to do—then you will have success.
v. 8  Meditate on the Law day and night!!!  Obedience.
v. 9 Deut 31:6  for the Lord your God will be with you wherever you go.   reminds of Matthew 28:20
All authority  Obedience to God’s word
Therefore Go  God chose you
I will be with you always  
Q: Which is the “best” motivation to lead God’s people to victory and to cross over?      Because it is your job?    Out of obedience?  Or because God will be with you?     That’s easy!
Has anyone felt some discouragement recently—wondered if God really planned on giving us great victory?
Go back to v. 5   God’s promise to you “I will not leave you nor forsake you!!!”
v. 7  “Do not turn to the right  or to the left” is not a reference to political alignment (but, actually, it could)
Stay mission-focused.  Do not get off track.  2 Timothy 2:4  Do not get entangled in “civilian affairs.”   (not do not get involved, but do not get entangled.)  Be mission-ready.
This week:  Get out there on campus!
When you are crossing that river… Keep going.
v. 9  Well…   God commands you:    Do not be afraid.  Do not be discouraged.
I will be with you wherever you go. 
Summary:
This is our simplest outline for a sermon ever!
Be strong and very courageous because God has already given you the land.
It is both an event and a process.  
Cross over that river, go up and take the land.
