Christianity and Politics
Remember that in these “Hot Issues” there are three levels of addressing the issues.
Our approach:
1. What can we say for sure, based on the Bible?
2. What can we infer or reasonably conclude, based on biblical principles?
3. What are some gray areas in which we ought to have our opinion, but have grace toward those who disagree.
Premises for this discussion:  [footnoteRef:1] [1:  A large portion of this set of notes is taken from a lesson delivered by Robert Carrillo at a conference on Christianity and Culture in San Diego in 2017.] 

First and foremost, we take a Christian perspective on politics.
We are citizens of the Kingdom of God, and this takes precedence over any political question.
The Bible and, most importantly, the life of Jesus are our example.
The goal of this discussion is unity in the Church.
Therefore, we need to understand where the kingdom of God’s boundaries end, and where political perspectives come in.
Can/ought the world to be a better place?
Can we, as Christians, be a part of this?
Politics is how we can organize to make the world a better place.  Most who go into politics (at least in the USA) do it in order to make the world a better place.
Questions for us on this topic:
1. What do I stand for in the worldly realm?  What do I fight for in the political realm?  What causes ought I to take on?
2. When should I be silent—keep my thoughts to myself?
Be aware that there are faithful Christians who are conservatives/Republicans, liberals/Democrats, Communists, Libertarians, Socialists, anarchists, Royalists.  Isolationists, globalists, Which party is more biblical?
Example:  In Russia, nearly every disciple I have met support Putin!
Main teacher in Moscow:  “I love Putin.”
In Ukraine, nearly every disciple is absolutely and diametrically opposed to Putin and Russia.
Four years ago, the Ukranians wanted to outlaw speaking Russian in the churches.
How can we have unity in such a situation?
God wants to create unity.  Satan wants to create division in race, politics, education, gender….
How can we fight for justice, which requires us to enter political realms and not create division at the same time?
Q: Which side are you on in that??????    Are you creating unity or division?
Bottom line:  Religion and politics do not mix well.  Historically, they are a terrible combination.  Look at Iran today.
When ANYONE says that my political party is from God, this is a disaster for the Church.  It leads to terrorism and authoritarianism.
Answer:  As disciples of Jesus, we take a kingdom-first approach to all of these questions.
Joshua 5:13     God: I am on neither side.  Are you on my side?
God:  My ways are not your ways.  I am about holiness.  Isaiah 55:8-9  Politics is NOT about holiness!


Which side are you on?  Israel or Iran?   Neither.  I am on God’s side.  
Unlike many evangelical Christians today—especially in the dispensational premillennial camp, we do not support political Israel!
I am on the side of holiness and justice.   Christians get in GREAT trouble when they take the cause of political Israel.   Then you are tying yourself to a worldly cause.  Israel is not the people of God.  The USA is not of God.  God is not on our side!!!    Jesus died for Israel.  Jesus died for Iran.  Jesus died for Ukraine.  Jesus died for Russia.  
Our fight is for souls, not for political causes.
Jesus’ goal:   John 17:20-21   That all may be one.
Jesus did not take political stands.   The Jews wanted Jesus to be a politician.
Well, that was easy…  There was not a lot of political division in his day.   NOT…
Taxes, occupied by Rome, Saducees, Pharisees, Herodians, Zealots.   
Did Jesus ever make a statement supporting one of these parties?  Did he ever speak against Rome?
The only one he ever spoke against was the party naturally aligned with him: the Pharisees.  He called them out on their holiness, not their politics.
If Jesus was to be inclined, it would have been to the Pharisees, but they are the ones he called out on holiness the most!!!
Jesus had all of these in his gang (Romans (Matthew), Simon the Zealot.  Nicodemus the Pharisee.
Galatians 3:26  Neither Jew nor Gentile, male nor female slave or free.
Coll 3:11 he adds Barbarian or Scythian.  Arab or Jew, white or black, 
Jesus loved, served and praised a Greek-speaking  Syro-Phoenecian woman (Mark 7:24-28) , Samaritan woman (John 4), Roman soldier (Matthew 8:5-13), Canaanite woman (Matthew 15:21-28), sinful women (Luke 7:36-50 John 8:1-11), 
Jesus:  My kingdom is not of this world.  John 18:36
Jesus: What about paying taxes to our hated, enslaving enemy?
They tried to get Jesus to get involved in a political debate.  Q: Did Jesus have an opinion about this?  I am sure he did!
Jesus:  Luke 20:25  Give to Caesar what is Caesar’s.   Give to God what is God’s.
Are you crip or blood:  red or blue?   My colors are those of the kingdom.
Are you red white and blue, true and true?   
America: Love it or leave it.  I say America: love it.   Iran: love it.   Russia: love it.   Nigeria: love it.   Our citizenship recognized no national borders.    

John 18:36  But now my kingdom is from another place.
Our kingdom is a holy nation!  Ephesians 2:19-22   Our cornerstone is not our politics.  It is Jesus.
Everything comes after this.  If I speak on a political topic, I check with Jesus first.
We do not use Scripture to back up our political beliefs.  (as a certain secretary of defense did just this past weekend, quoting Psalm 144 to justify fighting against Iran.  Shameful!!!)
Even if I identify as a republican or a democrat, show me a non-sinful political party!!!!
My loyalty:  Jesus.   My party: Christians.   My leader:  Jesus
Jesus said:  Take heart, I have overcome the world    John 16:33
Jesus is the solution to all the world’s problems, not a political party.
We already have the greatest cause in the world.
We can have other causes.  But we love our enemies and we pray for those who hate us.
Example:   Boteach, Ally, Jacoby       “I hate Osama Bin Laden.”  Doug: I pray for Osama Bin Laden.    
Yeah, but, as Christians we must fight for the environment!
Yeah, as Christians, we must fight for the rights of the immigrant!
Yeah, as Christians, we must fight against abortion!
Yeah, as Christians we must fight against the LGBTQ agenda
Yeah, as Christians we must fight the drug problem
Yeah, as Christians we must fight to prevent communicable diseases.
Yeah, as Christians we must fight for racial justice.
Yeah, as Christians we must fight for the poor.
Yeah, as Christians we must fight for everyone to have access to education.

We want our topic to be THE church’s topic.

If you choose to take on one of those issues, fine, but do not use political means, and do not push your issue as the church’s issue.
The church’s issue is holiness, justice, mercy

The Pharisees   Listen to Jesus:  Matthew 23:23-24   Take on your issue, but do not forget the weightier matter of the law—justice, mercy and faithfulness.

Jesus’ political plan:  love.
In the pursuit of your agenda, be it disease, racial justice, abortion, DO NOT CREATE DIVISION.   Do not align yourself publicly with a political cause.  Be like Jesus.
Be VERY CAREFUL what you post on social media.

Example:  In Bakersfield.  No politically-aligned posts.  Period.
After the 2020 election a friend from my Christian fellowship posted:
Anyone who voted for XXXX political party who is an evangelist or an elder should resign immediately.      That is the opposite of what Jesus would do!

Folks, we need to make friends, not enemies.   Therefore we need to know when to keep our mouths shut.
As Christians we do not bow down to ANY political cause.  We would die rather than do so.  Jesus is our Lord, not any political party.

On the Titanic there was first class, second class, third class and steerage.

But when the Titanic went down, in New Jersy, there were only two lists:
The Lost and the saved.

It is the same for us.  There are only two “parties.”  The lost and the saved.

Our cause:  Salvation.  Putting out life boats, and first, second, third class or steerage, Muslim, atheist, Sikkh, Republican, Democrat does not matter.

Is it OK to take part in a political cause?  To march in protest?

Yes, but the spiritual must override the political in all situations.

Ex:  In Egypt I was asked if disciples should march in support of ousting Morsi (which many Christians were doing)
My question:  Is there likely to be a rebellion?  Will there be violence?  No!

During the Civil war, nearly every “Christian” group divided along political lines.
That is where we got the Southern Methodists, the Southern Baptists.

We are not American Christians, Republican Democrat, Capitalist Christians.    We are Kingdom of God Christians.

Discussion Questions:
1. What cause would you like to fight/advocate for?

2. How might one pursue that cause in a way which could be divisive rather than constructive of the Kingdom of God?

3. Is there a political sect that you are particularly challenged to accept in the church?  What can you do about that?
