Spring 2026 Kickoff Devotional
Let us Rise Up and Build

Themes for this semester:

1. Christ-centered.
2. Mission focused.
3. Family-minded

Topics to be covered this Spring
Christianity and Race
Gender and Christianity
War and Peace
Politics and Christianity
Christianity and Culture
Bioethics, Birth Control, Abortion, etc.
Other relevant topics?

Tonight:     Vision for 2026 from Nehemiah.  Let Us Rise Up and Build!!!

Nehemiah: God Uses a Leader to Restore and Rebuild His Kingdom

Nehemiah 1:1-3  

The 20th year of Artaxerxes, which is 445 BC. 13 years after Ezra came with the remnant to rebuild the city (Ezra 7), but it still lay in ruins.

Nehemiah is in Susa, the capital of the Persian/Mede empire.

Tragedy.  The wall of Jerusalem is broken down, and its gates have been burned with fire.

This is not new information!!  What have the Jews been doing the past 70+ years since the temple was completed 516 BC.

Merced lies in ruins as well, spiritually.  So do the lives of most of those at MC, at UCM, and everywhere in our communities as well!  The work of bringing salvation here is not going all that well.

Who cares about the kingdom of God like Nehemiah?
Do you have concern for the current state of the world and the church?
Will you, like Nehemiah, take action to restore and rebuild?

Nehemiah 1:4-11 

What is the first thing Nehemiah did?   He mourned, fasted and prayed!!!!   This is the first instinct of all great women and men of God.

We are doing this on Friday.  Please join with us!

Does the fact that so many in Merced county are lost bother you?  What will you do?

v. 6  See the boldness!  Listen, God!  Look, God!  v. 8 Remember!
v. 6 See the humility.

Boldness and Humility.  A rare combination.

v. 6  We have sinned in what we have done.
v. 7 We have also sinned in what we have NOT done.

Most importantly:  Nehemiah 1:6, 7  Notice: “We” (even though Nehemiah did none of those things)

Also note Neh 1:9  Nehemiah had been reading Deuteronomy 28-30  If we repent and return, then God will restore and rebuild.

Based on his conviction about sin, and his faith in God’s promises, Nehemiah acted!

Nehemiah, God’s great leader, wept, mourned, fasted and prayed.

Nehemiah 2:1-9     Nehemiah moves from repentance, humility, prayer and fasting to action!!!

Nehemiah was cupbearer to Artaxerxes.  This was a big deal.  The cupbearer was a close adviser—always by the side of the king.  Like a Chief of Staff.

v. 2 Having a sad face before the king could lead to execution!!!
v. 3 “Why should my face not look sad when the city where my ancestors are buried lies in ruins and its gates have been destroyed by fire?”

Like Esther, took a huge risk for God.  Nehemiah trusted God’s providence, allowing him to be very bold.  Reminds of Esther.

v. 4  What is it you want.   Nehemiah says a quick prayer.
Sometimes we need to remember that the Holy Spirit lives in us.

v. 5-8  Let God use me to rebuild his city.
Note the boldness:  Let me go for several years.  Give me tons of wood and a bunch of other stuff.

Remember our prayer two years ago.  God, give us a place to meet.
What does God do?  He gives us a great place for $50/mo.  Remember, I said let’s have an abundance mentality.  Amen God!!!!!!

Artaxerxes says yes! V. 8  “Because of God’s gracious hand.”  Not “because I did such a great job of appealing to the king.”

But   It will not be a cake-walk.

Nehemiah 2:10 A foreshadow of things to come.  Sanballat and Tobiah are not happy.  Do not expect the world to be excited when God’s kingdom is being rebuilt!!!!  Satan does not take vacations.

Nehemiah 2:11-18 Nehemiah examines the walls of the city.   God’s leader comes up with a plan to rebuild God’s kingdom.

We rely on God, but we have a workable plan to do great things.
v. 17  You see the trouble we are in: Jerusalem lies in ruins, and the gates have been burned with fire.  Nehemiah explains what he has observed.  He gets real about the depth of the problem.   We have to do something!

v. 18 I also told them about the gracious hand of God on me and what the king had said to me.   Nehemiah explains that this is God’s mission for them.  He shares his faith with them, literally!!!

v. 18 Come, let us rise up and rebuild the wall!!!!!  Nehemiah, the leader, calls the people to action. 
All here:  Let us rise up and build the wall in Merced!!!

God’s leader develops a vision and then calls the people to join him in doing the work.

Nehemiah 2:19-20  Sanballat and Tobiah.  When we get busy building the kingdom, enemies will come out of nowhere.  Satan does not sleep.  He tries to intimidate us.  There is no way you can do this.  The university does not allow this…  You cannot afford to pay full-time interns.

Neh 2:20  If God is for us, no one can be against us.  Romans 8:31
Psalm 18:29  David.  Another great leader.  With your help I can advance against a troop.  With my God I can scale a wall!

With my God, I can help to build a campus ministry club of 30, 50, 80!

Ch 3:1-5…  The builders get building.
When God’s leader creates a true, godly vision, the people will get behind him/her.
v. 1 The priests went to work….  In this chapter the priests and Levites are leading the work.  These are the Bible talk leaders…

Perfume makers, merchants, district rulers, gold-workers.  Rich, poor, white collar, blue collar, every gift is needed.

v. 20 Baruch zealously repaired another section.   Are you zealously working on the wall?

Nehemiah 4:1-5.  Again, when we get busy and zealous building God’s kingdom, opposition will arise.  Count on it!!

4:2 Sanballat ridiculed them… 
v. 3 Tobiah… even a fox climbing on it would break down the wall.

You cannot build a church here of 200, 400.  No one has ever built a campus ministry of 100 in such a small town.  Your plan to help foster youth is a joke.

v. 4 What does Nehemiah do?  He prays.

Nehemiah 4:6-9 Halfway done. 

Sanballat and Tobiah are now getting concerned.  They form an alliance to oppose the building. 

v. 9 They prayed. 

Nehemiah 4:10-15    Real, valid causes for concern arise.  Reasons to be discouraged or worried.

Let’s take a time out.  Let’s stop building for a time.  We have to take care of our problems.  Illustration:  The singles in San Diego.  We don’t want to be in an evangelistic Bible Talk.  We need to take care of ourselves first.
Thursday:  It’s HOOOTTTTT.  I have a toothache.  I have a terrible backache.

Nehemiah:

No!!!!   Perhaps we need to step back and slow down in order to deal with the problems, but I REFUSE to come down from working on the wall!!!!!

v. 13  “Therefore I stationed some of the people behind the lowest points of the wall at the exposed places. 

v. 14  Nehemiah: “Don’t be afraid of them.  Remember the Lord, who is great and awesome, and fight for your families, your sons and your daughters, your wives and your homes.
They did not back down (but they did not ignore the threat—they responded to it)

Nehemiah 4:16-20  Half worked and half held spears, shields, bows and armour.

v. 17 Those who carried materials did their work with one hand, and held a weapon in the other.   (Our weapon is the Bible)

v. 20  Our God will fight for us.   Do you believe this?????

Ch 5  (just tell the story)    More problems.
Drought, famine, heavy taxes—from fellow Jews!  Division.

Nehemiah takes out the time from his busy work rebuilding to confront the sin and to call the weak and uncommitted to repent.

Nehemiah 6:1-2  Sanballat and Tobiah try another tactic.  Let’s have a conference.  Let’s come to an agreement to compromise our religious conviction.  Let’s go to Ono to come to a compromise.

Nehemiah said Oh no! to Ono.

Nehemiah 6:15 So the wall was completed on the 25th day of Elul, in 52 days!!!

Nehemiah: God uses a leader to build his kingdom.

Nehemiah had deep convictions about rebuilding God’s kingdom.

Nehemiah prayed boldly to God.

Nehemiah took action.  He developed a plan, he was real with the people about the situation, but he gave them a powerful vision

He assured them that God was with them.

He called them to rise up and build.

He called them to keep at the work despite all problems and opposition.

And the walls of Jerusalem were built.

Discussion questions:

What do you want to build this semester?

What will you do in the next couple of weeks to begin putting this into action?
