Entrust to Reliable Men
2 Timothy Ch 1,2
2 Timothy is known as a “pastoral” letter.  It does not have a lot of theology, but it is geared toward shepherding God’s people—giving instruction as an overseer to the church.

2 Timothy is a letter from the great evangelist Paul to his right hand “guy” in the ministry—Timothy.  His purpose is to leave a spiritual legacy—a man to whom he could pass the mantel of leadership.
Paul is in prison and will be executed soon, so for him, this is of GREAT concern.

I was talking about this with Josh this week.  It is a concern.

This is a lesson about discipling—about raising up men to do great things for God.

Do you want your life to count for something?  Do you want to make a real difference in this world?  Are you sure?  Well, listen to Paul’s charge to Timothy.

2 Timothy 1:1-5   Here we are not giving instruction.  Here we are laying the groundwork in which discipling can happen.    Paul really loved Timothy.   Constantly remember  Tears   joy 

Discipling is about a real, intimate relationship of love.  You cannot raise up a leader you do not love.

2 Timothy 1:6-8  Paul’s ministry (and therefore Timothy’s ministry)

Paul:  I am about to leave the scene (2 Tim 4  The time for my departure has come).  Who will take care of this ministry?  Who can I pass it along to?  Who will step into the breach?  Who will carry the load?

v. 7  It is a ministry based on the work of the Holy Spirit.
Therefore, the minister should be confident and bold (not timid) and should exercise power, love and self-discipline.    

Power and self-control without love is dangerous, but with love it is amazing
Q: What does your ministry look like?  Who are you ministering to?  Who are you helping to grow in Christ?

A less mature disciple?  If not, someone you are reaching out to or studying with? 
 
Q:  If you were to ask your spiritual friends to characterize your ministry, would words like power and self-control enter the discussion?    What will you do about that?

A Spirit of power.   Powerful words, powerful actions, powerful changes.

Discipline/Self-Control.            This has been a HUGE factor in my life.  Without discipline, you can do nothing.  

The Disciplined Life   Robert Taylor     Your Future Self Will Thank You by Drew Dyck

Joke:  I started the book, but I did not finish it.  

Self-control in your studies?  Self-control in your time to sleep?  Self-control in your diet and exercise?    Self-control of your passions.     NOW is the time to start building a life of self-control.  And, if you are a Christian, you have the Holy Spirit which tends in that direction.

2 Timothy 1:13-14  Timothy:  Keep the pattern that I set for you.     Find men you can emulate.  Let yourself be mentored by someone who knows that they are doing.

Is there a more mature disciple of Jesus you are willing to emulate?  Can you be entrusted (v. 14) with the ministry?   
Ex:   serving at the campus retreat, leading a Bible group, taking care of a younger Christian.  Setting up at church,  overseeing our web site or our Instagram.     Overseeing who and when tabling is happening.

2 Timothy 2:1-7   Paul calls Timothy “my son.”  I love the intimacy there.

v. 1  Be strong.  Strong in what?  Strong in the grace of God.   Trusting in him for your strength, courage…

Paul:  I am entrusting the ministry to you.  I want you to entrust it to reliable men to carry it forward.    
The spread and growth of the gospel requires reliable men (and women).
Are you a reliable person?   
Are you one who follows through on the tasks you were given?
Are you one who sees a need, comes up with a solution, and put it into effect?
Do you need to be reminded of a task you were given?
Are you self-motivated in your walk with God?

I am looking for that kind of person.  Without them, I will have no real legacy.

I ask you again:  Are you a reliable person?  Are you the one who sees the need, takes personal initiative, and makes it happen.

I think of Vincent Lara.  Started a ministry at UCLA
I think of Aolani Moreno    Took on Southwestern College
I think of Josh Brummet     Give me that mountain (Atwater)

v. 2   This reliable person not only is reliable, but is teaching the next generation.  Paul felt OK about Timothy, but, as he was lying in his prison, what he wanted was to be confident that the next generation of leaders and reliable men was being raised up.    

v. 3  By the way, did I tell you this includes suffering?

v. 4-7  Practical advice.

1. Like a good soldier…
The church is not an army.  It is a family!!!!   But there are things we can learn from an army that helps in our ministry.   Do not becoming entangled in civilian affairs.     Keep your outside obligations to a minimum.  Keep your focus on kingdom things.

Instead, try to please your commanding officer.  Q: Who is that?

How do you spend your time?   What about social media, video games, etc.

2. Similarly…     Compete by the rules.   Do not take short cuts.    Be open.  Let people know what is going on.

3.  Like a good farmer.    Be a hard worker.  Show up early.  Leave late.   At the end of the day, we should be tired from doing the Lord’s work.

Again, do you want your life to count for God?

Do you want to hear those amazing words:    (Matthew 25:21, 23)  Well done, good and faithful servant.

Then choose to day to live a purposeful life of power and self-discipline.

Find a mentor you can submit to, learn from, and, in some cases imitate.

Be a reliable minister, and raise up other reliable ministers.

Be cautious about involvement in “civilian affairs.”
Do not take shortcuts, be open and take advice.
Be diligent, like the hard working farmer.

Be a Timothy.

Discussion Questions:
1. Are you someone that would be described as a “reliable man?”

2. Are you a person who would be known for having self-control?   In what area of self-control would you like to improve?

3. Are you one who has been too involved in “civilian affairs?”  Are you a “hard-working farmer?”
