2 Peter IV  False Teachers
The “occasion” of 2 Peter is false teachings—especially about the immanent return of Christ, but also of nascent Gnosticism.   
Themes of 2 Peter
True knowledge of God.
Growth in holiness.
The Immanent Return of Christ 

Theme Scripture:     2 Peter 1:3  “His divine power has given us everything we need for a godly life through our knowledge of him who called us by his own glory and goodness.”
2 Peter II Confidence in God’s Word
2 Peter 1:16-19a  These things really happened, These are not “cleverly invented stories.”
I was there.  I saw it.   I heard his voice.  
We heard and saw his baptism, his turning of water to wine (John 2:2 and his disciples).  We were there when he fed 5000 and so many more things.
2 Peter 1:19-21  The Bible is inspired by God, and is, therefore, authoritative in the Christian’s life.
We have the words of the prophets made much more certain.  
My advice:  Pay careful attention to these words.
Last Week Josh Leong:  Be careful about false teachers and those who falsely claim to be prophets.
This week: More of the same.  Peter devotes an entire chapter to opposing false teachers and false teachings, so we will spend some time doing that as well.
My preference: to teach the truth and let people figure out the false teachings for themselves.  But sometimes I must do what Peter is doing here.
2 Peter 2:1-3    Characteristics of false teachers
They teach false things (obviously!)   v. 1 false teachers.  Destructive heresies such as universalism—that all will, in the end, be saved.  Hell is not real.  We had a conversation with a group on campus who teach this just this week!
2 Timothy 4:1-5 People will preach/teach what people’s itching ears want to hear.
Or they teach Original Sin and Total Depravity—that we are born already guilty of the sin of Adam, or, even worse, totally depraved—that we have lost our free will in the process.
v. 2  Other false teachers will tolerate or even encourage loose morality. They promote liberty.  “Freedom in Christ” is their motto, but they forget Peter’s warning not to use freedom as a license for immorality (1 Pet 2:16) Premarital sex is acceptable.  Marrying non-Christians is OK.  Drinking not such a big deal.  Homosexual relationships are OK—as long as you love each other.
v. 2  greed.   They will be in it for the money.  This is the prosperity gospel.  Preachers with really nice cars and expensive houses.  This is SOP in Africa, but also in some American churches.
They will use flattery.  They will tell you that if you have enough faith you will have prosperity, good health…
They will tell false stories—for example will claim to have a prophecy from God.
I am a prophet.  God told me to tell you…  Matthew 24:24  False prophets who work (false?) miracles.  
Really?  On what authority?    What bona fide miracle have you done to prove your right to say this.  
They will tell you that all you have to do to be saved is pray Jesus into your heart or simply ask Jesus to forgive you of your sins.  You simply must believe.  They do not call for a thorough repentance.   That is what my itching ears want to hear.
They will tell you that, once you are saved, you cannot lose your salvation (this was a significant part of what Peter’s opponents were teaching)  
They will tell you that, in order to be saved, you must exhibit some sort of miraculous gift such as speaking in tongues, when the Bible never said such a thing.
Peter has some really strong words for these teachers, for, as James told us (James 3:1)  We who teach will be judged more strictly.” 
2 Peter 2:4-9    God will deal very strongly with these false teachers.  Examples.
1. v. 4 Angels…  Scholars debate what he is referring to.  We will skip that.
2.  v. 5  He did not spare the people who refused Noah’s warnings.  They said, “There will be no judgment.”
Apathy and disobedience to Noah.
But he protected Noah—a preacher of righteousness.
Genesis 7:5 “And Noah did all that the Lord commanded him.
They said “Eat, drink and be merry.” We have plenty of time. Noah is overreacting.
They laughed at Noah.  A real do-gooder.  Fanatic.  Too committed.  
They did not laugh when the doors of the ark were closed, and the rain began.
3. v. 6  Neither did he spare the citizens of Sodom and Gomorrah.
Their sin?  Sheer sensuality.
It may not be an accident that he first mentions a judgment by water, followed by a judgment by fire, as this is mirrored by the two judgments God mentions in 2 Peter 3.
v. 7  But, as he rescued Noah from the flood, he also rescued Lot from the fire.
v. It is interesting that he calls Lot a righteous man.  That is an encouragement (unlike Noah who more clearly was a righteous man)
Q: How would you rate Lot as a righteous person on a scale from 1-10?  “It’s not that big a deal.  Spend the night.”  They had to virtually drag Lot out of Sodom.  
But let us not forget Lot’s wife:  
Actually, Jesus said “Remember Lot’s wife.”  Luke 17:32
(He is going to get back to strong condemnation of the false teachers next, but before this)
v. 9a   For those who do not listen to these false teachers--encouragement.   Remember Noah and Lot.  God can rescue you from the coming judgment.
But also note how few are saved, and how many are lost.  Will it be different today?  Far more follow the false teachers than the Bible!
[But notice that both Noah and Lot had to do something.  Noah had to obediently build an ark and Lot had to walk away from the sin.]
2 Peter 2:9b-16  Wow!
God knows how to deliver from destruction.  But God also knows how to bring judgment on the sinner, the disobedient and the false teachers who teach them.
v. 9b-10  But let us get back to those teachers.
It will not go well for them!    Especially those who, like the proto-gnostic teachers who deny the second coming, and who, therefore, do not take sin seriously…  They say “right knowledge is sufficient.”
Who “follow the corrupt desires of the flesh.”
Who despise the authority of the apostles and the Scripture.
They say they believe the Bible, but they misinterpret it to favor their false teachings.  
They are bold and arrogant.  They do not hesitate to speak against church leaders who call them to repentance. 
v. 11  The more powerful angels hesitate to heap criticism on the lesser beings—humans, even when it is richly deserved.
But these false teachers do not hold back in their criticism of God’s leaders.
They will publish letters against them.
v. 12-16 do not need much comment!  
But, about the Balaam thing.  Numbers 22-24  Balaam was willing to prophesy against Israel for $$$   
Balaam is a prototype for these false teachers.  Not only did he sell his prophecy, he also tempted Israel to immorality.  Rev 2:14-15 “Balaam who taught Balak to entice Israel to sin so that they ate food sacrificed to idols and committed sexual immorality.”  (1 Cor 10:8, Jude 11) But he was rebuked by a talking donkey!
Peter:  Some of these false teachers should listen to a donkey!
2 Peter 2:17-22
What is the purpose of a spring?
To produce water.
What is the purpose of a teacher or a prophet?
To produce repentance, growth and good works in their hearers.
Not these teachers!
They preach “freedom” from rules.
Many years ago, when Jan and I started working with the singles in San Diego, a favorite saying of the singles was “Freedom in Christ.”
What they meant is “no one is going to tell me what to do!”
Don’t listen to those Pharisee leaders who are telling you to be careful who you date, to get advice before big decisions, to not take that job or to hang out with those people.  They are trying to steal your freedom.
The net result of this kind of “liberation” is slavery.
We need to listen to those who caution us against sin and even situations which might lead to sin.
Single Christians:  Don’t spent time alone with members of the opposite sex.
Oh, you are just legalistic!
v. 20-22  Warning against falling away.
What is at stake here?    Salvation!!!!!
This explains why Peter is so emotional and exercised about this issue!!!
If we are saved, but foolishly listen to these liberating teachers and prophets, we risk losing everything.
This passage and Hebrews 10:26-31 are the two most serious passages in the entire New Testament.  Listen up!!!
If, after being saved, we listen to these teachers, start playing with sin, and not listening to our leaders, we risk losing our salvation.
And, like Peter says, we will be worse than before.  
Like the proverb says, it is like a dog returning to its vomit (to eat it!)
The “vomit” is the sins we put behind us when we repented and were saved.
It is like a pig returning to wallow in the mud.
And by the way, dogs actually do that, and so do pigs.  What about you?
Michael Green:  “A servant who willfully disobeys his master is far more culpable than one who disobeys through ignorance.”
Illustration: A friend who had had a major drinking problem, had repented, had been saved, and had become a minister got the idea that having just one drink was not a problem.  We need to train ourselves to deal with the temptation, not to legalistically have a zero tolerance policy.
Guess what happened.
Hebrews 6:4 If we fall away it is impossible to be renewed to repentance.
My friend is now living on the streets.
We are not immune to this here in our church.  One brother once told me, “I am not going to let anyone tell me what to do.”  He is not with us now.
I am sorry to leave you with this thought, but…
Another brother, when called to repent, used a few choice words.  But, after 5+years he called me last night!
Summary:
Beware of false teachers and those who claim to be prophets.
They claim to speak for God, but they do not.
Some (but not all) are into it for money.
Others bring a message of “freedom” which leads to slavery.
They offer a cheap salvation without repentance or discipleship.  Just ask Jesus into your heart.  You cannot lose your salvation.
They preach the prosperity gospel.
Do not listen to them!  They are springs without water.
Peter tells us that their condemnation is deserved
No! Listen to the Scripture.  Keep growing in your faith, goodness, knowledge, self-control, perseverance, godliness, mutual affection and love.
2 Peter 1:10-11

