Judges III
Deborah: Savior of Israel
Themes of Judges
God’s discipline
God’s patience and mercy
Our need for a savior/God’s salvation
Our need for godly leadership

Theme passage:   Judges 21:25  In those days Israel had no king.  Everyone did as he saw fit.   Judges 17:6
Alternative theme passage:  Judges 5:2   When the princes of Israel take the lead, when the people willingly offer themselves—praise the Lord!

Setting:
Judges is the immediate follow-up to the Book of Joshua
God has done amazing things to save his people.
Through Moses he saved his people from slavery in Egypt 
Through Joshua he saved his people—setting them in the Promised Land.
He gave them victory over the Canaanites, Hivites, Hittites, Jebusites, and Perizzites
So, now we are saved, now that we have received the promise, what will we do?  
Answer:  Behave very badly!
In Judges we learn a LOT about God—all of it good.
In Judges we learn a LOT about ourselves—nearly all of it bad.

The pattern:  
1. God’s people have sinned. They have rebelled. They have gone after false gods.
2. In love, God is disciplining them—bringing disaster (but not judgment) on them.
3. (for the nth time) The people cry out for help to God.
4. God sends a Savior/Judge/messianic prefigure to lead them and to save them.
5. Rinse and Repeat.
Judges 1 
Often they subdued peoples, but failed to obey the Lord’s command to totally destroy them.  Instead, they put the Canaanites, Jebusites and others to “forced labor,” but did not drive them out.  
When we do not totally drive out the sins in our lives.  When we coexist with them or with the world, it will always come back to bite us.  We need to completely cut off the influence of the world.

Judges 2:10-23    Judges in a nutshell…

v. 10 They knew about  the Lord, but they did not know the Lord.   They knew what the Lord had done, but they did not observe it first hand.   Every generation needs to experience God anew.  They need to “Know” God.

Two needed things:
1. We need to remember the great things God has done.  Amnesia leads to apostasy.  God was always reminding the people of his great deeds.

2. We need to actively experience the same working in our lives as we live by faith.   That is the “experiential Christianity” aspect.
We come to know the Lord by doing what he says.  By acting in the world.  By getting out there and sharing our faith, serving the needy—by getting our hands dirty.

v. 14  So, what did God do?  Did he judge them?   No!!! In love, he disciplined them!     v. 15 Their efforts for God became fruitless.    

God’s plan A is loving discipline.  Plan B is loving discipline.  Plan C is loving discipline.

But…  Plan G is judgment!    For Israel, this came much later, but come it did!

v. 15 b   A key passage.    “They were in great distress.”

So, what did God do?
What God always does, when we cry out to him.  He sends a Savior.   
Did they deserve this?  NO!!!!     Did you deserve salvation???  NO!!!

Why did God save Israel in Judges?  Because of his patience and mercy.

Today:   Deborah: Savior of Israel.
We are looking at two of the “judges.”  Ehud and Deborah

Under Othniel:    How did it go?  For the first 5 years they were really grateful!   For the next 5 years they were still fairly grateful, but began to forget how bad it was under Aram.   By the 20th year, they threw off nearly all restraint.  But God was patient, not wanting anyone to perish, but for all to come to repentance.  But finally after 40 years….   God caused (not allowed… caused) Israel to suffer at the hands of the Moabites.

Judges 3:12-15  Rinse and Repeat.   v. 12 Again…  Without a strong, godly leader, the people fell into sin again.  
Do you sense the irritation in the writer, but also in God?

So what does God do?  He disciplines (not judges) his people.  He allows Eglon, king of the Moabites to take Jericho (what a blow to their pride!), and to control Israel.
v. 15    Again…    Israel cried out and God sent a savior/deliverer  Ehud.

Remember:  Israel either is or was you!

Judges 3:15-30    A great story.   But a shocking story from a Western, religious point of view.  From the point of view of comfortable people who have never lived in a state of violent oppression, under extreme, humiliating taxation, forced pagan worship and more.

Cool little details the Jews must have really enjoyed.  V. 15 Ehud is left-handed.
Paying annual tribute.
v. 16 Straps long dagger to his right thigh.      When frisking, they would check the left thigh  (demonstrate).
v. 17  Eglon a “very fat man.”
v. 19  I have a secret message for you.  Appeals to his pride.
v. 20  Here is the message:  God says stop oppressing my beloved people!

God says that to Satan, to Pharaoh, to pornography, to depression, to alcohol, to video games:  “Stop oppressing my beloved people!”

v. 21  The handle sank in after the blade.  To us: brutal.  To Israel: Cool!!!
v. 23  Leaving the blade behind, Ehud escapes from the upper floor.  Like a crime drama.
v. 25  Catch the humor here.  Eglon had some significant digestive issues.
v. 27  Ehud blows a trumpet and leads God’s people in victory over Moab.

And thus Israel was saved for 80 years.   The longest period of peace of the Judges period.
Ehud: Prefigure of the Messiah and Savior of Israel.

The message for us:  This may not be God’s preferred method, but in his loving response to our cries for mercy, God sends a savior.

Judges 4:1-3  Rinse and repeat.   This time it is Jabin, the Canaanite from Hazor—one of those whom Israel had failed to drive out of the land.  And Sisera, his general.
They had 900 iron chariots.     Canaan:  900    Israel:  0   Bad odds.  20 years of oppression.
Israel cried out for help.     Good idea!

Judges 4:4-   Deborah, a prophet.  She is the judge of Israel!!!   She is leading Israel (v. 4)

v. 5  Deborah is doing at Bethel in Ephraim what any “judge” did at that time—make legal and spiritual decisions for the people.

Deborah was not the only female prophet of Israel.  There was Huldah  2 Kings 22:14-20.  A contemporary of Jeremiah who pronounced judgment of Judah, but a delay of judgment because of righteous Josiah.

v. 6-7  God prophesies that now is the time he will come to save Israel.  As would be common, she turns to her chief general Barak to take bold action.  Take the lead!

v. 8  Barak does not trust God.  He trusts in God’s leader more than in God.  Result:  v.9  The honor will not go to you.

I remember a time like this in Milan, Italy.

God’s preference, apparently, is to use men to lead his people, but if the men will not stand up, God is happy to use a woman.
God has nothing at all against strong women being strong.  Look at Pricilla and Aquila.

v. 11 A tiny detail—important later.  Heber the Kenite (Jew) Heber stood aside—neutral in this fight.

v. 14  Has not God gone ahead of you?
Disciple in the MCC: Has not God gone ahead of you?
Jesseli, Kevin, Josh…   Has not God gone ahead of you?

Romans 8:31    If God is for us, who can be against us?

Let’s say this together:   If God is for us, who can be against us?

v. 15  So Israel routed Sisera.

By what means?   Judges 5:4, 21 A great rain flooded the Kishon River, and the chariots became useless.  God used a natural phenomenon, rather than a “miracle”    But this is still a miracle!!!!

When God says go, go!!!   By what means?   Just watch what God will do.

v. 21  Figuratively, Jael took out Satan/Sisera—our enslaver.   A woman, no less.  How humiliating.
v. 23  And Jabin, oppressor of God’s people was defeated and destroyed.

Like with Eglon, this is tough for us to accept—that God would use this means to save his people.
God is not promoting or praising this means.  Again, put yourself in the place of Israel—cruelly and violently oppressed by this evil idolatrous Jabin.

Deborah, Savior of Israel—prefigure of the Messiah.
Judges 5  The Song of Deborah   
Judges 5:2  When the princes (or princesses) of Israel take the lead and the people willingly offer themselves, praise God!!!
v. 7  Most of Israel held back, but…
v. 9  “My heart is with the willing volunteers among the people!!!

Blessings for those who joined in the battle.  No glory for those who, out of self-concern, held back.

Luke 14:18  I have bought a field and must see it.  Let us not be of those who hold back from the battle for men’s and women’s souls!

Praise God for Deborah and Jael, who, with God’s help, saved Israel from her oppressors.
Ephraim joined, as did Benjamin and Zebulun and Issachar.
But what about the Reubenites who stayed among the sheep pens and Asher who remained on the coast.  V. 23 Curse the people of Meroz who held back from the battle—who did not help the Lord.
24-27 And praise Deborah and Jael who heeded the Lord’s call.
28-30  Pathos.  Sisera’s mother waited for his return.
End:  May all who love you (and who take part in the battle to save souls) be like the sun, when it rises in its strength.
Lessons:    God wants to save those who, in their sin, cry out to him for salvation.
God call us to go out into the battle, and he needs strong, spiritual, godly leaders to lead his people.
God curses those who hold back from the battle, but he heaps praises on those who join in the battle to save souls.


