Joshua III
It’s Time to Enter the Promised Land
Three ways of thinking about Joshua
A. As the first of the historical books of the OT  Joshua, Judges, 1,2 Samuel, 1,2 Kings tell a coherent story of Israel in the Promised Land.
B. As the completion of Deuteronomy.  Deuteronomy takes us to the Jordan.  Joshua takes us into the Promised Land  (kind of like Luke/Acts).
C. Joshua, along with Nehemiah, is God’s instruction manual for leaders. 
Theme passage:    Joshua 1:9   Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged, for the Lord your God will be with you wherever you go.
Last Week: Preparing to Enter.
Josh 1:10-11   Get ready to move.   It is time to put God’s plan into action here in Merced!      Three days from now…  
Josh 1:12-15  Unity is always an issue to take care of.  Getting the Reubenites, Gadites and Menasseh on board with the plan.
Josh 1:16-18 “Wherever you send us we will go.”    We are with you, body, heart and soul.  We will be strong and courageous.
Joshua 2:1-24  Rahab and the Spies.
“For the Christian Rahab represents the example of an unbeliever who learns of God’s historic acts of redemption, confesses his greatness, puts their faith in God, and is saved.”
The story of Rahab is the story of salvation by faith.
Rahab is not a likely prospect for God to use her, but that is the point…
God can use you as well.
Ch 3  Preparing to enter.Joshua 3:5 “Consecrate yourselves.”  In other words, make yourselves holy before the Lord.
Get your heart right.  Confess your sins.  Pray.  Resolve any lingering conflict.
Joshua 3:6-12     God, in the form of the Ark of the Covenant must go before God’s people.    God is going before us as we move to take the Land.
Remember, on the job, in your neighborhood, in your class, on campus, that God is going before us.  If he does not, we would be better off not trying to enter.  (we will see an example of this at AI later)
Joshua 3:13-17   Here is where we left off last week…
Imagine you are one of the priests carrying the ark.  I will be swept away!!!
v. 13  As soon as you step foot in the waters of the Jordan.   Talk about living by faith, not by sight.  Talk about faith as believing in things not yet seen!
Imagine you are Joshua.  Boy…  I really hope this works.  It took great faith to give these orders.    (We will see later that, because he did, the people willingly followed Joshua the rest of his life)    The church should follow leaders with crazy faith.
There is NO WAY the army could pass through the Jordan River at flood stage without the powerful work of God.   There is NO WAY we can be saved by our own effort.    Baptism is not the work of man.  Baptism is a work of God.
I think of our churches in Indonesia…   They built a Christian school by faith.   They received legal status by faith.  They planted dozens of churches (35 to be exact) in Indonesia by faith.
3:17  The entire community crossed over on dry ground.  In a dramatic moment, the entire community is baptized into Joshua, symbolically entering into a relationship with God.
What a miracle.  And this really happened!!!
What a miracle that you were baptized into Joshua   oops…  Jesus.
And standing in the middle—between us and God—are the priests.
Q: Why did God choose to have this happen when the river was at flood stage?
(We will see another reason later, but…)   
Because he wants to remind us that our salvation has nothing to do with our effort.
He wanted them to pass through the Jordan at a time that, literally, it could ONLY be by the power of God, not by our awesome and holy effort.
We need to consecrate ourselves.  But our consecration does not do it!!!!
v. 16    You will find pictures of Israel crossing in front of a really high wall of water.  That is not what happened.   Adam “a great distance away” is todays Tell-ed-Damiye  18 miles north of Jericho.
They step in, and the water simply stopped flowing.
Was it due to an earthquake/landslide?  Was it semi-natural (but still a miracle of timing)?  Or did the water literally pile up, defying gravity?   DK!
v. 17   The priests stood on dry ground.   Israel on one side.   “God” on the other.   The priests are the mediators.
Who is our mediator?    These priests are acting in the place of the Great High Priest (Hebrews) Jesus.  Great symbolism!!!
Ceremonies:
As the people preparing to enter (Ch 3) and as they enter (Ch 4), there is much ceremony. 
1. The people are consecrated
2. The priests holding the ark, standing in the center, mediating between Israel (us) and God.
3. The12 men—one from each tribe walk, with the priests, into the center of the river—not knowing whether they would get caught in a flash flood at any moment.  Walking/standing by faith.  
4. They did not know about their role with the 12 stones are set up, reminding of salvation by the mediation of Jesus, and by faith.
5. The circumcision.
6. Passover
7. The covenant re-sealed at Mt Ebal.
I am NOT a big ceremony guy (they sure are in Africa!), but God is!!  
We need ceremonies.  Why?  Because we need to remember our covenant relationship (our hesed relationship) with God.
We Christians have two official ceremonies—Communion and baptism.   I am NOT a big ceremony guy, but God is!!!
One purpose of Communion is to remember.  To remember what?  That we had come to a river that could never be crossed by human power
We need to remember those key spiritual moments in our lives.
Perhaps we should create our own little ceremonies (like our baptism certificates)
(Dale Davis) “Not remembering is the greatest enemy of faith.”
Joshua 4:1-9  The twelve stones.    In the past I more or less blew this little story off as only important for Israel.  I have repented.
v. 1  Choose 12 men.  He already had! (3:12) They were standing (by faith) in the middle of the river.
v. 5  Put it on your shoulder (I love the detail here)  These are large stones.
v. 9  “They are there to this day.”  This proves that the final version of Joshua was completed many years (a few hundred?) after the events.
Joshua 4:10-18  
The people hurried over (again minor detail, showing this to be the result of eye-witness testimony).     The people had faith, but not enough to slow-walk!
v. 12  As a symbol of unity, Reuben, Gad and ½ Menasseh cross first.
v. 14  God anointed Joshua leader that day.  Why?  Because of his faith!
v. 16  VERY DRAMATIC.  While a vast multitude looks on, Joshua says to the priests, Come out!!!    (reminds me of Jesus saying to Lazarus, “Lazarus, come out!)
v. 18   This is the ark of the covenant.   The covenant has been sealed!!!
Well, not yet, as we will see.
Oh, the drama!!!  v. 18  “No sooner had they set their feet on the dry ground.”
No sooner has (fill in the blank) made a faithful decision to trust God, then God acted to come to their rescue.
God likes drama sometimes.  God waits to grant miracles to the moment we make a momentous decision.
v. 18  And the people say, PHEW!
Joshua 4:19-5:1
On the tenth day of the first month     Exodus 12:2
Very precise!!!    This is the same day that the people set aside the Passover lamb.  10 Nisan.   Exactly 40 years later.
Exodus 12:2-3  God begins the process of redeeming his people.
Joshua 4:19  God has completed the process of redeeming his people.
40 is a time of waiting—of expectation—in the Bible.  You could write a whole book about that!
v. 23    A very profound statement:   “For the Lord your God did to the Jordan what he had done to the Red Sea.”    God did for the second generation, through Joshua, what he had already done for the first generation, through Moses
What he also will do for THIS generation, in Christ, when we are baptized into him.
Also, note that this place, opposite Jericho, is where JTB ushered in the kingdom, baptizing “for the forgiveness of sins.”
v. 24  Why?   So that we could enter a relationship with God.
But also, “so that all the peoples of the earth will know that the hand of the Lord is powerful.”
5:1  And that is the exact effect this event had on the surrounding peoples.  They saw the miraculous change in your life and said, “Surely there is a God in Israel/in your life.”   Tell me about this God!  (Rahab)
Joshua 5:2-12   Ceremony # 5 of 7.  Circumcision.
v. 2  Make flint (probably actually obsidian) knives.   Ouch!  I would prefer a steel scalpel.
v. 3  funny.   Gibeath Haaraloth means “hill of foreskins.”   Like a couple hundred thousand of them.
The setting:
v. 4-5    They had not circumcised while in the wilderness.
Why not?  We are not told.   Some speculate God withdrew this covenant-sealing act for 40 years as a sign of his displeasure due to their lack of faith.  They were on probation as God’s people.   Maybe…
 But I know why.
They are baptized into Joshua in the Jordan, and God wants us to make the connection between circumcision and baptism.
Also, note the connection between circumcision and Passover (v. 10).  Only the circumcised can participate in the effects of the Passover lamb.
Col 2:11-12        Baptism is a spiritual circumcision done by Christ.
It is a spiritual cutting off of the flesh—of the fleshly nature.   Circumcision is the removal of the male foreskin.  Baptism is the removal of the flesh and the moment in time that our sins are removed from us.  
Phil 3:3  Ours is the true circumcision.
The first generation had circumcision, but no faith.  Circumcision done by human hands.
The second generation had faith, but no circumcision.   Ironic.
But, having been baptized into Joshua, the symbolic prefiguring was made complete as the 2nd generation was circumcised.
v. 9  And thus God “rolled away the reproach of Egypt from you.”  (Interesting, as some of them had literally never even been in Egypt.)
v. 10 On the 14th day.  The same day that Jesus was crucified.  They celebrated the Passover in the Land for the first time.  What symbolism!
Summary:
How about you?   Is it time for you to enter the Promised Land?  Have you been baptized into Christ?
If you have, great!!!   But every day, in Christ, we must walk by faith across that Jordan River.  Not to be saved, but to be a continued part of taking the Promised Land of Merced County for God.  
Let us set up our stones of remembrance, and let us join with God’s people as we take the journey of faith, through the River, to take the Land for God.
Sermunion:
The Lord’s Supper is our 12 stones.  It is our ceremony, designed to do what the stones did for Israel.
Joshua 4:5b-7   Remind your children.
Do this in remembrance of me Luke 22:19   1 Cor 11:24-25   After the supper he took the cup…  Do this…
You were on the wrong side of the Jordan River.
But your Great High Priest went into the bed of the river, made provision for you to enter into a relationship with God.
So, let’s do this in remembrance of what Jesus, our high priest, did for us.
