King Jesus
I have a question to get us started:  Who is your king?  Are you sure?
If he is your king, then you are his subject.
What is a “subject”?
A “subject” is not like Spanish or philosophy or history.
A subject is one who is subject to another.  It is one who is in submission to another.
In America, we do not have kings.  Therefore we do not have subjects.
Are you the subject of Donald Trump?
But we are not here to talk politics.  We are here to talk about King Jesus.
If Jesus is your king, then you are his subject.  Then you are in full submission to him.  He is your Lord.  If he says jump, you say “How high?”
We Americans are not really into the king thing.  I agree, but we disciples are counter-cultural on the idea of lordship.
Whether being in a kingdom is a good thing or not depends a lot on the quality of the king, does it not?  
So, we are going to talk a bit about Jesus’ kingdom, but we are going to spend more time talking about King Jesus himself.
What does a king have?  He has subjects, but he also has a kingdom—a physical area over which he is Lord.  
Jesus has a kingdom, but this kingdom is a very odd kingdom.
John 18:33   Are you the king of the Jews?  Is that your own idea?  You have said so (Matthew).
I want Jesus to loudly proclaim.  Yes!!!  I am the king!!!  I am the master!   I am YOUR Lord!   I am YOUR master, now bend the knee.
Instead Jesus says, (v. 36) “My kingdom is not of this world… My kingdom is from another place.
This is a very odd kingdom, because it has no territory, no borders, and citizenship in the kingdom is a matter of choice.  There are no border guards.  There is no ICE.   Your passport is the Holy Spirit.
Our king is Jesus and our citizenship is in heaven (Phil 3:20).
How do you get into this kingdom?  Well… by being baptized into it, of course, but what about Matthew 6:33 Even as we are in the kingdom, we must  “Seek first His (Jesus’) kingdom and His righteousness, and all the worries of the world will shrink into the background.  (they will not go away, but they will become almost insignificant by comparison)
OK. Jesus is my king.  I am his subject, and his instructions to me, as my king, is to seek his kingdom first.
Fine, so what is his kingdom?  What am I seeking first?
“The Kingdom of God is the church”  is something that I have been taught in the past.  So seeking first the kingdom is seeking first the church.

To quote the “Kingdom of God” study (ICOC) 

“The church is the Kingdom of God on earth established in approximately 33 AD”

Well…    The Kingdom of God is something a LOT bigger than the church!!!
David Lipscomb:  “The Kingdom of God embraces the church, but it is more extensive in its signification.”

David Lipscomb:  The Kingdom of God embraces everything and every person in the universe over which God rules as king.”

Pre-eminently, the kingdom of God is a kingdom.  It has subjects and those subjects worship and submit to their King.

My definition:  The Kingdom of God is anywhere, any situation or any person where God reigns as king.

A Catholic catechism says:

Although the Kingdom of God is much bigger than the church, the church is an outpost of the kingdom.  It is kind of like an embassy of the KOG. And, according to a Catholic catechism, must be further extended by Christians until it has been brought into perfection by Christ at the end of time. The Christian does this by living the way Christ lived, by thinking the way Christ thought, and by promoting peace and justice. This can be accomplished by discerning how the Holy Spirit (God) is calling one to act in the concrete circumstances of one's life.

The kingdom of God is already but not yet.  The church is a picture, here on earth of the future kingdom.
Back to Matthew 6:33.  The meaning of seek first the kingdom of God:
Seek first to make God king     (Put your treasure in heaven)
Seek submission to him.  Seek to make him your Lord.  Your master.
So, this morning, Is Jesus truly your king?
We talked about the kingdom.  Now, let’s talk about the king!!!  Meet King Jesus!
What is your picture of Jesus?
At one time, mine came from stained glass windows in the church where I grew up.   A slightly effeminate guy holding a sheep and patting little kids on the head.
Picture Jesus right now.
Rev 1:12-18   Q: Is this the picture one gets of Jesus in the gospels?  Definitely not!!!
The principle picture of Jesus in Revelation (although there are other pictures) is of mind-blowing power.  

A voice “like a trumpet” v 10  (a loud and clear message)

Blazing eyes    see everything very clearly.  Nothing escapes his notice!

White hair, etc.  purity
Bronze feet = strength

Double-edged sword coming from his mouth  Literal?  NO!   = his absolute authority and power to judge by what he speaks (John 12:48  the very words I spoke will judge at the last day)

To sum up the image:  Jesus is  authoritative, holy, majestic, omniscient, powerful.  He stands among the churches, he holds their fate in his hands.  This should have been very reassuring.

Rev 5:4-6  Another picture of Jesus

Jesus confidently takes the scroll, which is the message of Revelation to the saints.

Jesus is a lion (a powerful ruler)  Gen 49:8-12  the lion of Judah-of God’s people
Jesus is the Root of David (Jeremiah 23:5)   He is the Root/branch of Jesse  Isaiah 11:1-10
Jesus is a majestic, powerful, triumphant ruler.

But Jesus is also a Lamb who looks as if he had been slain.

Q:  In what sense  is Jesus a lion?           A lion to his enemies
Q: In what sense is Jesus a lamb?          A lamb to those who follow him

Q:  what would a lamb “as it were slain” look like?

A lamb with seven horns (power) and seven eyes (omniscient).  Bizarre.  Not literal.

Is 42:1-4 is Jesus as a lamb.   Is 42:4 Q: How will he bring about justice if he is not breaking bruised reeds or snuffing out smoldering wicks?

An infinitely powerful, yet an infinitely humble king.  God is humble?

Which is the real Jesus?
Is it the powerful image of Rev 1, the lion of Rev 5 or the lamb of Rev 5?

Zech 9:9-11   A righteous and victorious, yet also a gentle and lowly king.  What kind of king is that!   The best possible kind!
We have a king who already reigns victorious (already but not yet)
We have a king who is righteous.   With him, everything is right.
But we have a gentle and humble king.
Rev 19:11-16  
v. 12  Eyes of blazing fire.
v. 12  many crowns
v.  13  A robe dipped in blood.  A willing sacrifice.
v. 14  The Word.  The truth.
v.  15  We are following him, and we are riding white horses!!!
v. 15  rod of iron  A powerful, unbending rulerl
v. 15, winepress of his wrath 19:15
v. 16  Sum it up.  King of kings and Lord of lords.  That is my Jesus.
What an irony!  What a paradox!  This is a king I can serve.  What about you?
So, this morning, I hope you are a citizen/subject of King Jesus.  If not, let’s repent and be baptized and come into his kingdom.
If you are, let’s decide this morning that we are going to live lives in full submission to the great King Jesus.  A lion, and a lamb.  The one who leads his army on a with horse, with a double-edged sword.
Will you ride with King Jesus?
