Joshua VIII  As For Me and My House
Joshua:
A book of History, like Judges, 1,2 Sam, 1,2 Kings
The completion of Deuteronomy  Moses to the Land, Joshua into the Land
A book about leadership.
Today:  All three
We are sitting at Joshua’s feet.  Kind of like Paul in 2 Tim.  I have fought the good fight.
These are Joshua’s parting words for us.
God has already done amazing things under Joshua’s leadership.
They marched, with the ark, straight into the Jordan River, and the moment their feet entered the water at Spring flood stage, the river stopped.  God literally went before the people.  The entire nation passed through the River on dry ground.  They were baptized into Joshua, as the first generation had been baptized into Moses.
Then, they took up twelve stones of remembrance, and, the moment the priests carrying the ark reached the edge of the river, it flowed again.
As a seal of the covenant, the second generation were circumcised—a forshadow of our own spiritual circumcision—baptism.
Then they marched around Jericho.  They literally walked by faith, and the walls came down.  Great victory for God’s people!!!
Last week:  Great victories as the Jews, under the leadership of Joshua defeat both a Southern coalition and a Northern coalition, both of whom had greater armies that Israel.  God works great miracles, as great hailstones.
Joshua prayed and, “God listened to a man,” as it seemed as if the sun delayed going down.  
Joshua is told for the fourth time, be strong and courageous, do not be discouraged.
And Joshua turns around and says the same to the people of God and they go on to victory.
And we saw the boldness and faith of Caleb, at the age of eighty-five.
Today:  Joshua’s parting words.  “As For Me And My House.”
The theme:  Look at “salvation history.”  God has always been faithful to us.  We have not always been faithful to him.  Joshua’s advice:  Be faithful—exercise hesed—to YHWH.  Respond in kind to YHWH’s unwavering faithfulness (hesed) to his covenant with us.
The “audience” of Joshua 22-24 is the Israelites who have followed Joshua.  It is also us, of course.
But, in particular it is the Israelites of Judges who are wavering (to say the least) in their faithfulness to God.  What about you?
The key to faithfulness in Hebrews:  Faith in unseen things.
The key to faithfulness in Joshua:  Seen things!!!  The great victories of God.
Through Joshua we can do both.  We can see what God has done, and we can visualize what God will do!
Which works better for you in your faithfulness:  Remembrance of what God has already done, or the promises implicit in the Bible?
Joshua 22  Joshua summons the Gadites, Reubenites and ½-tribe of Menasseh.     His first sit-down.
Josh 22:1-5    God’s word to them and to us:   Good job, Gadites!   But…
v. 5   “Be very careful to keep the commandment and the law of Moses the servant of the Lord gave you.”   Keep hesed.  Keep covenant loyalty, faithfulness and love.
How? v. 5   1. Love the Lord your God.     Q: How are you doing?
2. Walk in obedience.    Q: How are you doing?
3. Serve him with all your heart.    Q: How are you doing?
Joshua 22:6-18   The Eastern tribes build an altar to YHWH  v. 10 “an imposing altar there by the Jordan.”
The Western tribes are up in arms.  Literally.  This is blasphemy.  In Deuteronomy 12:13-14 Offer burnt offerings and sacrifices, tithes, etc. only at the place the Lord will choose (which will be first, Shiloh, and later, Jerusalem)
Their explanation:  Joshua 22:18b-20    They remembered what happened with Achan.  If one part of the church sins, the entire church will be effected.
Am I my brother’s keeper?   Am I to enforce fidelity to God on my fellow believer?   Answer in Joshua:   Yes!
Matthew 18:15-17  If you have a problem with your brother, go and talk with him.
So… That is what the Western tribes, in a sense, did.    They did right.   You see your brother/sister apparently sinning, you say something.
Joshua 22:21-34    They prepare for war (is that good?  Hmm…)
But they send Phinehas to do the Matthew 18:15-17 thing.
The Eastern tribes: Joshua 22:24-25   We have no intention of offering sacrifices on this altar.  We did this to preserve unity.
Result:  Joshua 22:32-33.       An encouraging story.
Joshua 23:1-5  Now Joshua meets with the Western tribes—actually their elders, leaders, judges and officials.  His parting words.
Joshua 23:2-4  Remember all God has already done. He fought for you.
v. 5 and believe in what God will still do.
This is the theme of this sermon.  Remember what God has done.
Sharing time:   Share a victory in your life God has already given you.
23:6-13. V. 10 It has been amazing.  God has done AMAZING things among you, but for this to continue 1. v  6. Obey the Bible.
2. v. 7 v. 12  Do not associate, and, most importantly, do not marry them.
Keep yourself separate from the unbelievers.   1 Cor 7:39  He must belong to the Lord.    Marrying (and dating?) only in the Lord.  2 Cor 6:14  Do not by yoked together with unbelievers.   Be very cautious with intimately joined situations with unbelievers.    Dating, marriage, businesses.
My commentator:  “The application of obedient separation in Christian experience is frequently difficult and sometimes agonizing.”   I can relate.
Please do not give your heart to those who are not yet disciples of Jesus.  What does it hurt to wait?
Why?  v. 13  They will become traps for you.
Josh 23:14-16   God has been totally faithful, both to his promises to bless, and to his promises to discipline and even to judge (Achan, Canaanites, Perizzites, Hittites, Hivites, Amorites)    v. 14b “Every promise has been fulfilled.”
God promises, “You will quickly perish from the good land he has given you.
Folks:  Let’s be faithful to the covenant.  We put our hands to the plow, let us not look back.  Remember Lots’ wife!!!
Joshua 24:1-15       Our main passage.  Bottom line.  Matt 28:18-20, Deut.
v. 1-13  Key to faithfulness:  Remember what God has done.
v. 1-4  I blessed Abraham, a man of faith, and his descendants.  Even now, I am fulfilling the promise I made to him.
v. 5-10 I blessed Moses, and saved the people from slavery through him.  You saw it with your own eyes!!!   You can read Exodus!!!   This really happened.
v. 11-13  I blessed Joshua and saved you through him.  v. 12 “The hornet” must be his sending of fear and confusion among the Southern and Northern confederations.
v. 13  God:  Look what I have done for you.
Joshua 24:14-15    Bottom Line.  Here is the deal.  This is what I leave you with. Fear God in hesed-faithfulness.   Decide here and now.  Throw away your idols.  Get rid of your former ways.  
Joel 3:14  Multitudes, multitudes in the Valley of Decision.
“Choose today whom you will serve.”     I have decided.  God’s love gives you the choice, but choose well.    Put away those drugs, relationships, pornography, filthy language, divisive attitudes, jealousy, gossip, greed, 
Q: What choice do you need to make today?????
Joshua 24:16-24
The people gave the right response. V. 16  “Far be it from us…”   We remember.
v. 19-20  Do you sense Joshua’s hesitation to take their promises at face value?   “You are not able.”  Are you sure you understand the commitment you are making?
v. 21.  No.  Trust us!
v. 23  OK.  Let’s put our money where our mouth is.
Ephesians 19:17-20  They burned their scrolls publicly.  They removed their social media from their phones.  And the word of the Lord spread.  They flushed their cigarettes down the toilet and dumped their liquor down the drain.
Q:  What do you need to burn/throw away, delete, erase?
Eph 24:25-28  As usual, Joshua sets up a stone of remembrance.  Remember the day you publicly stated Jesus is Lord?
Epilogue:  Joshua 24:29-33
They stuck to their commitment as long as those who observed it directly lived. Those who heard Joshua did great.   But…   Judges.
v. 32  God’s faithfulness.   Joseph’s bones remained in Egypt 400+ years
Hosea 11:1   Out of Egypt I called my son.
Joseph, prefigure of Christ.      Moses.    Israel.     Jesus.    Us
He calls us out of Egypt, but he also promises us access to the Promised Land.  Praise God!
Summary:
Remember the great deeds of God.  Remember his promises.
Obey the Scripture
Separate yourselves from non-disciples.
Choose today whom you will serve!!!



