Joshua IV
The Walls Come Down
Three ways of thinking about Joshua
A. As the first of the historical books of the OT  Joshua, Judges, 1,2 Samuel, 1,2 Kings tell a coherent story of Israel in the Promised Land.
B. As the completion of Deuteronomy.  Deuteronomy takes us to the Jordan.  Joshua takes us into the Promised Land  (kind of like Luke/Acts).
C. Joshua, along with Nehemiah, is God’s instruction manual for leaders. 
Theme passage:    Joshua 1:9   Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged, for the Lord your God will be with you wherever you go.
Two weeks ago: Crossing the Jordan.
We saw the incredible faith, both of Joshua as leader (boy, I really hope this works), and of the priests who carried the ark, as they walked up to the river.  The moment they stepped in the water ceased to flow.
God brought them to the Jordan River at flood stage so that they could know that it was only by the miraculous power of God that they could enter the Promised Land.
And we saw the great symbolism as the second generation was “baptized into Joshua” in the Jordan, as the first was baptized into Moses in the Red Sea.
What a dramatic moment in the history of God’s plan of salvation when Israel crossed the Jordan “on dry ground.”
And, of course, God, in the form of the ark, went first.
And the priests, as prefigures of the Great High Priest, went ahead as well, paving the way for us to enter into a relationship with God.
Oh, the drama!!!  v. 18  “No sooner had they set their feet on the dry ground.”
v. 18  And the people say, PHEW!

We saw many ceremonies, but in particular the circumcision and the Passover, as foreshadows of our baptism and the death of the Passover Lamb so that we could enter into a relationship with God.
Joshua 5:9  And thus God “rolled away the reproach of Egypt from you.”  (Interesting, as some of them had literally never even been in Egypt.)
This week:  The Walls Come Down.
Now, we are on the West bank of the Jordan.  We have been, figuratively, baptized into Christ and have entered into a relationship with God.  So, the job is done, and we are good to go.
Not exactly.  We have some work to do.  We have some conquering to do.  We have some souls to save.  We have some kingdom work to do.
Joshua 5:13-15  Joshua is consecrated for the work.
This scene for Joshua corresponds to Exodus 3; the burning bush, for Moses.
As the people had to be consecrated before crossing the Jordan, God’s leader must be consecrated before he begins the work.
Joshua sees a “man”  “The commander of the Lord’s army.”   Is this a theophany—a visitation of God?   Yes.  Is this a Christophany?  Maybe.
Joshua, in a surprisingly bold move, ask the commander of the Lord’s army, “Are you for us or for our enemies?”
A very curious answer:  “Neither.”   I am on God’s side!
Like Jose commented:  The question is not whether God is on our side, but whether we are on God’s side!
Joshua falls to the ground. You are on holy ground.
Joshua 6:1-5   Very strange battle-plans!!!
v. 1  The gates were securely barred.  The city appeared to not be open.  The people had chosen to ignore the great works of God at the Red Sea, in defeating the Amorites, and in crossing the Jordan.
It is looking bad.  But…
v. 2  See, I have delivered Jericho into your hands.   The “open” people to salvation, and we will see about those who are closed.
God to us:  See, I have delivered many souls in Merced into your hands.  You simply need to go up in the Spirit of God and take the land.  The result is assured.  What is required is that you be strong and courageous, that you obey my commands, and go in and take the land.
You just need to claim it.
Commander of the Lord’s army:  Here is the plan:
Joshua: Let me get this straight:  We walk around the city…. And blow the horns and shout, and the walls come down. 
Is that supposed to scare them?   Very funny.  What is the real plan?
3 theophanies.    Jacob at Peniel (Gen 32) wrestles with the angel
(actually 4 if you include the 3 visitors to Abraham in Genesis 18)
Moses, questions God on Mt. Horeb. Exodus 3 & 4    “Who am I?”  and “What if they do not believe.”  “But I am not eloquent.”
But Joshua unquestioningly accepts the battle plan.
Like Paul said:  “I planted the seed, Apollos watered, but God gave the increase.” 1 Cor 3:6
For our victory, what is required?
God going before us.  Done!
An obedient and anointed leader.
Careful obedience to God.
Us, faithfully and courageously going in and taking it.
Ex of the interview with Rob Skinner.  Did you ever doubt that God was going to do great things?
Joshua 6:6-7  
v. 6  So Joshua did exactly what God asked him to do.  Was there any doubt in his mind?  I think so. But Joshua obeyed to the letter.
Someone once said courage is not the lack of fear, but proceeding in faith despite any fears.
 You know what is amazing?  The people actually put this plan into action.
Did they have doubts?  Yes!!!  But they had crossed the Jordan and they believed in Joshua’s leadership.
Joshua 6:8-16  Israel, with God in the lead, literally marched by faith around Jericho.
Q: What were the Jericho residents thinking?   These guys are crazy. Playing hava naguila “Let us rejoice.”  Not sure.   
A 71 year old guy going up on campus to share.   Are we supposed to be afraid of the horns?
Temp in the mid 80s at Jericho in April (like our Grand Canyon hike).  Walk around the city 7 times.  Jericho at that time was about 0.7 miles in circumference. (I ran the circumference of UCM. It was about 3.2 miles)  5.0 miles carrying the ark.  Maybe 4-5 hours.  They must be totally exhausted!
Joshua 6:17-21  The walls come down. 
This is an unqualified miracle.  People have proposed this is due to the vibrations from the horns and the shouting.   Nonsense!
 The people of Jericho are virtually defenseless.  With a wall, they are virtually impregnable.  With the walls fallen down, they are at the mercy of Israel’s army.
God is tearing down the mental, emotional and spiritual walls of the people of Merced.  They are at our mercy (a different kind of mercy!)
Victory is the Lord’s!
If we were making a movie, we would have had a long, drawn-out scene of the walls falling down, and the people taking the city.  But in the Bible, it is 1.5 verses.   The point:  The glory of our victories is to God, not to us.
v. 18, 21 They “devoted” (herem set aside)to God everything in the city.  Living things to destruction, and gold, silver to the treasury of the Tabernacle, and the city to burning.   
This sounds pretty tough, but God is judge, and those who refuse to listen to the voice of God will, similarly, be devoted to destruction.
God gave them plenty of reason to “believe” in YHWH, as did Rahab.
Message for us:  Have you “devoted” the things in your life to God?  When you became a disciple, you, theoretically, gave up everything to him.  How is it going?
However…
Joshua 6:22-25  Jose covered this pretty well.    God spends 6 verses on Rahab’s salvation.  God wants to talk, not about the victory but about the pride and lack of faith of the citizens of Jericho, but the faith of Rahab.
v. 25  A hint.  The original version of this story was written within a generation or two of the events.
Joshua 6:26-27.  This prophecy was written about 1390 BC.
1 Kings 16:34  about 860 BC 500+ years later.   God’s prophecies always are fulfilled.  You can count on it.    Was Hiel of Bethel aware of the prophecy?  
Yeah, but it has been 500 years!    Maybe.  Why did Jericho remain unbuilt for 500 years?
When God says it will happen, it will happen.
Joshua 7:1  But…   Israel was unfaithful to those things devoted to the Lord.  A solemn warning, but that is for next week.  One Israelite chose NOT to devote all of Jericho to God.  And all Israel became unholy.  Let this not be you.
Summary:
The key to victory for God includes:
God going before us.
A consecrated leader.
Careful obedience to God’s commands.
Faithfully and courageously going in and taking the land.
