Romans 5 & 6 Sermon    Fresno
Dead to Sin, Alive in Christ
Romans up to now.
Rom 1- 3:20  All have sinned—Jew and Gentile alike.  Being religious and being born in the right religion avail for nothing.  No one is righteous.  Not even one.  All are lost.

Romans 3:21-4:25    God’s judgment is fully justified. But God, in his mercy, has provided a way for justification and for salvation—through the atoning sacrifice of Jesus, and through our faith—Faith in what?  Specifically in that blood—that atoning sacrifice.

Ch 4  The faith of Abraham.  The righteous shall live by faith.  What kind of faith?  Like Abraham, faith that believes in God’s promises and acts on that belief.

Romans 5:1-11  Therefore…    Because of this…
The result of our faith in Jesus Christ.
v. 1 justified      aligned.  Just as if I’d never sinned.
v. 1 peace with God.   What is it like to be at war with God?
v. 2 access to God.  Access.  What a word!   A relationship with God in prayer.
v. 2 We will stand.   Confidence in our relationship with God.
v. 4-5 Hope   (meaning: confident faithful expectation about the future)

5:6-8  At just the right time…  The point is this:  Do you realize how fortunate and blessed we are?   How great and how amazing and how unwarranted is the grace of God!!!!    How much does God love us?  Jesus died for us while we were still living as his enemies.

What was your situation? v. 6  Helpless, hopeless, powerless.

At just the right time:
1. for us personally
2. Best time for Jesus to come.  First time in all history:
	World language
	World government
	World peace (pax Romana)
	At the crossroads of Europe, Africa and Asia
	If Jesus had some earlier or later, his impact would have been less.

5:9   We have been justified  and we will be saved.  Q:  Aren’t justified and saved the same?

No.  Justified has to do with the past.  Saved has to do with the future.  We are saved “already, but not yet.”

Romans 5:12-19   One of the most difficult passages in the entire Bible.
Adam and Jesus.    They are very similar and they are very different.

Romans 6-8:   Application of what we learned in Romans 1-5

6:1-4  That is great!   That is awesome.  That is so amazing.  God has saved us.  It is by grace, not works.  Great!  I have grace!  Freedom in Christ!  Yippee!!!!
Can I get an amen?

So, what is the application???   What does this mean about our lives now?

What is NOT the application?  We should not take advantage of God’s grace.   God forbid that interpretation!!!!

To paraphrase Paul.  You are out of your mind!!!!  Why?

v. 2  Why?  Because we are dead.   What do you mean dead, Paul?
What does it mean?   Dead to sin.      This is our lesson today.

Q: What are some characteristics of a dead person? Flatlined.  Unresponsive, unaffected, unavailable….   How does this apply to us and sin?

The point:  When we participate in the death of Jesus in baptism, we become dead to sin.  So….   We should act that way.

Q: What do “baptized into his death” (v. 3) and “we were buried with him” (v. 4)  mean?
It means that when we were baptized into his death, at that very moment his death officially pays the penalty that our sins had earned. 

Before that:  We were dead IN sin.
Now we are dead TO sin.

An aside:  Paul tells us that we were baptized “into Christ.”
Also in Gal 3:27  “All of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ.

The ONLY thing in the entire NT which is associated with “into Christ” is baptism. 
When we go into a building, that means that before this we were outside the building.  
Before we came into Christ in baptism we were outside of Christ.  We had not been clothed with Christ (Holy Spirit)

Baptism is the exact moment in time when we come into Christ, receive forgiveness of sins and the indwelling Holy Spirit.

OK.  Great.  What does that look like?  That is the point of this sermon, and it is the point of Romans 6.
  v. 4  We should live a new life.   Free of guilt, safe, filled with hope.

We are dead to sin.  Our old self was crucified in our baptism (v. 6) Sin no longer had dominion over us.   We are no longer slaves.

Application:  This is both a fait acompli a done deal, and it is a process.  It is already but not yet.  Because we have been freed, we are able to grow into what God has already declared us to be.

We will not stop sinning, but we will be free of the domination of/slavery to sin.  Sin is no longer in control.  It will not be our master (6:14).

Romans 6:5-14  Paul explains himself through if… then… statements.

Paul says (v. 5):  “If we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly also be united with him in a resurrection like his.”

Conversely, If we have not been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly also not be united with him in a resurrection like his.

Romans 6:8    If we died with Christ we will live with him.

Q: What if we have NOT died with Christ?
A: Then we will not live with Christ.

What does dead to sin, alive in Christ look like?
v. 4  We should live a new life.  Free of guilt, shame, safe, filled with hope.

v. 6  The old self crucified.  No longer slaves to sin.  Sin no longer has mastery over us.  
Romans 6:11  a great passage.  Count yourself dead to sin.
Q: Are we literally dead to sin?   Are we unaffected by/not tempted by sin?

Paul’s point seems to be this.  Let us strive to become what God already considers us to be.    We are already, but not yet.   Let us make strides—progress—in overcoming specific sins in our lives.  
Q: How is that going for you?

Romans 6:13  I have a question for us today?  What do you offer yourself to?   Your time, your attention, your energy, your focus, your emotions, your…..  

Q: What is the opposite of offering yourself to sin?    V. 13  Offer yourself to God.   (Rom 12:1-2  as living sacrifices, which is your spiritual worship)

 In view of the fact that we have died with Christ, let us offer ourselves to God!!!

Romans 6:15-23 more or less repeats v. 1-14.  Paul really wants us to get it.

The point here:  We are all slaves.   True, absolute freedom is not part of the human condition.   The question is this:  Whose slave are you?   (Richard Rogers:  Whose fool are you?)

6:19 is the key in this little section.  Who are you offering yourself to?

6:21  In the words of Mark Wilkinson.  “How is that working for you?”

6:23  What are wages?   The thing one earns for doing something.

The wages of sin are death?

Q: What is eternal life the “wage” of?   Answer:  There are none!  Jesus paid for that.

Conclusion:
At just the right time, Christ died for you.
You are justified, you have peace with God, open access to God, you will stand with God, and you have hope.

In baptism, you came into Christ and you died with Christ.

So, let us live a life consistent with that present reality.   Let us become what Christ has declared us to be.  Let us offer ourselves to righteousness.  Let us daily put behind sin and grow in holiness.

