Joshua VI Victory at AI
Last week:  Disaster at Ai   
Remember Joshua 6.  The walls of Jericho come down.  When God goes before his people, and when they walk by faith, miracles happen!
Joshua 7:1  But…   Israel was unfaithful to those things devoted to the Lord.   One Israelite chose NOT to devote all of Jericho to God.  And all Israel became unholy and liable to defeat and destruction.  Let this not be you.
Ch 6 With God’s presence, Israel can defeat powerful Jericho without firing a shot.
Ch 7 Without God’s presence, Israel cannot defeat pip squeak AI.
Why did God allow Israel to be defeated?  For one reason only.
Because they did not obey and did not devote the entire spoils to God.
Note v. 11  “Israel has sinned.”
When there is rebellion and blatant sin in the church, God says “The church has sinned.”   
God:  Step #1  Deal with the sin!  
v. 13  You cannot stand against your enemies until you remove the devoted things from among the people.
How about you?  How about the hidden sin in your life?   (If there is none, great!!!)   Have you been smoking?   Have you been getting drunk?  Have you been doing drugs of any sort?   Have you been involved in pornography, or impurity?  Have you been spending time alone with a person of the opposite sex, in a potentially compromising situation? Have you been harboring a deep resentment toward a member of our church family?
God revealed the sin of Achan in holding onto the devoted things.   The rebellion was dealt with.   V. 26 The result:  “The Lord turned from his fierce anger.”
Joshua 8&9  Victory at Ai
Joshua 8:1-2  Blessings for repentance.
Once the spoils of Jericho have been fully devoted to YHWH, God has turned his wrath from Israel, and God will now be with his people.
8:1  Back to Joshua 1:9   Be strong and courageous (but deal with the sin and the lack of devotion of the people)
Joshua 8:3-29 
Ai is probably the ruin of el Tell,  
Why Ai?   It was a small city, but it gave Israel an outpost in the hill country, and was a launch pad to take the major Canaanite city of Bethel.
The irony:   Now that God is with his people again, they probably could have sent just 3000 to take the city.
Joshua obeys the commands of God to the letter.  “To the T”   v. 2 “Set an ambush behind the city.”    v. 4 “set an ambush behind the city.”
Joshua sets and ambush of 30,000 to the southwest (to occupy and burn the city of Ai) and of 5,000 to the northwest (to guard against Bethel sending a rescue force?)
These are not Joshua’s wisdom, but that of the Holy Spirit.  Philippians 1:9-10  spiritual discernment.   God will not guide you so directly and precisely as he did Joshua in the conquest of Ai, but…
Q: Do you want spiritual discernment to decide between what is OK, and what is best?           Yeahhhhhh….
Romans 12:1-2  Then you will be able to discern his good, pleasing and perfect will.
v. 18 Hold out the javelin.  So, what did Joshua do?  He held out the javelin.
Joshua’s/Israel’s success is not the result of their overwhelming military strength, nor of Joshua’s military acumen, but of God’s work to confuse Ai, and his wisdom to produce a battle plan.
v. 29  A third pile of stones of remembrance.
1. Gilgal.  Remembering the miraculous crossing of the Jordan.  Remembering our salvation, our baptism, our spiritual circumcision.
2. Jericho.  Remembering the cost of rebellion and holding back the things devoted to God.
3. Ai.  Remembering that the victory is the Lord’s.
Joshua 8:30-35  Covenant renewal in the land.   
Here is that theme of Joshua as the continuation of the Book of Deuteronomy.
Joshua obeying the command in Deuteronomy 27:1-8 to the “T”.
Do you see a pattern here?  Curses from Ebal.  Blessings from Gerazim.
God is showing that covenant faithfulness (hesed) is as or more important than battle-winning.  Stop the war and listen to the Word of God.   The location, Shechem (between Ebal and Gerazim) is the same place where Abraham originally received the promise of the Land (Genesis 12:6-7)  God is emphasizing his faithfulness and his covenant-loyalty.
When you were baptized into Christ, you came into a hesed-based loyal covenant love relationship with God.
God wants you to remember both the blessings for keeping the covenant, and the potential curses for turning your back on that covenant.
Joshua 9:1-2  Because of the sin of that one man—Achan—the kings of the Canaanites, Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites are no longer petrified of the armies of YHWH.   How many Israelites lost their lives due to this one sin of Achan?
Imagine what might have happened if Achan had not withheld the devoted things.  Might Israel have conquered all of Palestine?  Might the Canaanites, Perizzites, Hivites, etc. have come and, like Rahab and the Gibeonites, worshipped YHWH?  
How different history might have been…
Again, a reason for us to confess and renounce our hidden sins.
Joshua 9:3-15  But the Gibeonites see the writing on the wall.
This story puts the Gibeonites in a bad light, but let’s think of it another way—kind of like what we did with Rahab.
Like Rahab, they put their faith in YHWH—the God of Israel.  They put away their pride and trust in God for salvation.
What about you?
v. 7  Apparently the Gibeonites (citizens of the city of Gibeon) were of the Hivite tribe.
v. 14 A very harmful oversight.   Let us not make this mistake.
We see here a surprising failure of leadership by Joshua.
Illustration:  Josh’s plans for the class he needed.   Get advice!!!!
Yeah, but I thought….    Yeah, but I was sure….   Proverbs 15:22   Plans fail for lack of counsel, but with many advisers they succeed.  Proverbs 12:15  The way of fools seems right to them, but a wise person listens to advice.  
Looks can be deceiving.   But it feels good.  But we really like each other.  But she is so cute and is interested in studying the Bible.
If time:  Joshua 9:16-27.
v. 18 The people grumbled.  This is one time that it was, perhaps, justified.
v. 20  Here is the parallel to Rahab.  We will let them live.  The Gibeonites were saved by faith.   (v. 24 faith   fear… not the best motive, but…)
v. 26 Joshua/Jesus saved them.
Summary:
If we, as a church, will fully devote ourselves to God.  If we will call out the willful sin amongst us, then God will go before us to conquer the land of Merced County.
If God is with us, we can conquer, not just pipsqueak Ai, but powerful Jericho, without firing a shot.
But, we must obey God’s instructions to a “T”
We must gain spiritual discernment to know what is the best path forward.
And we must seek wisdom and advice from God and from wise counselors in order to assure the great victory for God’s people.
