Joshua VII The Sun Stands Still
God has already done amazing things.
They marched, with the ark, straight into the Jordan River, and the moment their feet entered the water at Spring flood stage, the river stopped.  God literally went before the people.  The entire nation passed through the River on dry ground.  They were baptized into Joshua, as the first generation had been baptized into Moses.
Then, they took up twelve stones of remembrance, and, the moment the priests carrying the ark reached the edge of the river, it flowed again.
As a seal of the covenant, the second generation were circumcised—a forshadow of our own spiritual circumcision—baptism.
Then they marched around Jericho.  They literally walked by faith, and the walls came down.  Great victory for God’s people!!!
Joshua 7  Disaster at Ai.  What will happen to God’s people when they do not fully devote the things of God to Him?   Sin in the camp.    God will not be with us.  God will oppose us.
Joshua 8:1-2  Blessings for repentance.
Once the spoils of Jericho have been fully devoted to YHWH, God has turned his wrath from Israel, and God will now be with his people.
Joshua 8:3-29 
Joshua obeys the commands of God to the letter.  “To the T”   v. 2 “Set an ambush behind the city.”    v. 4 “set an ambush behind the city.”
v. 18 Hold out the javelin.  So, what did Joshua do?  He held out the javelin.
Joshua’s/Israel’s success is not the result of their overwhelming military strength, nor of Joshua’s military acumen, but of God’s work to confuse Ai, and his wisdom to produce a battle plan.
Joshua 8:30-35  Covenant renewal in the land.   
Joshua obeying the command in Deuteronomy 27:1-8 to the “T”.
Curses from Ebal for disobedience.  Blessings from Gerazim for faithful obedience.
For a victorious campaign the people must be reminded of the Word of God.
Joshua 9:1-2  Because of the sin of that one man—Achan—the kings of the Canaanites, Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites are no longer petrified of the armies of YHWH.   How many Israelites lost their lives due to this one sin of Achan?
Joshua 9:3-15  But the Gibeonites, like Rahab, recognize the God of Israel’s power, they put their faith in YHWH.  They put away their pride and trust in God for salvation.
v. 14 (read it) A very foolish oversight.  In making battle plans, they failed to consult with the Lord.
Yeah, but I thought….    Yeah, but I was sure….   Proverbs 15:22   Plans fail for lack of counsel, but with many advisers they succeed.  Proverbs 12:15  The way of fools seems right to them, but a wise person listens to advice.  
Joshua 10:1-8   Adoni Zedek, the Amorite king of Jerusalem, learns of the victories of Israel.  He is aware of what God has done at the Red Sea, has done to Og and Bashan, East of the Jordan.  He has heard about the miraculous crossing of the Jordan River, and how the walls of Jericho fell.
What should he do?  He should recognize that YHWH is the Lord.  He should worship the one true God.
For us:   He heard about the miracles of Jesus, about his fulfilling prophecy, about his resurrection.  What should he do?  Repent and be baptized!
Jesus raises Lazarus.  What do the Jewish leaders do: Kill Jesus.
Instead, he decides to oppose what God is doing.  A BIG mistake.
So, he forms an alliance with the cities of Hebron, Jarmuth, Lachish and Eglon.  He wisely figures he cannot defeat Joshua and Israel so he attacks, not Israel, but Gibeon, hoping to convince Israel not to advance South.
v. 8  For the fourth time, God tells Joshua, “Do not be afraid of them.”
Deuteronomy 31:6 Be strong and courageous  Do not be afraid or terrified because of them.
Joshua 1:6,7,9  Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid, do not be discouraged, for the Lord your God will be with you wherever you go.
Joshua 8:1 “Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged.   (to seeing the church grow, to seeing personal change in your own life)
Joshua 10:9-15
v. 9,10  The key to victory:  1.  God threw them into confusion.  God acted.
and       2. They made an all-night march.
Which one should we give the most attention to?   Both!
Illustration:  Getting a room at CU dorm.  I “made and all night march” and the sisters let God “throw them into confusion.”
My conclusion:   If God is not with us, we can do nothing.   But nothing will be done without our making wise plans with the discernment and advice we talked about last week, and with our hard work.
This applies to our evangelism, to your pursuit of a godly career, to your pursuit of a godly relationship… To almost anything.
But look at the miracles God did!    v. 11 large hailstones.    God gave the increase.
v. 12   Oh, and one more thing:
God with us.
Wisdom, discretion.   Advice   
Great effort   and…        Prayer!!!
v. 13      Did God literally slow the rotation of the earth, or did God do such amazing things that no earthly means could explain the great victories.
v. 13  The sun “did not hasten to go down” for a whole day.   It was a day that it almost felt as if the sun stood still.  God did great things that day!
I prefer the second, but who knows…
v. 14    God listened to a human being!      v. 14  Why did this happen?   Prayer!!!   God listens.  Like Elijah James 5:17-18  Elijah was a mere human being, but he prayed and it did not rain for 3-1/2 years!
Q: Do you think this can happen here in Merced?
Q: Do you really believe that God can work great miracles through us?
Joshua 10:16-27
Here we see the awesome power of God, but we also see Israel, under Joshua, taking great initiative.  The marched all night.  They refused to get side-tracked, even to trapping the kings in the cave, rather than stop the battle.
We are warriors and God is the king of our army.
The feet on the necks of the five kings in an acted-out parable.  Joshua wants the people to “get” it.
Joshua 10:25  Now Joshua is saying to the people “Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged.  Be strong and courageous.  This is what the Lord will do…
Joahua 11:1-7  Northern campaign.    
Hazor the chief northern city  40,000 inhabitants.   
Jabin of Hazor, the Canaanites in the east and west, the Amorites, Hittites, Perizzites and Jebusites in the hill country and the Hivites from the North (Mt. Hermon)    A very intimidating army.
Rem Deut 20:1-4  When you see an army greater than yours.
11:6  Is there a pattern here?  Do not be afraid of them.  I will hand all of them over to you!!!!
Joshua 11:7-13
Hazor,  like Jericho was massively burned in the 14th century BC. (unlike the other cities which were not burned 11:11, 13)
“Divine sovereignty does not negate human activity, but stimulates it.
A little extra encouraging story:
Joshua 14:6-15  85-year-old Caleb.    I REALLY like Caleb.
Caleb gave a minority report.  Will you give a minority report—a report based on faith in the powerful promises of God?
God is going to do great things.
Gary Simmons told me that an important church leader told him:  Don’t do it!  Don’t plant a church now.   Gary and I gave a minority report.
“Devoted faith sometimes means lonely faith.”
Jan and I love our churches in Indonesia because of their audacious faith.
v. 10    Caleb bases his confidence on the promises of God.     The promises of God are like money in the bank.   Not with FIDC insurance, but with GMAP insurance (God made a promise)
v. 12    Talk about being strong and courageous!!!   Give me that hill country!   What fires Caleb up?  A task that can only happen by faith and by the power of God.  Are you willing to attempt the impossible?
Summary:
God has plans for great victory—for both personal victories in your life and for the church here in Merced County.  The keys:
1. God will go before us.
2. Seek discernment, wise counsel.
3. Be strong and courageous.
4. Take action.  Go out and do something

