Joshua II
Preparing to Enter
Background to Joshua
Three ways of thinking about Joshua
A. As the first of the historical books of the OT  Joshua, Judges, 1,2 Samuel, 1,2 Kings tell a coherent story of Israel in the Promised Land.
B. As the completion of Deuteronomy.  Some talk about a Hexateuch, rather than a Pentateuch.   Deuteronomy takes us to the Jordan.  Joshua takes us into the Promised Land  (kind of like Luke/Acts).
C. Joshua, along with Nehemiah, is God’s instruction manual for leaders.  Do you want to take some sort of leadership role in God’s kingdom?  Study Joshua!!!
Theme passage:    Joshua 1:9   Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged, for the Lord your God will be with you wherever you go.
God has already given the Land to Israel (Gen 12, 15, 18).
But God’s people must still occupy the land.
This is a model for the Christian life.
The land is yours.   Now go and take it.
But the “taking” is always a process.
Foreshadows and Prefigures in Joshua:
Joshua is the new Moses.   Also a prefigure of Christ. 
Exodus – Deuteronomy:      
Egypt =  slave to sin, lost, owned by Pharaoh/Satan
Crossing Red Sea = Salvation, freedom from slavery, able to worship God.
Wilderness = Life of a disciple, Life after baptism but before death.
Crossing the Jordan = Making it to heaven.
The Promised Land = Heaven
Potentially a bit confusing, but after Deut, the imagery/prefiguring changes
Now:   Crossing the Jordan under the new Moses = salvation.
Living in the Promised Land =  Living under God in his Kingdom = the life of a disciple.   
Joshua 1:1-5
Historical Setting:  Moses has died.  All their hopes in YHWH were bound up in Moses’ leadership.  Imagine their sense of loss—their dismay.  Their sense that God has abandoned them.
Add to that, a raging river (this was during the Spring—March/April) lay between their armies and the Promised Land.
Funerals and rivers do not stop God’s mission!  
Joshua 1:5-9 (re read v. 5)  Be strong and courageous   3 times (actually, VERY courageous)  (also in Deuteronomy 31:6)
Be strong and VERY courageous to take the land of Merced, Madera, Modesto, Atwater and Turlock!!!
v. 6  Because you will lead these people.  It is your job.
v. 7 and obey all Moses gave you to do—then you will have success.
v. 8  Meditate on the Law day and night!!!  Obedience.
v. 9 Deut 31:6  for the Lord your God will be with you wherever you go.   reminds of Matthew 28:20
This week:  Preparing to Enter
Josh 1:10-11   Get ready to move
Sisters and brothers:  It is time to get moving.  It is time to put God’s plan into action here in Merced!      Three days from now…    Next week…   
Let’s get out on campus, let’s get our community sharing going, let’s solidify our knowledge of the Bible, get our spiritual houses in order, 
God has already given you the land.  No, let us go and take it!!
Josh 1:12-15  v. 12  But…    Unity is always an issue to take care of.  Getting the Reubenites, Gadites and Menasseh on board with the plan.
All need to share the work of building.   v. 14   Get all your men of fighting age ready for spiritual battle, until the land is taken!  Then they can rest.  Well…
Are you holding back from the spiritual battle?   Are there any stragglers who will hold back the church from taking the Promised Land?
Probably, yes!    Suggestion: Do not be one of these!
Josh 1:16-18 “Wherever you send us we will go.”
We learned from a Bible talk a couple of weeks ago regarding the Tower of Babel the power of unity.
To Joshua:  We are with you, body, heart and soul.  We will be strong and courageous.
How encouraging.
Psalm 133:1  How good and pleasing it is when God’s people live together in unity!         
Q: Are you with the program?
Joshua 2:1-24 (read it first)
An interesting story.  Rahab and the Jewish spies.  Why does God give so much air time to this story?
One possibility:  Matthew 1:5   Rahab a Gentile and a woman of questionable reputation.    (and Ruth, who was also a Gentile Moabite).  
“For the Christian Rahab represents the example of an unbeliever who learns of God’s historic acts of redemption, confesses his greatness, puts their faith in God, and is saved.”
The story of Rahab is the story of salvation by faith.
In Rahab, God’s intention that, through Abraham, “All peoples will be blessed” is demonstrated (Gen 12:3, etc.).
There is an amazing, outstanding, incredible, intelligent master story-teller behind the entire Bible, and that story-teller is God.  The Bible has theology.  The Bible has doctrines, commands and promises.  The Bible has practical advice for living.  The Bible has wonderful poetry which helps us to know how to relate to God.  But, arguably, over all of this, the Bible is a story.  The Bible has a “salvation history”  The Bible has a redemption narrative, and both the story of Rahab, and, even more so, Joshua 3-4 are a BIG part of that story of both how and (as we will see) when we are saved.
Joshua 2:1  They entered the house of a prostitute named Rahab.
Probably this was an Inne—a place where you can get the low-down of what is happening in Jericho.  Get the pulse of the place.  What’s the gossip.  What are the people thinking.
Rahab is not a likely prospect for God to use her, but that is the point…
God can use you as well.
The king is on to the spies.
He confronts Rahab.  She chooses to align herself with Israel, despite the risk to her life.    
Joshua is a sort of male prefigure of the Messiah.  Rahab is a sort of female savior figure—a female messianic prefigure.  She willingly offers her life to save God’s people (Deborah, Esther)
What about the fact that she lies to the soldiers?   Is God approving of Rahab’s lies?   Is this situational ethics?  
No, the author is simply reporting what happened.   This is an historical account, not a doctrinal statement.
v. 8  God is encouraging his people that he is fulfilling his promises.  They needed assurance.
v. 10-11 People need to hear about the mighty acts of God in our day.
v. 12-13 And about his mercy.
The result is awesome.  Joshua 2:24   God has prepared the way.  The Holy Spirit has melted hearts.  It is time to go in and take the land!!!  It is time to bring salvation!   Song of Moses’ prophecy is being fulfilled.  Ex 15:15.
The purpose of the spies, like that of Nehemiah (Neh 2:11-16) was to check out the situation.  But the purpose of God was different.  It was to reassure his people that he is going on before them.  It was to assure his people of his deliverance, and of his fulfilling his promise regarding the Promised Land.
Do you believe that God is going on before us into the land, preparing the hearts to “melt like wax?”
Joshua 3 & 4 is, along with the crossing of the Red Sea, and receiving the Law on Sinai, one of the great events in the entire history of Israel.
Ch 2  God preparing for them to enter.
Ch 3-4  The people (us) preparing to enter.   And it involves ceremony.  (the people are consecrated, stones are set up, the circumcision)  We Christians have two official ceremonies—Communion and baptism.   I am NOT a big ceremony guy, but God is!!!
Joshua 3:1-5
v. 2  Very dramatic.  Imagine you are in the camp.  You are one of the Jews.  What are you thinking?  About the death of Moses?  About the raging river?  About the report of the spies?
What are you thinking about this Spring—what God will do for and through us?
Joshua had said in Josh 1:11 “three days from now…”
The first step:  v. 5 “Consecrate yourselves.”  In other words, make yourselves holy before the Lord.
Get your heart right.  Confess your sins.  Pray.  Resolve any lingering conflict.
Joshua 3:6-17
v. 6  Let God go before the people.  We need to understand that it is God, not our awesome plans, that sets the stage for spiritual victory.
v. 8  Imagine the amount of faith in YHWH which was required for this to happen.   Step in the water, and watch what God will do.  Walk by faith
v. 13  As soon as you step foot in the waters of the Jordan.   Talk about living by faith, not by sight.  Talk about faith as believing in things not yet seen!
I think of our churches in Indonesia…   They built a Christian school by faith.   They received legal status by faith.  They planted dozens of churches (35 to be exact) in Indonesia by faith.
3:17  The entire community crossed over on dry ground.  In a dramatic moment, the entire community is baptized into Joshua, symbolically entering into a relationship with God.
Summary:
It is time to enter the Promised Land  
Unity of purpose is needed.   We need to march together to take the land (including the Gadites, the Reubenites and the Manassahites), as well as a willingness to get behind the leaders God has put in front.
God is preparing the hearts.  The Holy Spirit has gone before us.
Consecrate yourselves.
And walk by faith.

