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What is your greatest fear?
Life without meaning?     Lack of relationships?   Debilitating disease?   Failure?   Betrayal?    Death?

Death holds great power over us.    It causes us to save money.  It causes us to stay in shape.   It causes us to be careful.  It causes us to buy guns to defend ourselves, to think about our legacy.   

Death is the great enemy.  Death is the great leveler, as all die. It is the great equalizer.   As they say, death and taxes are the only completely inevitable things.

Death is the enemy of mankind.  It makes all of our plans, all of our goals appear silly.  What am I living for?   Who will remember you 200 years after you die?

Death laughs at life.  Futile, it says!

Death really has only one enemy.  He was born in poverty, of humble beginnings, raised in a small and insignificant town in the hills of Gallilee.  Who would have thought that this humble peasant would stare down the great enemy called death and call his bluff.    But that he did.

His name: Jesus of Nazareth.

Although he came from humble beginnings, he came to the great capital, Jerusalem as a great crusader for YHWH’s honor.

Let’s see Jesus confronting our death and, ultimately, winning.

Scene #1    John 2:16-19  To those who made a profit from religion, he said, “Get these out of here!  Stop turning my Father’s house into a market!

The wealthy religious establishment asked:  Who is this upstart?  What sign will you give us that you have such authority.

At this point, Jesus gave the first indication of his ultimate plan to defeat death:
John 2:19  “Destroy this temple, and I will raise it in three days.”

What are you talking about, Jesus?  Are you some sort of Samson who will, by brute strength, bring down the temple?  And then you are going to miraculously repair it?  Are you some sort of superhero?

Well, yes, actually, that I am.   I am the ultimate superhero with the ultimate superhero powers.    Yeah!  Destroy this temple of God and I will raise it in three days.

Scene #2  John 5:24-30   Scene #2 The Pool of Bethesda with its five covered colonnades.  Jesus healed a man who had been unable to walk for 3 years, and whose legs had withered.   But, he had the audacity to do this on the Sabbath.  That was enough.  The began the plot to kill Jesus.

Here is Jesus’ response  v. 24-30    Those who hear and believe have eternal life.  They have crossed from death to life.  The time has already come when the spiritually dead will hear the voice of the Son of God and will live.     
Jesus: I will help you to cross from death to life.  Is he talking about physical or spiritual death and life.  Not sure.
                                                                              	
Scene #3    The next indication of Jesus’ plan to defeat the great enemy—the great destroyer of hope called death came on the other side of the Sea of Galilee.

John 6:48-52   I am the bread of life.  Whoever eats this bread will live forever.

What?   Live forever?  What are you talking about, Mr. Nazareth?

The leaders were dismissive, and even contemptuous.  Who does he think he is?  v. 52  “How can this mere man give us his flesh to eat?”

But even the common people were skeptical.  John 6:42.  Is this not Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose father and mother we know.  How can he now say, “I came down from heaven.”?

John 6:53-59      Then Jesus took it a step farther.   I bring spiritual super-food.  Way better that super-beets.    The ultimate food, not filled with super antioxidants.  No, my food is real food of immortality.
What is this super-food—this immortality-producing nutrition?

“Very truly I tell you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you have no life in you.”

You need to stop eating spiritual junk-food.  You need to stay away from spiritual pizza and Captain Crunch cereal.  I am the bread of life.  I am real spiritual food.

What do you mean, Jesus?

This happened at the Passover, in the Spring.

Scene #4  Let’s fast-forward to later that year—the Fall—to the following Feast of Tabernacles.  We find Jesus back in Jerusalem.  He is near the Pool of Siloam, where the annual water festival is being held.

The chief priests and the Pharisees have sent out guards to arrest him and, ultimately, to kill him, because he had declared “I Am the Lord of the Sabbath.” (In John 5:18)

John 7:37-39  Jesus publicly declares:   “Let anyone who is thirsty come to me and drink.  Whoever believes in me, as Scripture has said, rivers of living water will flow from within them.”

Jesus:  I am the bread of life.  I offer resurrection from the dead.  I offer immortality.     I offer the water which springs up to eternal life.  

v. 38  What, Jesus?  Where did Scripture say that? Answer: Ezekiel 36:24-30.

And also Ezekiel 37:11-14.     I will put my Spirit in you and you will live.

I wish I had time for Ezekiel 47:1-12.  The water which flows from the temple, empties into the Dead Sea and the Sea comes to life.

Scene #5  Matthew 12:38-40   Teacher, give us a sign.

Jesus:  Here is the only sign I will give you.  As was Jonah, so I will be raised from the dead on the third day.

Scene #6   John 11:25    Actually, I will go well beyond that.     Jonah rose on the third day, but I am the resurrection and the life.  And whoever lives by believing in my will never die.  Do you believe this?

So, what did the people do with this man who came to give them eternal life?

First, they took out John the Baptist—that firebreathing preacher of repentance:  The one who called for the nation to repent:  Beheaded.

Then there is Jesus of Nazareth:  The Lord of the Sabbath.  The Bread of Life.  The Resurrection and the Life.   The people’s Messiah.  The healer, the Preacher, the Teacher:   They are going to TAKE HIM OUT.  They have him arrested.  We have him in custody.  We have silenced this upstart.  Then they falsely accused him, tortured him, mocked him and sent him off to the one who can put an end to this pretender once and for all: Governor Pilate.  They manipulated Pilate into condemning him, flogging him, and finally hanging Jesus on the cross.

The world has had its way.   The voice of Righteousness, the bread of life—superfood, the source of water that springs up to eternal life: silenced.   Rome: Triumphant.     The forces of hatred and intolerance:  Victorious.

The disciples:  We thought he was the one!     He had stood up for the poor, the sick, the outcast, the women, foreigners and even Samaritans.

He showed so much potential, with his miracles.  When he said he would give water which springs to eternal life, we believed him.

But now he has been humiliated.  He has been falsely accused.   The world has had its way with him.  Our hopes are dashed.    We thought right would win over wrong, but what were we thinking?  Who were we kidding?  The bread of life?  The source of living water?  Dead and gone.

The monied interests always win out.  The one who corrupts wins the day.
Military power, aligned with the conservative religious establishment, as always, puts the humble, the pure, the righteous and the idealist in their place.   Who are you kidding?

Satan thought he had won.
The powers of the world were convinced: We have won.  We have contained the threat to our religious hegemony.

Our hoped-for saviour has stopped breathing.  His side has been pierced, and separated blood and serum flowing out.

His body is taken down.  Darkness has covered the land.  His cold, lifeless body is splayed on the ground.   They drag it off to a cold and dark tomb.

But…  Then came Easter morning.   Very early, the women go out to put spices on the body, but the tomb has broken open and the Son of Man has been raise from the dead.        Romans 6:9-10  Death has no power over Jesus

Death, where is your sting   1 Cor 15:50-58

In Christ, we have the power of the resurrection in our life.
That’s a lot of power working in you!!!

The power of the resurrection of Jesus at work in our lives. That is some power!
Because of the resurrection of Jesus death loses.   Jesus gives us victory over death.

You will have a new body—an imperishable body.
Where, O death is your victory?  Where, O death is your sting? 

Lord’s Supper:

Usually, at LS, we focus on the death of Jesus, but today we focus on the resurrection.  Let’s go back to Romans 6:2-7.

In baptism, we participate in the death, burial and resurrection of Christ.

Like we read earlier, if Jesus was not raised, then you are still in your sins.   But he was!!!

Because of Christ’s resurrection, we can life a new life.
I needed new life!   My old life was corrupted.  I messed up.

The elements—the bread and wine remind us of his horrifying death.  But his death is not the end of the story is it?
Normally, the LS is a more somber ceremony, but not today.  It is a celebration of Jesus’ victory over death.

