Judges I
God’s Discipline and God’s Salvation
Themes of Judges
God’s discipline
God’s patience and mercy
Our need for a savior
God’s salvation
Our need for godly leadership

Theme passage:   Judges 21:25  In those days Israel had no king.  Everyone did as he saw fit.   Judges 17:6
Alternative theme passage:  Judges 5:2   When the princes of Israel take the lead, when the people willingly offer themselves—praise the Lord!

Setting:
Judges is the immediate follow-up to the Book of Joshua
God has done amazing things to save his people.
He saved his people from slavery in Egypt through messianic prefigure Moses.
1st generation were baptized into Moses
He saved his people—setting them in the Promised Land through messianic prefigure Joshua.  2nd generation were baptized into Joshua.  He gave them victory over the Canaanites, Hivites, Hittites, Jebusites, and Perizzites
So, now we are saved, now that we have received the promise, what will we do?  
Answer:  Behave very badly!
In Judges we learn a LOT about God—all of it good.
In Judges we learn a LOT about ourselves—nearly all of it bad.

The pattern:  
1. God’s people have sinned. They have rebelled. They have gone after false gods.
2. In love, God is disciplining them—bringing disaster (but not judgment) on them.
3. (for the nth time) The people cry out for help to God.
4. God sends a Savior/Judge/messianic prefigure to lead them and to save them.
5. Rinse and Repeat.

Actually, God already wrote a great summary of Judges in Ps 106:34-48.

Remember, as you go through Judges, we are looking at a physical picture of our own relationship with God.  There are many lessons for our own discipleship.   (the outline above is an example)
Like Paul said:  1 Cor 10:6-11  “Now these things occurred as examples to keep us from setting our hearts on evil things as they did.” 
These things happened to them as examples and were written down as warnings for us, on whom the culmination of the ages has come.   (also v. 12-13?)

Judges 1   A (boring?) list of the victories and defeats of the tribes, as they attempted to complete the taking of the land begun by Joshua.  But remember, “These things happened to them as examples…” Themes:

1. When the tribes worked together in unison, they always were victorious.  When they worked alone, they were often defeated.

2. Often they subdued peoples, but failed to obey the Lord’s command to totally destroy them.  Instead, they put the Canaanites, Jebusites and others to “forced labor,” but did not drive them out.  They justified this:  We need them to bring our firewood, and to do other manual labor.  This proved to be a stumbling block and a major disaster.
When we do not totally drive out the sins in our lives.  When we coexist with them or with the world, it will always come back to bite us.  We need to completely cut off the influence of the world.

Folks, we need to drive out the foreign influences in our lives.  What do you need to “totally destroy and drive out” of your life?   The entire book of Judges is evidence of the great need for this!

Judges 2:1-3   Do not make a covenant with these people.  Same thing!

2 Cor 6:14   Do not be unequally yoked with unbelievers.

Note 2 Cor 6:17   Come our from among them.

My author, Dale Davis comments:  “What began as tolerance became apostasy.  What seemed so reasonable proved lethal” to them.

v. 3  Pretty shocking  God purposefully did not drive them out in order to test them.
Repeated in Judges 3:1-6    v. 4 “They were left to test the Israelites.”   
What does this tell us about God?     Deut 8:2  to humble you and to test you.

Judges 2:6-9   v. 7  A key point in Judges!  The need for a godly leader.  Without one, entropy sets in.   The people devolve into chaos and sin.    (illustration: Atwater BT)

Judges 2:10-23    Judges in a nutshell…

v. 10  “the lack of experiential Christianity”   They knew about  the Lord, but they did not know the Lord.   They knew what the Lord had done, but they did not observe it first hand.   This is the natural progression.  Every generation needs to experience God anew.  They need to “Know” God.

Two needed things:
1. We need to remember the great things God has done.  Amnesia leads to apostasy.  God was always reminding the people of his great deeds.

2. We need to actively experience the same working in our lives as we live by faith.   That is the “experiential Christianity” aspect.
We come to know the Lord by doing what he says.  By acting in the world.  By getting out there and sharing our faith, serving the needy—by getting our hands dirty.

v. 11 The result:  They did evil in the eyes of the Lord.  Idolatry.  Us: Went after things other than God.   Possibly not inherently sinful things, but idols, nevertheless.

v. 14  So, what did God do?  Did he judge them?   No!!! In love, he disciplined them!     v. 15 Their efforts for God became fruitless.    Q: Is that what you want?

God’s plan A is loving discipline.  Plan B is loving discipline.  Plan C is loving discipline.

But…  Plan G is judgment!    For Israel, this came much later, but come it did!

Note v. 15  “As he had sworn to them”  Deut 28-29  Blessings and curses.  God is equally faithful to his promises of blessings as his promises of curses.    Our modern Christian world really misses this!

v. 15 b   A key passage.    “They were in great distress.”

Many times in Judges!!!   Judges 3:9      Judges 3:15 and many more.     This reminds me of Exodus 3:7-10   Exodus 2:24-25.
So, what did God do?
What God always does, when we cry out to him.  He sends a Savior.   Always!!! 
God has a hard side to him, but he has a very soft heart to hear our cries for mercy!

He sends Moses.  He sends Othniel, Ehud, Deborah, Jephthah, Shamgar, Ibzan, Abdon, Elon, Jair, Tola, Gideon and Samson.  He sends David.  He sends Joseph.  He sends Jesus of Nazareth.
v. 16, 18  God saved them.  He sent messianic prefigures—Major ones like Deborah, Gideon, Samson and Samuel, as well as minor ones.

Did they deserve this?  NO!!!!     Did you deserve salvation???  NO!!!

Why did God save Israel in Judges?  Because of his patience and mercy.

But here is the message for us.   Remember 1 Cor 10:6-13  Paul said  “Do not be like them.”  “Do not put Christ to the test.”
And, “If you think you stand, be careful that you do not fall.

This is the thing to avoid like the plague:   v. 17, 19    Do not be Lot’s wife.   Do not be Israel!  Do not return to Egypt!

That won’t be me.  I promise!     “If you think you stand…”

Reminds me of Hebrews.  Heb 4:6-7.

v. 20-23  Rinse and repeat.   But how many cycles will the Lord endure?

Example #1  Othniel.   A very short version.  We will be looking at Deborah, Gideon, Jephthah and Samson.

Judges 3:7-11   v. 7 Israel sinned.  They forgot God (did they literally forget God?  No!!!   They ignored him.

v. 8 God’s anger was aroused, so he disciplined them for 8 years.
What were they thinking for eight years?  Why did they not cry out sooner?
Because they did not want to admit where the fault lay!  They blamed it on their leaders.  They blamed it on the political situation.   They gave credit to Cushan-Rishathaim as a wise leader.

v. 9 Finally, after EIGHT YEARS, “they cried out to the Lord.

God raised up Othniel and he saved them.
How godly was Othniel?   DK.   But like Jesus at his baptism, (v. 10) “The Spirit of the Lord came on him.”
Othniel defeated Israel’s enemies, and they were saved for 40 years!

How did it go?  For the first 5 years they were really grateful!   For the next 5 years they were still fairly grateful, but began to forget how bad it was under Aram.   By the 20th year, they threw off nearly all restraint.  But God was patient, not wanting anyone to perish, but for all to come to repentance.  But finally after 40 years, rinse and repeat.

Summary:
We were in rebellion, sin and idolatry.
We cried out to God and he sent a Savior.  Jesus Christ.
But if you think you stand, be careful that you do not fall.
We need to remember the great deeds of God.
But we also need to be actively involved in the work of God so that we can actively know him.
