Introduction to the Pastoral Epistles
1,2 Timothy and Titus
Author, occasion and date:
I. Author  The author is the apostle Paul.
Arguments against:  The level of “organization” of the church is too advanced for the mid-sixties of the first century, with its elders, deacons, and the order of widows.
But this argument is based, not on evidence, but on a lack of evidence.  The lack of evidence is not the evidence of lack.  This is a circular argument.
The language of the Pastoral  Epistles is very different from that of the other letters of Paul.
True (although I will not bore you with the specifics), but this is quite easily explained by the fact that these are personal letters to personal friends, versus formal letters to the churches.
These letters were written by Paul.  Just look at the extremely intimate nature of the writing, especially to Timothy.   “Timothy my true son.” (1 Tim 1:2) “Your grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice” (2 Tim 1:5)  Also the intimate and personal advice to Timothy to “drink a little wine” for the sake of his health (1 Tim 5:23)
Besides, Paul calls himself “the chief of sinners.” (1 Tim 1:15)  Would another author, writing in the name of Paul, have said this of him?  No way!
Enough on that.  In fact, one of the important teachings of Paul is that we should not spend a lot of time on “foolish controversies,” which are unprofitable and useless. (Titus 3:9) which would include unhelpful debates over the author of biblical books, all of which are inspired by God.
II.  Occasion:  The “occasion” of the pastoral epistles is that Paul is nearing the end of his life and he is greatly concerned to hand on the leadership of the churches he has planted and led to his right-hand man and most influential evangelist, Timothy.
This is why these letters are called “pastoral.”  A pastor is a shepherd.  A “pastor” of the church is one who is concerned with the health and safety of the church.
The other letters are largely evangelistic.  They lay out the gospel.  These letters are about what life in the church should look like.  
Example 2 Tim 2:1-5       The distinction is not hard and fast, but…
III Date
The letters are written between AD 65-67 after Paul’s release from his first imprisonment, but before his final execution in Rome.  Luke and Acts have been written.
IV.  Purpose
The purpose is pastoral—in other words it is to prepare Timothy to care for the churches Paul has planted and/or led.
Q: Do you want to see to the mental, emotional and spiritual health of the church?  Then study and apply the Pastoral Epistles.
BTW, at this time, Timothy was leading the church in Ephesus, which was the most important and influential of all the churches Paul planted.
V. Themes:
The life of the evangelist/minister.  Holy living
The work of the evangelist.
Opposing false teaching, controversies and divisiveness.
The raising up of leaders in the church.
1 Timothy
Theme verse:  1 Tim 3:15 (these instructions so that  “you will know how people ought to conduct themselves in God’s household (family), which is the church of the living God, the pillar and foundation of the truth.”
I Timothy was written before 2 Tim, which was written virtually on Paul’s death bed.  2 Tim is a good-bye letter from Paul to Timothy, so it is even more personal that 1 Tim.
The text
1 Tim 1:1-2  
Here we see how important Timothy was to Paul.  Paul—who had no family—thought of Timothy as his “true son.”
He met Timothy on his first missionary journey in Lystra. (Acts 14:8-21).
He may have still been a boy at that time.
He took him as a partner and missionary on the 2nd missionary journey. (Acts 16:1-3).  Timothy was probably in his late teens or, more likely, in his early 20s.
1 Tim 4:12  “Let no one look down on you because you are young.  So Timothy was probably still in his 30s in AD 65.   2nd missionary journey in Lystra AD 49  This is 16 years later.
2 Tim 1:5  His mother Eunice and his grandmother Lois were disciples.  His father was not!  He was a 1/2 – Jew, so Paul had him circumcised for the sake of the Jews.  (aside: as opposed to Titus who he refused to circumcise under different circumstances, when the Judaizer insisted he must Galations 2:3-5)
Timothy: Paul’s very closest companion  Read Barclay’s commentary p. 22.
1 Timothy 1:3-7   The problem here is “false doctrines,” but the ones which come from excessive stress on myths, conspiracy theories, genealogies and, most importantly, “controversial speculation.”
My guess: Unlike 2 Peter, where the false doctrines were heresy and salvation depended on the issue, here the problem was disagreement over less important matters, division, pride and lack of love.
Their controversies involved the OT and Judaism.  1. Genealogies (v. 4)  2. Arguments about the application of the law of Moses (v. 8)
[if time:  v. 8-11  The details of the Law of Moses are not a major issue for us.  The Law is there to convict the abject sinning non-Christian.  It is for the unrighteous/lawbreakers/rebels (v. 9), not for the righteous/disciple/Christian, so arguments about these laws are in the unimportant category.]
This is a big problem in today’s Christianity!!!  It is HUGE on the internet.
What about the Nephilim?  So what!   Have you read 1 Enoch?   Yawn…
Who wrote 2 John? When will Jesus come back?  Age of the earth?  Documentary hypothesis (J, E, D, P), 1 and 2  Isaiah,  The ending of Mark, 
Barclay:   Christianity is about experience, not speculation.
This kind of person is drawn to novelty.  The latest theory is always preferred over old-fashioned, boring things like the inspiration and infallibility of the Bible, the need for holy living and for faith.
This person hates old things, simply because they are old.
This person is trying to make Christianity logical, and they avoid the need for faith.  They exalt mind over heart.   More interested in what they can “prove” than in stepping out on faith to do great things for God.
More interested in discussion than in action.  You won’t catch this person sharing his/her faith, but arguing on line or in-person.
They tend to look down on the relatively simple-minded who do not “get” their fine arguments.   They scoff at the simple zeal of a young Christian.
1 Tim 1:6   Paul’s goal:  To produce love!    Speculation produces division and false doctrines.   The simple (yet deep) truth produces love!
v. 6 The opposite of love is “meaningless talk.”
v. 7  These people think that they are so smart.  They want to teach “the law,” but their lives do not match up their intellectual achievements.
Paul told Timothy to “Watch your life and doctrine closely (1 Tim 4:16).  These people give great attention to doctrine, and little to life.  The ironic result is that they end up with poor doctrine as well.  They do not know what they are talking about!!!
Ex: In SD we chose the youngest disciple to lead the singles ministry.  Why?  He was the most evangelistic, and the most spiritual!
So, let us please stick to the important matters of Christianity, such as faith, love, holiness, loving the lost and caring for the needy.  Let us avoid focusing in on controversies, speculation, conspiracy theories and the like!
Discussion questions:
1. Are you someone who tends to be attracted to controversies and interesting but relatively unimportant matters?
2. Do you have someone in the church to whom you are really close/a partner—somewhat like Paul and Timothy?
