2 Peter II      Confidence in God’s Word
The “occasion” of 2 Peter is false teachings—especially about the immanent return of Christ, but also of nascent Gnosticism.   
Themes of 2 Peter
True knowledge of God.
Growth in holiness.
The Immanent Return of Christ 

Theme Scripture:     2 Peter 1:3  “His divine power has given us everything we need for a godly life through our knowledge of him who called us by his own glory and goodness.”
2 Peter 1:3-4  Wow!
v. 3 Through Him (ie Jesus) we have divine power for EVERYTHING we need!
Especially all we need to live a holy life—to turn from sin—to change.
How do we receive this power?
v. 3 Through our knowledge of him.     John 17:3  This is eternal life—to know him (ginozco, yada)   
v. 4 Through this power we receive the great and precious promises.  We saw his promises fulfilled and then we knew him more deeply.
v. 4  Through those great and precious promises we can participate in the divine nature.  We can become like God.  We can become holy, and pure and just and loving, and patient, and full of grace, and mercy.
In context: and escape the corruption of the world—through holy living. 
2 Peter 1:5-9  All these things God has already done, but do we stop there—do we sit on our laurels?  No way.   
For this very reason. Because of our knowledge of God, his great and precious promises, and our participation in the divine nature   
We must become what we already are in Christ.   You must grow into Christ.  
v. 5 The foundation: Faith, of course!
But this faith is proved in our growth in 
A. Goodness     
B. Knowledge    
C. Self-control     Controlling our passions.   
D. Perseverance  
E. Godliness.   
F. Mutual affection    Philadelphia    
G. Love   agape  The crowning virtue.   
2 Peter 1:8-9  If we are growing in these things we will be productive and effective
Either that or we are blind and nearsighted.  We are blind to what God is doing and only able to see what is directly in front of our faces.  
2 Peter II Confidence in God’s Word
Peter’s Outline:
v. 12-15  Back to Basics
v. 16-18  More Confident Than Before
v. 19-21 God’s Word is Truly Inspired
2 Peter 1:12-15  Peter is very concerned with his spiritual legacy.  (v. 14 I know I will soon put it aside…)  Remember 2 Peter is Peter’s parting message.
So, he keeps going back to the basics.  
One of my jobs as a preacher is to keep the basic truths of Christianity before our eyes often.
Illustration:  Atheist speaking to a 35-year-disciple:  You have heard 1500 sermons.  Haven’t you had enough?  Don’t you get bored?  What sermon did you hear last October 11th. You might as well have stayed home.  Can you even remember?
Disciple response:  What about you.  You eat every day.  Haven’t you had enough?  Don’t you get tired of eating?  What did you eat last October 11th?  Can you even remember?  You might as well not even have eaten.  
We need to regularly remember the amazing things God has done (Joshua), but we also need to be reminded regularly and often of the basics of Christianity.
Who God is.
Who Jesus is.
How we are saved.
The need for faith
The need for holiness
The need to stay close to God
The need to love one another
Are you bored of those topics yet?  Well, I will remind you anyway!
2 Peter 1:16-19a  One basic is the fact that what we told you is true.  These things really happened, and the events are indelibly burned into our collective memories.
These are not “cleverly invented stories.”
v. 17  Specifically, he has the transfiguration in mind.
I was there.  I saw it.   I heard his voice.  It was pretty scary, actually.  We were cowering, and I asked if we should build three tabernacles for Moses, Elijah and Jesus.  How silly!
If you don’t believe me, ask John, he is in Ephesus now. He was there on that mountain. But you cannot ask James, unfortunately, as he was killed by Herod Agrippa about twenty years ago.
When we were up on that mountain, we were reminded of Exodus 18 when Moses had met with God as well.  There was light, there was thunder.  The Old Testament connection was so confirming to our faith.     We did not make this up!
For us, seeing is believing.
These things are completely reliable, and they make the Old Testament even more reliable.
Skeptics say that the gospel writers made these stories up.  “Cleverly invented.”
If so, they are very cleverly invented, considering the thousands of witnesses!
Do you really think I am lying?  I am about to give my life for the gospel!
What conceivable reason would I have for inventing these stories.
They are about to get me killed.
Traditionally, all the apostles were killed for their faith in the resurrection. 
These are VERY VERY reliable witnesses.
We heard and saw his baptism, his turning of water to wine (John 2:2 and his disciples).  We were there when he fed 5000, and again when he fed 4,000.  We were there when he preached his first sermon in Nazareth, and they nearly killed him. It was so cool when he just walked through the crowd.  
We certainly did not make this up.  In fact, those who tried to kill Jesus can testify to these things.  
We were there when he calmed a great storm.  That one blew us away.  “Away from me Lord, for I am a sinner.”  We were there when he told the Jewish leaders, “Before Abraham was born, I AM.”  They decided to kill him for blasphemy, but we know different.  They can testify to that one.  We were there when he raised Jairus’ daughter, when he healed Legion of more than 100 demons.  
I, Peter was there.  Along with a big crowd, I watched a whole herd of pigs rush into the Sea.  If you do not believe me, go back to that village.  They will tell you. I was there when he healed a man unable to walk for 38 years, right there at the Pool of Bethesda, in front of many teachers of the Law and Pharisees. At that time he claimed to be the Lord of the Sabbath.  They began the plot at that time to kill him.  We wondered if that would be the end, but it was not.  Are you saying I made that one up?
And then we saw him heal a man born blind right there at the Pool of Siloam, and claiming to be the light of life.  That was a good one, and he did it the night of the Illumination of the Temple, when tens of thousands were there to witness it.  We already believed he was the light of the world, but that healing brought it home for us.  If you do not believe us, ask those Pharisees.  They were so ticked off!
Oh, and we saw him confirm the Old Testament in so many ways, it is hard to count.   We have the prophetic message (v. 19  the Old Testament) made infinitely more certain, not that it was not already very certain.
His mom told us about his birth in Bethlehem.  Just like it says in Micah 6. I am pretty sure she is able to remember where her first son was born.  Then, there was his coming from the region of Zebulun and Naphtali,in Galilee of the Gentiles as prophesied in Isaiah 9. That was so funny because they sneered at him that everyone knows no prophet ever came from Galilee.  They forgot that one!  And they forgot Jonah who, like Jesus, was raised from the dead on the third day.  When Jesus mentioned that, we had no idea what he was talking about.  We do now!  I was there when Jesus said, “destroy this temple and I will raise it in three days.”    
And then there are the multitude of Old Testament prophecies fulfilled at his death.  Like Jesus said (Luke 24:44) “Everything must be fulfilled that is written about me I the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms.”
We remember his silence when accused, and that he was assigned a grave with the rich in his death.  I was not there, but John was when they crucified him and pierced his side, and both of us were there when, like it said in Isaiah 53 that on the third day, he would see the light of life and be satisfied.   All of this really happened.  These are not cleverly invented stories!!!  These are not myths.  I would not be about to sacrifice my life for a myth!  Jesus fulfilled all these prophecies, right in front of our eyes.  Is it any wonder that we have the words of the prophets made more certain?  
Jesus even told me that I would die this way.  He said to me that “when you are old you will stretch out your hands, and someone else will dress you and lead you where you do not want to go.  
Well, I was not quite ready then, but I am now.
2 Peter 1:19-21  Another basic fact is that the Bible is inspired by God, and is, therefore, authoritative in the Christian’s life.
v. 19  For all these reasons, and for so many more, we have the words of the prophets made much more certain.  Bebaioteron completely reliable (lit: more certain.  Kind of like more perfect…).    Not that it was not already certain, but much more certain.
My advice:  Pay careful attention to these words.
Like Moses said before me, “These are not idle words for you, they are your life.”  Deut 32:47
“Until the Day dawns and the Morning Star rises—a reference to the second coming of Christ.     Until you die of Jesus comes back. Whichever comes first!
When he comes all will be revealed.  We won’t even need the Bible then!!!
But for now, we have the Scripture as our only authoritative guide for truth.  
Not what the preacher says.  Not what the Pope says.  Not what some demonination says.  Not what some internet pundit says.   The BIBLE
Pay attention to it!!!   Read it!  Study it!  Memorize it!  Believe it!   It is sufficient for every good work (2 Tim 3:17)
Jesus: “The very words I have spoken will condemn them at the last day.    And ignorance is no excuse.
Illustration:  My atheist friends at CU asked me:  You are always studying the Bible.  Bible study, Bible study.  What, are you studying for some sort of final exam?              Yes!
A minor point of interpretation.  Is it “until the morning star rises in your heart.  (stop)  Above all
Or is it     and the morning star rises.  (stop) In your hearts, above all, understand that no prophecy…”
“Carried along” by the Holy Spirit is a nautical term like a boat is carried along by the wind in the sails.  It is powered by the Holy Spirit.
It is not like David autowrote his Psalms
David wrote (many of) the Psalms.     You can see David in his words.   You can see Nehemiah in his words.  
But, the final content was “sailed” by the Holy Spirit.
How do we know?   Peter: “We have the words of the prophets made more certain.” They came true right in front of our eyes.  Jesus is the Old Testament revealed.  How can I count the ways!!!
Summary:
Peter (and I) will not apologize for taking us back to the basics again and again.
These things are true.  They really happened.  And they confirm with the utmost conceivable certainty that the Old Testament (and the New) are from God.
The Scripture is inspired.  Its content is God’s word to us, through the Holy Spirit.
So, let us pay attention and let us put his Word into our hearts and into our lives.




