Joshua V   Disaster at AI
Three ways of thinking about Joshua
A. As the first of the historical books of the OT  Joshua, Judges, 1,2 Samuel, 1,2 Kings tell a coherent story of God’s relationship with Israel in the Promised Land.
B. As Deuteronomy part II.  Deuteronomy takes us to the Jordan.  Joshua takes us into the Promised Land  (kind of like Luke/Acts).     (Moses to Joshua)
C. Joshua is God’s instruction manual for leaders of His people. 
Last week:  The Walls Come Down.
Joshua 5:13-15  Joshua is consecrated for the work of conquering the Promised Land.  “On holy ground”
Joshua 6:1-5   1  The gates were securely barred.  The city appeared to not be open.  The people had chosen to ignore the great works of God at the Red Sea, in defeating the Amorites, and in crossing the Jordan.
It is looking bad.  But…
Joshua 6:2-5  Strange battle plans whose intention is to make it plain to all that victory is of God not of human effort.
God’s plan for victory:
God going before us.  Done! 
An obedient and consecrated leader.
Careful obedience to God’s plan.
Us, faithfully and courageously going in and taking it.
Joshua 6:8-16  Israel, with God among them, literally marched by faith around Jericho.
Joshua 6:17-21  The walls come down. 
This is an unqualified miracle.  
v. 18, 21 They “devoted” (herem set aside)to God everything in the city.  Living things to destruction, and gold, silver to the treasury of the Tabernacle, and the city to burning.   
This sounds pretty tough, but God is judge, and those who refuse to listen to the voice of God will, similarly, be devoted to destruction.
Joshua 7:1  But…   Israel was unfaithful to those things devoted to the Lord.   One Israelite chose NOT to devote all of Jericho to God.  And all Israel became unholy and liable to defeat and destruction.  Let this not be you.
Last week was about victory for God’s people.  This week is not!
General comments on Joshua 7 & 8
Ch 6 With God’s presence, Israel can defeat powerful Jericho without firing a shot.
Without God’s presence, Israel cannot defeat pip squeak AI.
Joshua is about the need for a godly leader for the success of God’s people.
But even more fundamentally, it is about the need—the far greater need—for the presence of God with his people.
This section is about God’s wrath and judgment on those who claim to be his, but who do not fully devote themselves to him.
This is serious stuff.
Joshua 7:1-5
Why did God hand the Israelites over to defeat?
Some say that it is evidence that we should not be overconfident.
Some say that it is evidence that we ought to not be too hasty or that we should spend plenty of time praying before taking on a project.
This is not what is happening in Joshua 7:1-5
Why did God allow Israel to be defeated?  For one reason and for one reason only.
Because they did not obey and did not devote the entire spoils to God.
God hardened the hearts of Israel, leading to their ignominious defeat. God caused this.    This is effect, not cause of the defeat.  (we will not focus on this)
God will bring about our fall/defeat if we do not devote the things of God to him.
Joshua 7:6-26
v. 6  A great first step when we sense that, for some reason, God is disciplining us.  Humble prayer.
v. 7-9  Why is Joshua so distraught?  36 deaths doesn’t seem like much in the big picture.    1. Because this defeat will remove his greatest ally (other than God himself) which is the sense of fear and intimidation of the Canaanites—the knowledge that YHWH was with him.
2. Even more: Because it meant that God was no longer with his people!
Proof of what I said before is in 7:10-11
This is the theme of ch. 7 and of this sermon.
v. 10 God is not rebuking Joshua for praying, but telling him the first requirement for him to be with Israel, which is to fully obey Him—to fully devote everything from Jericho to Him.
Note v. 11  “Israel has sinned.”
When there is rebellion and blatant sin in the church, God says “The church has sinned.”   You, Joshua….   You, John…     You, leader…  must deal with the sin first.
Why? v. 12 We have been made liable to destruction (I interpret this as defeat in our efforts to take Merced for God)
God:  Step #1  Deal with the sin!     (prayer and humility is great, but…)
v. 13  You cannot stand against your enemies until you remove the devoted things from among the people.
We, the Merced Christian Church, cannot move forward in our effort to establish a dynamic, growing, community church here until the sin in the camp is revealed and dealt with/removed.
A question for you.  Do you have hidden sin—willful sin—in your life?
God says (v. 13) Go, consecrate the people.  Reveal the sin.
Fortunately for us, the remedy is considerably less drastic that it was for Israel on this day!!!!!    We simply need (maybe even public) confession and repentance.
In any case, here is what they did (they did not know!):  v. 14-18  God revealed who had withheld the devoted things.  It was one man!!!  Achan!!!
v. 20-21  Having been busted (and only after being busted!!!) Achan confesses.
Q: Has he repented?  Look at what he said in these verses.  
To decide, let’s read 2 Corinthians 7:11
Do we see earnestness in Achan   Not sure
Do we see eagerness to clear yourself?    Well, he did come clean!
Do we see indignation—anger at himself for what he has done to God and to his people?    I don’t think so.  More like anger at the situation.
Do we see alarm?   Fear of the consequences.   Yes!
Do we see longing and concern?
Do we see readiness to see justice done.     Definitely not.
 I say no.  He is still “explaining” his sin.   
How about you?  How about the hidden sin in your life?   (If there is none, great!!!  This is not a witch hunt.   This is not an attempt to make everyone feel guilty!)   Have you been smoking?   Have you been getting drunk?  Have you been doing drugs of any sort?   Have you been involved in pornography, or impurity?  Have you been spending time with a person of the opposite sex, not yet a Christian, in a potentially compromising situation?  (or maybe even a fellow disciple)  Have you been harboring a deep resentment—even hatred toward a member of our church family?
At least two times in the past week, I have gotten with brothers and felt there was definitely something there that needs to come out.
Q: Is what God had Joshua do to Achan and his family overkill?
What was done to Achan and to his entire family seems like overkill to us, but this is one of those rare examples in which God does a one-off judgment in order to make an unmistakable point for us.
This was not common practice.  Like it says in 1 Cor 10:11  “These things (Israel in Numbers, Deuteronomy and Joshua) happened and were written down as warnings for us, on whom the culmination of the ages has come.” (read v. 12 also?)      Us… Right here in this room.
It is like Ananias and Saphyra.  Personally, I doubt that anything like this ever happened again in the church.  I think that the churches got the point.
In what was done to Achan, and in what happened at Ai, God is trying to make a point for us.   For us as a church and for you as an individual disciple and member of the church.
The Bible is many things, but one thing it is is a story. It is “Salvation history.”  It is a story of God interacting with his people, both to save people of faith, and to judge and ultimately destroy those who rebel against Him, and who therefore reject his loving mercy.
Q: Do you get the point?
“We cannot treat cancer with vitamin pills.  It requires radical surgery or poisonous chemotherapy.”   Dale Davis
Ai is about God’s deep emotional reaction to our rebellion.  This was a deliberate sin.
Joshua 7:26  A very different kind of “stones of remembrance”
For us:  This picture can be what we do with our unrepentant sin.
The result:  “The Lord turned from his fierce anger.”
Joshua 7-8 is about both the leader’s and the individual’s need to take their own sin and rebellion seriously.
But even more so, it is about the need for the Church to do the same.  As a church, we need to love everyone, but we also need to deal with the sin that is amongst us.
Steps to take today:
1. Confess.  Either right now, or maybe later today.
2. Repent.  Devote to God the things you have devoted to self.
Joshua 8:1-2  Blessings for repentance.
Once the spoils of Jericho have been fully devoted to YHWH, God has turned his wrath from Israel, and God will now be with his people.
Joshua 8:3-29 
Ai is probably the ruin of el Tell,  
Why Ai?   It was a small city, but it gave Israel an outpost in the hill country, and was a launch pad to take the major Canaanite city of Bethel.
The irony:   Now that God is with his people again, they probably could have sent just 3000 to take the city.
v. 29  A third pile of stones of remembrance.
Summary:
God will withhold his blessing and victory from his people if they fail to devote themselves to Him and if there is “sin in the camp.”
The solution:
Confession
Repentance

Then God can again return to blessing his people.

Joshua 8:30-35  Covenant renewal in the land.   God is showing that covenant faithfulness (hesed) is as or more important than battle-winning.  Stop the war and listen to the Word of God.   The location, Shechem (between Ebal and Gerazim) is the same place where Abraham originally received the promise of the Land (Genesis 12:6-7)  God is emphasizing his faithfulness and his covenant-loyalty.
