A Godly Vision for 2026
A lesson from Ephesians 4:11-16
Theme for the year:
The Merced Christian Church will be:
1. Christ-centered.
2. Mission focused.
3. Family-minded
Eph 4:11-16    God provided leaders for his people.
My job:  To equip y’all for works of service.   The church is a training ground for ministry.
Our mindset:   Every member a minister.
So, what is your ministry? (remember 1 Peter 4:10-11)   Are you mostly just showing up, or do you have an active role?  (events, Instagram, worship, heading our benevolence, sound, evangelism, etc.)
To what end?
1. The body built up.  Individual Christians grow in their knowledge of God and of the Bible, and in their faith in God.   v. 12
Also, strengthening the church itself—all the supporting ligaments (v. 16)
2. Unity in the faith.    v. 12    Dealing w/ personal issues, creating a unified vision, achieving consensus, meeting needs.
We had some unity problems this year with four members who were not fully supportive of what Jan and I are trying to do here.
3. Maturity and the fullness of Christ.  Spirituality   v. 13   I have to ask myself: Are our members becoming closer to God and more Christ-like.
Signs of spirituality:
Christlikeness
Stability—not up and down and not pulled by false doctrines.
Strong in both grace and truth
Unity-minded, bridge builder, peace-maker    Focused on others.

4. Solid teaching and maturity in knowledge of theology and biblical teaching.  v. 14.   I will not apologize for using Sun., Wed, and even Tuesday for Bible teaching.
5. The body is built up as each does its work.
Therefore, in 2026, each member should consider themselves a minister.
We need EVERYONE to step up.
What is our method?
Speaking the truth in love.
I have been weak on this count.  I have been afraid to confront sin at times.
I need to speak my mind more directly.  What about you?
2. Sharing about vision and goals for the church in 2026.
What is your personal vision/goal for your church this year?
(I am taking notes)

Proposal:  A day of fasting  what day?   Friday   Breakfast together Saturday AM
3. Info on the schedule for the year.
Valentine’s Party 2/13   Double Date night 2/14
Evangelistic event Feb 
Sports night
Grand Canyon trip
Spring retreat
Women’s Day in April  date tba
Men’s Retreat in April  
Fall retreat
Missions Contribution
Church at the Park  Sunday before Memorial Day
Love feasts, Worship nights
4. Ideas for activities this year.
Manny suggested doing tubing in June.
Camping?
Chili cookoff
