2 Peter VI Be Prepared For Jesus’ Return
The “occasion” of 2 Peter is false teachings—especially about the immanent return of Christ, but also of nascent Gnosticism.   
Themes of 2 Peter
True knowledge of God.      (vs knowledge so-called of Gnosticism)
Growth in holiness.
The Immanent Return of Christ 

My last sermon:   2 Peter 2:1-3  False Teachers
2 Timothy 4:1-5 People will preach/teach what people’s itching ears want to hear.
Destructive heresies such as universalism—that all will, in the end, be saved.  Hell is not real.  
Other false teachers will tolerate or even encourage loose morality. They promote liberty.  “Freedom in Christ” is their motto, but they forget Peter’s warning not to use freedom as a license for immorality (1 Pet 2:16) Premarital sex is acceptable.    Drinking not such a big deal.  Homosexual relationships are OK—as long as you love each other.
They will tell you that all you have to do to be saved is pray Jesus into your heart or simply ask Jesus to forgive you of your sins.  You must simply believe.  They do not call for a thorough repentance.   That is what my itching ears want to hear.
They will tell you that, once you are saved, you cannot lose your salvation (this was a significant part of what Peter’s opponents were teaching)  
They will tell you that, in order to be saved, you must exhibit some sort of miraculous gift such as speaking in tongues, when the Bible never said such a thing.
2 Peter 2:4-9    God will deal very strongly with these false teachers.  
v. 5  He did not spare the people who refused Noah’s warnings.  
They laughed at Noah.  A real do-gooder.  Fanatic.  Too committed.  
They did not laugh when the doors of the ark were closed, and the rain began.
v. 6  Neither did he spare the citizens of Sodom and Gomorrah.
v. 7  But, as he rescued Noah from the flood, he also rescued Lot from the fire.
God knows how to deliver from destruction.  But God also knows how to bring judgment on the sinner, the disobedient and the false teachers who teach them.
Peter uses VERY strong words.  He is downright angry!  They are springs without water.  They promise freedom, but are themselves slaves to depravity.
v. 20-22  Warning against falling away.   Our salvation is at stake here.
And, like Peter says, we will be worse than before.  
Like the proverb says, it is like a dog returning to its vomit (to eat it!)
2 Peter 3     Prepare for the Second Coming of Christ
Last week (most of you were not here)  Joshua preached about the second coming of Christ.  The principle false teaching that has arisen in Cappadocia is that the second coming of Christ will not happen.   Holiness is not so big a deal.
2 Peter 3:1-2  After some rather strong—almost harsh—words in 2 Peter 2, he begins this section with “dear friends,” which he repeats three times in this chapter.
Dear friends; recall what the Old Testament prophets said about this. (v. 2)
Dear friends: make every effort to be found blameless. (v. 14)
Dear friends: be on your guard against false teaching. (v. 17)
Peter is ticked off, but it is out of concern and love for the disciples.  
I want to stimulate “wholesome thinking.”   To remember what is truly important.
v. 2  What is the “command given by our Lord and Savior through your apostles.”?
It is most likely 2 Peter 3:14  It is to continue in vigorous holy lives in light of the immanent return of Christ.    
v. 2  Jesus is Our Lord and Savior    We are living on a bridge.  Our salvation is only completed when Jesus comes back.  
“To deny the second coming of Christ is to deny Jesus as Savior.” Michael Green. 
2 Peter 3:3-7  What is Peter teaching “Above all?”  He is teaching that Jesus will come again.  DO NOT LISTEN to these scoffers who say (v. 4) “Where is this supposed ‘coming’ you Christians keep talking about.”
Why is this above all?  Because, as they say, “When the cat is away, the mice will play.”   What about if the cat is away permanently?  The mice will lose all sense of fear.       That is unwholesome thinking!
Like the Cat in the Hat.   When the parents came home, they all scurried around cleaning up the mess.
We live in the shadow of the second coming of Christ.  We live as if it is immanent.
2nd Coming:  Matthew 25:1-13 ten virgins.  The foolish virgins find themselves outside of the final kingdom.  Therefore, keep watch!!!
Matthew 24:42-44  Keep watch. 
The scoffers say:  The evidence of history proves it is not reasonable to believe in the second coming.  Everything goes on as it has from the beginning.  The laws of nature are immutable.  The miraculous has been “disproved” by science.
Guess who made these very same “laws of nature.”
True, but…  That is what they said in the days of Noah.   They “deliberately forget.”  (v. 5)
v. 7  “By the same word…”  The likelihood of the Second Coming of Christ is proved by the coming of the flood.
As with Noah and Lot, it will be first water, and then fire.   Just like in the days of Noah…  So it is today.
BTW, there is strong evidence of the destruction of Sodom.   (Genesis 19)
Bible:  fairly well-watered, intense agriculture.  The good land!
League of 5 cities:   Sodom, Gomorrah, Admah, Zeboiim, Zoar (Genesis 14:2)
 Today:  SE corner of Dead Sea.  Total wasteland.
 Archaeologists discovered about 2000 BC Dead Sea twice as large, much wetter.
 Guess how many wadis contain ruins of cities?    Five!!
 All destroyed about 2100 BC by fire
 Largest city Bab ed Dhra (presumably Sodom) as thick as 7 ft. ashes.
The graveyard 0.5 km from the city:  Burned from the top down!
What do we learn from the flood in the days of Noah (and the destruction of Sodom)?   That this world is governed, not just by natural law, but by a moral law which says that sin/rebellion against God requires judgment.   Moral laws are as real as physical ones.  In fact, they trump natural laws.  
Jesus confirms this interpretation of the flood  Matthew 24:36-39
Would this describe our world today?  “Eating and drinking and marrying.”
But when Noah entered the ark the flood came and took them all away.
Jesus:  “As it was in the days of Noah.”  Peter: “By the same Word.”
The God of creation is the God of judgment.  Judgment is as real as creation.
The second coming of Christ is both a day of salvation—it is when our salvation is completed.  But it is also a day of judgment.
2 Peter 3:8-18  In light of this, how ought we to live.  This is the purpose of 2 Peter!
To the scoffers who scoff “Where is this coming?”  Christians are always saying it will come in their generation.  They have always been wrong. Peter says, “to God a day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years is like a day.”  Time means nothing to God.  If God chooses to delay the second coming, it is because he loves us, and he wants all men everywhere to repent.  
Does 2000 years seem like a long time to you?  What about to God, who created the universe about 13.5 billion years ago.
If 13.5 billion years were 24 hours, then 2000 years is 0.013 seconds.  2000/13,500,000,000 x 24 x 60 x 60 = 0.013 seconds.  13.5 miliseconds.   It is approximately the time of a human clap.   “a few milliseconds”  
We should live life, on the one hand, as if the second coming is many years in the future.  We need to lay good foundations for the church.
But, we should live life, on the other hand, as if Jesus will return this very day.
How?  by living a holy and godly life all the time.
2 Peter 3:9  God is giving us time to repent.
v. 10  But… the Day will come like a thief!  Peter is quoting Jesus here. Matt 24:43-44..  
Habakkuk 2:3 speaking of the Day of the Lord, “though it linger, wait for it. It will certainly come and will not delay.”
Me: two weeks ago, a call from a guy in Florida who is sure the situation in the Middle East now is proof that Jesus is about to come back.
Rabbi Samuel ben Nahmani said in AD 260 “Blasted be the bones of those who calculate the end.”  Isaac Newton said that those who do so bring disrepute on God, and make fools of themselves.
v. 11 is the main point of the entire book of 2 Peter.  So….  How should we live.
Illustration:  The young man in Milwaukee who died as Ron Quint was preaching a sermon, probably from 2 Peter 3:9 or Matthew 24.
v. 12  We should “speed its coming” by living self-controlled, holy, godly loves.  The Day of the Lord will be disaster for most, but a blessing for us.   Why?
v. 13  We are looking forward to the promised new heaven and a new (renewed?) earth!  Isaiah 65:17f. A new heaven and a new earth  The former things will not even be remembered!
Q: How are you doing?  Is your life, as you are currently living, speeding the coming of Christ?  Or are you hoping God will hold off for a bit?
What should we do with the available, intervening time?  Live holy, godly lives and Preach the gospel, study the Bible with people, and get them saved! Be like Noah.
2 Peter 3:14  Peter repeats himself.  Dear friends… make every effort
Q: Are you making “every effort” to be found spotless and blameless?
If not, let’s get with it!
v. 15-16 Paul taught the same thing (but in slightly less plain language)
v. 17  “Dear Friends” 3rd time.  Be careful against false teachers.  Both those who deny the second coming, and those who make too big a deal about it—trying to predict its date.
No! We need to grow in grace. We need to grow (2 Peter 1:5) in the righteousness which is the natural result of understanding and appreciating the grace of God.  Peter, wisely, takes us back to where he started.
Summary:
The second coming is real.  You can mark it down.  As it was in the days of Noah, so it will be at the second coming.
For this reason, let us “speed its coming” by our undying pursuit of holy, godly living.  Let us always be growing in our knowledge and in our holiness before God.


