Hot Topics in Christianity: Last Lesson
Etc.  Issues that the World does not care about, but we do.
Christianity and Culture: Gambling, Drinking, Marijuana, Modesty.
All our other topics (bioethics, gender, race, war, abortion, IVF, war, politics) are things which the “world” cares deeply about. These are questions that all humans are curious about.   Today is issues that, typically, only disciples care about, but which still interact with culture.
Gambling
Alcohol, Marijuana
Modesty
Movies/Entertainment
As usual, with each topic, we will ask three questions.  Our approach:
1. What can we say for sure, based on the Bible?
2. What can we infer or reasonably conclude, based on biblical principles?
3. What are some gray areas in which we ought to have our opinion, but have grace toward those who disagree.

But we will have one additional consideration:  The matter of conscience.
The question: What if there is something that I could do which is not a sin per se, but which is morally or ethically offensive to my fellow believers—my brothers and sisters.
4. What about actions which are not sinful, but which offend the conscience of fellow believers?
Let’s take that on first:
In Romans 14:1-12 (we will not read this) Paul describes the “weak” and the “strong.”

The “weak” are not weak Christians.  They may be very strong disciples!
The “weak” are those with a particularly sensitive conscience on areas which are not sin, per se, but which hurt the conscience of some.

The “strong” are those who have no problem with doing something others find morally or ethically objectionable as Christians.

Our issues:  What movie to watch, what to post on Instagram or tik tok, going to a party where people will get drunk, dancing at a night club, playing poker for money, going to a casino, modest dress, drinking, medical marijuana. There are a limitless number of potential applications.

Romans 14:13-23  Now he is addressing principally the supposedly “strong.”  Apparently, the responsibility to deal with these issues lies principally with them.

Romans 14:14 If we regard it as unclean, then it is unclean for us.  In other words, it is sinful to offend our consciences.

v. 15 The key to such issues is love, not freedom.

Romans 14:16 At first glance, this may appear to be advice to confront the “weak” Christian for being so legalistic, telling them to change their opinion.
This is NOT what he is saying.

Paul is telling us that if there is something we consider not sinful which is a stumbling block to a “weaker” disciple, we should be willing to give up our freedom for the sake of the conscience of the weak.   The solution (v. 16) is to either not do it at all, or, in some cases, to not do it in front of the weak brother or sister.

We should be willing to not drink alcohol or to not listen to certain music or to go to certain movies, to not flaunt our tattoos (if you go to Africa…), or to not wear certain kinds of clothing that we think is cute, or certain piercings, especially if it is a public matter where the weak will observe us doing this thing.

v. 19 Here is the main point:  It is far more important to build up the body than it is for you to do what you are free to do.

v. 20  Do not be a stumbling block.   Do not hurt your brother for the sake of your freedom.

Q: Can something which is not sinful be sinful?   Yes.  This applies to both the weak and the strong.   

1. It is sinful for the “strong” to do an otherwise unsinful thing if it can reasonably be thought to be a stumbling block to the “weak.”  (v. 21-22)
2. It is sinful for the weak disciple to do what he or she believes to be wrong in their heart.   Romans 14:23.  Any action which we cannot do in good faith, we should not do.

Note:  There is an even more thorough discussion of this topic in 1 Cor 8:1-13  v. 13 “If food causes my brother to fall, I will never again eat meat so that I won’t cause my brother to fall.”    Also 1 Cor 10:14-33 in which he teaches the same thing, but also gives some room for the strong to not always be controlled by the weak, particularly if what is done is done in private.  v. 23 “Everything is permissible”, but not everything is helpful.

v. 22   This is perhaps the hardest part.  In certain cases it is wrong for us to even express our opinion.  Even verbally approving of an act which could be a stumbling block can be hurtful and therefore sinful.     Illustration:  Me and Jeff Chacon with regard to gambling.

Now, to the issues I was asked about:
A. Consumption of  alcohol.
 1. What the Bible teaches.  Drunkenness is a sin.   Gal 5:19,  Ephesians 5:18 Do not get drunk on wine.   Proverbs 20:1  Wine is a mocker.  Many more.
Drunkenness is a “willful” sin.  So, do not EVER get drunk.  Period.  End of story.


3.   So, what is the definition of drunk?    California 0.08%
For smaller people, this happens after two drinks.  For larger people, this happens after three drinks.

Suggestion:  A Christian ought to have a stricter “rule” than California.

Suggestion:  The rule of 1.  If you limit yourself to one drink in any day (or in any six hours?), you should be OK.

4. The rule of offending consciences.    Some believe all consumption of alcohol is against Christianity.  Others understand that this is not the case, but they live with a 0 tolerance lifestyle because of addiction.

Suggestion:  Do not serve alcoholic beverages at group Christian events, but what you do in your home or in smaller groups is different.

B. Gambling (casino, lottery, on-line, dollar poker in your house)
1.   I looked up “48 Scriptures on gambling” and not a single one mentioned gambling (although there is mention of casting lots, which is not gambling).

2. Prov 3:9  Honor God with your wealth.    Luke 16:1-13  The dishonest manager.  Use your wealth.  v. 9 Use worldly wealth to win friends for God.
3. If you go to a casino, do not flaunt it.  Keep it on the down-low, do not advertise it on Instagram, because it offends some people.
C. Marijuana and other mind-altering drugs.
There are two categories here.   1. “Recreational” use.   2. “Medical” use.
Level 2    Getting high on mind-altering drugs is sinful.
1 Cor 6:12  “I have the right to do anything”   but I will not be mastered by anything.
1 Cor 6:19-20  Your bodies are the temple of the Holy Spirit…  Honor God with your body.
Gal 5:19  “witchcraft” = pharmakea   Any mind-altering drug for “fun” is a clear sin.
Level 2.    “The What would Jesus do” principle.  Would Jesus smoke marijuana, or would he knowingly eat a cannabis-laced product?
Level 4.  This applies ONLY to medical marijuana.
FYI, only very few symptoms have been shown scientifically to have benefit, and there are MANY indications of harm to both the body and the mind.
Besides, this certainly will be a stumbling block for many disciples!
Suggestion:  Only if actually prescribed by a legitimate doctor (not one who makes money from this).   And only in private.
D. Modesty
Level 1   There are not very many scriptures on this topic.  But…   
1 Tim 2:9    I want women to dress modestly, with decency and propriety.
1 Pet 3:3-4   Be cautious about “outward adornment.”
1 Cor 12:23  The parts of the body that are less honorable we treat with special modesty.  But that is not even talking about modest dress!
Conclusion:  It is a sin to dress immodestly.  Why? Because God said so.  Why? because it will be a stumbling block to sinful, lustful men!
Women:  Please accept an apology from men that it is our sinful behavior which limits your freedom!
Level 3    So, what is the definition of immodest dress?
Hamlet:  “Ah… There’s the rub.
Two suggestions:
1. Women, discuss this amongst yourselves.
2. Aim for somewhere in the middle or to the right of the middle.
3. Avoid legalism and meanness on this issue.
4. But do not ignore this issue.
Q: Other issues of this sort which were not brought up tonight?
Discussion Questions:
1. Give an example of a Christian issue in which you would be classified as “weak.”  (in other words on which you tend to the conservative)
2. Give an example of a Christian issue in which you would be classified as “strong.” (in other words, you see it as not sinful, but you know others do)
3. For both, discuss how you should act toward other disciples.
