Gender Issues and Christianity
Principle concerns/issues in this category:
Homosexuality and same-sex attractions
Transgender
These are very difficult issues.
In our culture it is a very sensitive issue.  The classic Christian view on homosexuality is thought of a mean-spirited, closed minded, and unjust.
And for a fairly significant number of people you know, this issue cuts VERY deep.  It affects who they think they are, and who they want to be.  It affects the most significant areas of their life in very profound ways.
Remember that in these “Hot Issues” there are three levels of addressing the issues.
Our approach:
1. What can we say for sure, based on the Bible?
2. What can we infer or reasonably conclude, based on biblical principles?
3. What are some gray areas in which we ought to have our opinion, but have grace toward those who disagree.

A. Homosexuality and Christianity

My strong desire is to:
A. Present a clear biblical picture (where last week, this was not completely possible. We were in category 2 above) regarding homosexual behavior.
B. To do so in a way which makes those with same-sex attractions not feel judged, or shamed, but to feel welcomed with open arms in our fellowship.
I want to separate attraction from action.
Let me give out one thing to get us started, and let me do so with an illustration:
Guy Hammond, an evangelist of 20+ year spoke in San Diego.  We invited him for a conference on THIS topic.
He began by saying “I am gay.”
Same-sex attraction is not sinful.
Guy runs a very successful organization which has helped thousands “Strength in Weakness.”
… Read a quote on p. 13 of his book.
It is no more sinful than opposite-sex attraction, although it is more problematic, generally, in the life of a Christian.
Lust is a sin 
Matthew 5:27 “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall not commit adultery.’ But I tell you that anyone who looks at a woman lustfully has already committed adultery with her in his heart.”
Clearly this does not apply to two who are married.  God created marriage.  God created sex, and sex between married people is good and blessed by God.
But, this passage applies to women toward men they are not married to, women toward women and men toward men.
But to have the feeling or the desire, alone, is not sinful.
Like the happily married evangelist Guy Hammond has shared, if he is tempted, it is toward men, not women.
Guy would warn us in his book Gay and Christian that the LGBTQ-agenda folks are coming after our young Christians, and to take down those who take a biblical position on homosexuality
But Guy would also share that we should “Care Beyond the Margins.”
That Jesus would love, reach out to, and spend time with those who are same-sex-attracted.  You are safe here from the haters!
BTW, it is illegal for Guy to speak on this topic publicly in Canada.  To suggest that homosexual activities are wrong is illegal there.  
A. The Bible and Homosexual Behavior:
1. Jesus did not discuss homosexuality specifically, but he described God’s plan for human romantic and sexual relationships.  In the book of Matthew, Jesus affirmed God’s plan for mankind’s sexuality in plain language:
Matthew 19:4-6  “Haven’t you read,” he replied, “that at the beginning the Creator ‘made them male and female,’ and said, ‘For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh’?  So they are no longer two, but one flesh. Therefore, what God has joined together, let no one separate.”
Matthew 5:31-32   “It has been said, ‘Anyone who divorces his wife must give her a certificate of divorce.’ But I tell you that anyone who divorces his wife, except for sexual immorality, makes her the victim of adultery, and anyone who marries a divorced woman commits adultery.”
Though he did not address every sexual deviation form that plan (rape, incest, bestiality, orgies, pedophilia, fetishes)
Jesus’ plan for sexuality is that it occur between a male and a female within the covenant of marriage.  Period.
Objection: But Jesus said that “at the resurrection people will neither marry nor be given in marriage.”    So, in heaven there will be no gender.  Therefore gender is not a big deal, anyway.
Response:  Speculation about the future Kingdom of God aside, God made them male and female for a reason.  We are not in a good position to judge God on his decision there.
We can go back to the Garden of Eden, when God made a “suitable partner.”
Genesis 2:24  “That is why a man leaves his father and mother and is united to his wife, and they become one flesh.”

2. The Old Testament:  The most straight-forward prohibitions against homosexual behavior are Leviticus 18:22 “Do not have sexual relations with a man as one does with a woman; that is detestable.”
and Leviticus 20:13 “If a man has sexual relations with a man as one does with a woman, both of them have done what is detestable. They are to be put to death; their blood will be on their own heads.”
In Leviticus 18, God lists homosexual behavior with “your neighbor’s wife,” “your daughter-in-law,” “Your wife’s sister.” “Do not sacrifice your children to Molech,” and “Do not have sexual relations with an animal.”  All of these things happen when God’s standard for sex between a married man and woman are abandoned.  And all of these happened in Egypt, in Babylon, in Greece and Rome.  
Secondly, Lev. 18:24 states, “‘Do not defile yourselves in any of these ways, because this is how the nations that I am going to drive out before you became defiled.”
Deut. 22: 5 states, “A woman must not wear men’s clothing, nor a man wear women’s clothing, for the Lord your God detests anyone who does this.” 
God urges men to behave in ways appropriate to men and women in ways appropriate to women.
Ephesians 5: 25-27 urges the Christian man to lay down his life for his wife.  There is thrust of scripture indicating that sacrifice, protection, and consideration must be the focus of manhood.    
God does the same for women. 1 Peter 3:4 says to the sisters, “Rather, it should be that of your inner self, the unfading beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is of great worth in God’s sight.”  There seems to be a difference scripturally between the way a godly man’s spirit and a godly woman’s spirit express themselves.   There is a lot of overlap, but there are still differences in our masculine and feminine natures and roles that require attention and focus.  
Objection:   This is the Old Testament.  This is the Law of Moses.  We no longer need to obey Sabbath, nor do we need to obey kosher food laws.  The same holds for homosexual activity.
But these sins are listed with other deviant sexual behaviors, and they are called “detestable” to God.  This is never said of non-kosher foods, or of planting more than one crop in the same field.
3. The New Testament (other than Jesus)
1 Corinthians 6:9-10  “Or do you not know that wrongdoers will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived: Neither the sexually immoral nor idolaters nor adulterers nor men who have sex with men nor thieves nor the greedy nor drunkards nor slanderers nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God.” 
1 Timothy 1:8-10  “We know that the law is good if one uses it properly.  We also know that the law is made not for the righteous but for lawbreakers and rebels, the ungodly and sinful, the unholy and irreligious, for those who kill their fathers or mothers, for murderers,  for the sexually immoral, for those practicing homosexuality, for slave traders and liars and perjurers—and for whatever else is contrary to the sound doctrine.”
Romans 1:26-27  Because of this, God gave them over to shameful lusts. Even their women exchanged natural sexual relations for unnatural ones.  In the same way the men also abandoned natural relations with women and were inflamed with lust for one another.” 
These passages are clear and unambiguous.
But…  Objections:
1. These passages are only talking about pederasty.  Sexual activity of older men with male children.    The problem with this is that it simply is not true!
This is an ad hoc argument   (one created, not because of the evidence, but in order to defend and already-assumed idea).
2. But David had this kind of relationship with Jonathan.  1 Samuel 1:26 “I grieve for you, Jonathan my brother; you were very dear to me.  Your love for me was wonderful, more wonderful than that of women.”
3. But they love one another.   This could apply to adultery, or any other deviant sexual behavior.   This is to take the arrogant stance that we know better than God.
4. Christianity is so outdated on this issue.     (assumes that “moderns” have figured out something that the ancients were not smart enough to figure out).
5. God made them that way.  Some people are born gay.
Note: Guy Hammond cannot remember a time when he was more attracted to women than to men.
All of us have some tendencies toward sinful behavior, whether toward sexual addiction, violence, alcohol.
This tells me two things:
1. Heterosexual Christians need to be very humble in judging those with this particular sinful tendency.
2. Nevertheless, Christianity is about holiness and righteous behavior.  All of us must choose to turn against sinful desires of whatever form.
As my friend Steve Hiddleson said:
What might Jesus say if he also interpreted Leviticus 18:22 in the same spirit we find in the other scriptures he interpreted in the SOM?   Perhaps he would say, “You have heard it said, ‘Do not have sexual relations with a man as one does with a woman’ but I tell you do not even contemplate what it would be like to have sexual relations with a man.”.  The God who forbids adultery also forbids fantasizing about adultery, for this is the root of the sin.  The adulterer covets what he cannot have (another’s wife).  The homosexual offender covets what he cannot morally have, sex (or marriage with sex) with someone of the same sex.  God expects us to have self-control and submission to him regarding all of our desires (money, sex, food, power, etc.) and channel them for his glory. We were brought to life on this planet for his purposes.  Similar to the desire to have sex with someone else’s wife because of selfish and uncontrolled sexual desire, homosexual behavior begins with entertaining the notion that homosexual behavior might be pleasing to us.
A side note:
Many conservative Christians believe that same-sex attractions can be overcome miraculously through prayer.  That the same-sex-attracted can be converted to heterosexuality.
Answer:  Maybe.  Guy Hammond prayed this MANY times, but he does so no longer.
Conversion therapy has been a near-total failure.
So, what should we do?
1. We need to call people to holy behavior.  Period.  With no compromise because of some sort of sentimentality.  We should not be intimidated by the LGBTQ agenda into changing the biblical stance.
2. But we need to also reach out to those who have unwanted, or even still-wanted same-sex attraction.  We need to accept them.  We need to make them feel safe.  We need to treat them as Jesus treated the woman caught in adultery.
We need to not throw the first stone.  We need to, first, deal with the areas of unholiness in our own lives.  “Who are you to judge someone else’s (like God’s) servant. To their own master, servants will stand or fall. And they will stand, for the Lord is able to make them stand.”  Romans 14:4
God desires mercy, not sacrifice (Hosea 6:6, Matthew 9:13  Matthew 12:7)
We need to maintain a mercy-first stance toward all people.
Discussion Questions:
1. Do you ever have thoughts or use words which, if expressed to a person who is either actively homosexual or who has same-sex-attractions feel like they would not be welcomed here?
2. Are you influenced by sentimentality on this issue?
3. If Jesus were to come into a group in which he observed a person who is “gay,” how would he treat that person?


B. Transgender and Christianity
Questions for thought:
Is there a distinction between one’s sex and one’s gender in the Bible?
Does God determine one’s gender?
Is one’s gender determined by biology?
Is one’s gender determined by individual decision?   Progressives say definitely yes, and call anyone who disagrees a cold-hearted, closed-minded idealogue.
What is the science of sex?  Is there a clear distinction?
Remember our proposed approach:
Our approach:
1. What can we say for sure, based on the Bible?
2. What can we infer or reasonably conclude, based on biblical principles?
3. What are some gray areas in which we ought to have our opinion, but have grace toward those who disagree.
And…
My desire is to:
A. Present a clear biblical picture regarding gender and Christianity.
B. To do so in a way which makes those who have chosen to identify with a gender other than their biological sex not feel judged, or shamed, but to feel welcomed with open arms in our fellowship.


1. The Bible and transgender:
Genesis 1:27  So God created mankind in his image, in the image of God he created them; male and female he created them.
Repeated in Genesis 5:2
Our being in the image of God has nothing to do with sex or gender.  God is not a guy.  God does not have x or y chromosomes.
But creation of two separate sexes/genders was God’s idea.  Genesis 2:24 “This is why a man leaves his father and mother and is united to his wife, and they become one flesh.  God intended male and female to complement one another.
Deut. 22: 5 states, “A woman must not wear men’s clothing, nor a man wear women’s clothing, for the Lord your God detests anyone who does this.” 
Note: This verse is NOT talking about transgender—a choice to identify publicly as female when biologically male or as a male when biologically female.  But they are related.
2. What can we infer or reasonably conclude, based on biblical principles?
The Bible never addresses the question of someone who has been created as a male “identifying” as female and vice verse.
But I conclude that God is not pleased with we humans choosing not to accept who he made us to be.  I infer that it is sinful for a person to knowingly refuse the gender they were made by God.

Objection:
This is reading into the biblical text, whereas God gave us freedom in Christ.

Response:  True, but I believe that this is a common-sense inference and I intend to be part of a church which takes this position.

But, unlike homosexuality this issue is very fraught and very complicated and must be handled with GREAT delicacy in the present societal/cultural context.

For example:  There are people who have undergone both pharmaceutical and surgical transformations, making them physically a different gender.

For this I will go back to the first lecture on bioethics:

The natural Christian attitude seems to be liberal when it comes to using technology to reduce suffering and to improve the quality of natural life, but to be conservative in unnaturally altering life for personal or monetary benefit.
Changing our God-given bodies, either pharmaceutically through hormone therapies, or surgically amounts to “unnaturally altering life for personal benefit.”

Personally, I could never support people doing this, and I certainly oppose parents doing this to their under-age children.

OK, but what if this is a done deal?

Ie.  How should the church treat those who come to us already transgender?

Our goal is to help them.  How can we help them?

A. Not by judging them and demanding that they not enter our doors unless they dress “properly.”

The case of Brandon.  For several years had been identified female, had had both hormone and surgical changes.

The church studied with “her” as a female.

They very patiently allowed “her” to address this question on her own terms.  Did not tell her that she must reidentify.

Brandon decided that he had gone against God’s will and began the transformation back to male.

But…  There were permanent implications which we can only imagine.

Our approach:
1. What can we say for sure, based on the Bible?
2. What can we infer or reasonably conclude, based on biblical principles?
3. What are some gray areas in which we ought to have our opinion, but have grace toward those who disagree.

What about gender dysphoria?    
Definition: Gender dysphoria is a medically recognized and clinically significant distress or discomfort arising from a mismatch between a person's gender identity and their sex assigned at birth. It represents a deep, lasting discomfort with one's body or social role, often causing anxiety, depression, and a desire to transition socially or medically.

Demanding a gender re-assignment on such a person may be dangerous.

Q: Should a Christian make allowance for gender dysphoria?

In the case of Brandon, his spiritual advisers failed to recognize this possibility.   Brandon took his life.
Suicide risk:  Those who are transgender have a suicide rate somewhere between 4 and 10 times higher than the general population (a very broad range because this is hard to measure.)

Is this because, as a human being, to identify opposite one’s God-given sex is psychologically and emotionally harmful, or is this because marginalized people, such as transgender, are persecuted.

Answer:  Both!

But, we as Christians do NOT want to be part of the second reason.

Therefore, we need to bend over backward to avoid labeling, shaming, and even need to be careful to let them reach their own conclusion on the sinfulness of this choice.

Maybe we cannot help them.  But we should try.

Unusual cases:
There is the very rare case of people who are truly of ambiguous sex.
A. XXY individuals.  Klinefelter syndrome.    
Between 0.1 and 0.2 % of humans.
Most are identified male.

B. People incorrectly assigned at birth, with ambiguous genitalia.  These people are referred to as “intersex.”
Multiple studies have identified this as 0.018% of births.
In other words, one in 5,000.

Advice:  Handle this with “kid gloves” and do not judge!    Accept these people and let them decide what they will do with their gender identity.

Pronouns:   Should we, as disciples, go against our convictions on transgender and use they/them or he instead of she?

Questionable answer:  Avoid use of pronouns.

Better answer:  Possibly avoid use of pronouns, but out of respect, address a person the way that they have humbly asked you to address them.

There are other nuances to this complex spiritual question.

Ex.  What about a male having a relationship with a female who identifies as male?   Is this homosexuality?  Is he sinning? What should we do?     (I have an answer, but I mention this just to remind us that this is a messy issue)

Teens are at a period of life in which they are trying to discover who they are and what their convictions are about what is right.  They should be given a clear understanding of the biblical idea of maleness and femaleness, but need to be given some room to discover truth about sex and gender in a safe environment.

Summary:

On the margins, the distinction between sex and gender is not an idea completely created by sinful and rebellious people.

But, as a general rule, God has unambiguously created humans male and female, and we should not let the marginal cases cloud what God has done, and we should not let sentimentality determine how we feel about this sensitive topic.

But…
God desires mercy, not sacrifice (Hosea 6:6, Matthew 9:13  Matthew 12:7)
We need to maintain a mercy-first stance toward all people.
Discussion Questions:

1. Do you feel it is sinful for a person to choose to not accept as their gender the sex they were created as by God?

2. Have you had personal interaction with someone who is transgender? If you are comfortable, share your experience, and what you feel would be a proper way to interact with this person?







