Judges IV
Gideon: God’s Warrior
Themes of Judges
God’s discipline
God’s patience and mercy
Our need for a savior/God’s salvation
Our need for godly leadership

Theme passage:   Judges 21:25  In those days Israel had no king.  Everyone did as he saw fit.   Judges 17:6
Alternative theme passage:  Judges 5:2   When the princes of Israel take the lead, when the people willingly offer themselves—praise the Lord!

The pattern:  
1. God’s people have sinned. They have rebelled. They have gone after false gods.
2. In love, God is disciplining them—bringing disaster (but not judgment) on them.
3. (for the nth time) The people cry out for help to God.
4. God sends a Savior/Judge/messianic prefigure to lead them and to save them.
5. Rinse and Repeat.

Last Week:   Deborah: Savior of Israel.
We looked at two of the “judges.”  Ehud and Deborah

Israel sinned, God disciplined them through the Moabites. They cried out to God for help, and God saved them through a means we comfortable 21st century Christians would not have chosen.  Ehud took out the corpulent Eglon and brought 80 years of peace.

Ehud: Prefigure of the Messiah and Savior of Israel.
But, when Ehud died, Israel returned to idolatry. Rinse and repeat. So God disciplined them, this time through Jabin the Canaanite and Sisera his general.
They had 900 Chariots.   900 to 0

No male leader came forward, so Deborah the prophet led/judged Israel.    

Deborah prophesied Israel’s salvation. Barak trusted Deborah more than God.
Deborah:  Has not God gone ahead of you?

God sent a massive storm and Sisera and Jabin were defeated as a flash flood on the Kishon River took out the chariots.

And then another bold, spiritual woman, Jael, took out Sisera by means we might not be comfortable with.   

Then Deborah sang her song.
Judges 5:2  When the princes (or princesses) of Israel take the lead and the people willingly offer themselves, praise God!!!

Deborah, prophet and judge, savior of Israel and prefigure of the Messiah.

This week:  Gideon: God’s Warrior

Judges 6:1-6  Rinse and repeat.   This time it is the Midianites.  First the Moabites from the East, then the Canaanites from the North.  Now the Midianites—nomadic “Arabs” from the South and East.

Midianites were raiders, not conquerors.    V. 4 “neither sheep nor cattle, nor donkeys…    “Like swarms of locusts.”    
Israel hiding in caves.  
v. 7  So Israel cried out.

Judges 6:7-10  An unnamed prophet.    I saved you.  I did amazing things for you.  I had only one basic request:  Deuteronomy 6:4  “Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one.  Love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your strength.”

v. 10 Do not worship other gods.     Was that too much to ask?

But that is us, is it not.  We, too, foolishly, worshipped other gods.  God was not enough for us.  Like Adam and Eve, we said, we want more!!!   Israel went after the gods of the Amorites, the Canaanites—the people they foolishly chose NOT to drive out of the Promised Land.

People never change.

So, God disciplined them and they cried out to the Lord, and God sent them the very flawed Savior/Judge, Gideon.  What a GREAT story!!!

Judges 6:11-18   Gideon the Abiezrite, son of Joash.  A very unlikely Savior.

Not exactlyl a bold leader.  Hiding out.  Threshing grain in a winepress.

I love Judges 6:12   “God is with you, mighty warrior.”

Gideon:  Who is he talking about.  Me?   
Janai:  God is with you, mighty warrior.
Michael: God is with you, mighty warrior.

Gideon:  Look around, God. v. 13  Where are all the wonders God did in Egypt?  God has abandoned us!

God: Well, yeah.   But I told you at Mt. Ebal about the curses if you turned to idols.  Did you forget?
Actually, this is not judgment, it is loving discipline!

Either way, “God is with you mighty warrior.”

v. 15  Gideon (us) Excuse me, God, but are you paying attention?  I am the weakest member of the weakest clan of Menasseh.

v. 14  God:  I know, but go in the strength you have!

v. 16    And… I will be with you.         He said this to Moses, to Joshua.

I will be with you.    Yeah, but…     I am with you.   Yeah, but you do not understand, God.  I am uneducated, I have no job, I am a poor public speaker, I am not very good looking, I have a lot of baggage….    

v. 17  Unfaithful Gideon (can you believe that he is God’s warrior?):  OK, but give me a sign.   (otherwise I will not take action)
Apparently, Gideon forgot Hebrews 11:1  (joke)  Faith is confidence in what we hope for, assurance of in things unseen.
People say:  God if you want me to do xxxx  open a door.  If you do not, close a door.

Genesis 15 Abraham believed God and it was credited to him as righteousness.    Romans 4  Abraham did not waver in unbelief.  This is not Gideon!

Judges 6:18b-30     God must be wondering at this point about his choice of Gideon!   But… graciously, God answers his request.
v. 21 the angel of the Lord touches the wet sacrifice, fire flares, the sacrifice is vaporized!

Gideon:  I have seen God.  I, like the sacrifice, am toast.    A scaredy cat.
A gracious God to Gideon (as to Joshua) Do not be afraid.

v. 25-26  Gideon finally takes action, and we can see why God chose Gideon.

If you want to be God’s warrior, step one is you need to passionately, zealously tear down the idols.
v. 27  He is still afraid of his family—that they will not support him.
Why?  It was his family’s idol!   

but let’s give him credit.  Again, Gideon an unlikely hero/warrior.

If you want to become God’s warrior, the battle may begin with your family.  Is that intimidating?

Baal was the chief god of the Canaanites.  The god of fertility and the storm god.
Asherah was the Canaanite Mother goddess, the “Queen of heaven.”

v. 28-30   The Abiezrites are furious.  And these are Jews!!!!
When we point out the idolatry of our lukewarm Christian friends, do not be surprised if you get some very strong push-back!  The religious world is not comfortable with our zeal.

Judges 6:31-32
v. 31  Very cool.  This is the same Joash whose Baal idol and Asherah pole Gideon had torn down and burned.  
When a godly leader takes the lead, some will get fired up!
v. 32  Gideon has a new nick-name:  Jerub Baal  Jerub = contend Let Baal contend.         

I hope they give me a nick name due to my zeal.  Jerub Sin?

Judges 6:33-40   v. 34  Gideon has become the next judge of Israel.  The Spirit of the Lord came on him.    Zealously leading God’s people!

Q:  What do you think about Gideon putting out a fleece?
v. 36 …as you have promised.
Do not put the Lord your God to the test.  Deut 6:16

This is not a good thing.  Do not put out a fleece.  Do not ask God for a sign of whether you should or should not do such-and-such.
Consult the Scripture.
Apply biblical principles.
Seek godly wisdom.
Pray to God for wisdom.
And decide!

The amazing thing is God’s patience with Gideon!!!

Summary:
God will discipline his people when they are unfaithful.
When we cry for help, God will send someone to save/lead us.
God will use some very unlikely people to do his will.
When God asks us to take action, he will be with us, and we should go with the strength we have.
