Judges V
Gideon: God’s Warrior Part II
Themes of Judges
God’s discipline
God’s patience and mercy
Our need for a savior/God’s salvation
Our need for godly leadership

Theme passage:   Judges 21:25  In those days Israel had no king.  Everyone did as he saw fit.   Judges 17:6
Alternative theme passage:  Judges 5:2   When the princes of Israel take the lead, when the people willingly offer themselves—praise the Lord!

The pattern:  
1. God’s people have sinned. They have rebelled. They have gone after false gods.
2. In love, God is disciplining them—bringing disaster (but not judgment) on them.
3. (for the nth time) The people cry out for help to God.
4. God sends a Savior/Judge/messianic prefigure to lead them and to save them.
5. Rinse and Repeat.

Last week:  Gideon: God’s Warrior Part I

Judges 6:1-6  After Deborah died, rinse and repeat.   Due to their idolatry, as loving discipline, God causes the Midianites to raid Israel 7 years. 

These Bedouin raiders were “Like swarms of locusts.”    
Israel in dire straits—hiding in caves in the hills and near starvation.  

v. 7  So Israel cried out.  And God, in his mercy, sent a Savior.

Judges 6:11-18   Gideon the Abiezrite, son of Joash.  A very unlikely Savior.  A flawed savior.
Not exactly a bold leader.  Hiding out.  Threshing grain in a winepress.

I love Judges 6:12   “God is with you, mighty warrior.”
Gideon:  Who, me?   

Gideon:  Look around, God. v. 13  Where are all the wonders God did in Egypt?  God has abandoned us!
God: Have you forgotten Mt. Ebal, when I pronounced curses on Israel if they go after idols?

v. 15  Gideon (us) Excuse me, God, but are you paying attention?  I am the weakest member of the weakest clan of Menasseh.
v. 14  God:  I know, but go in the strength you have!

v. 16    And… I will be with you.       

v. 17  Unfaithful Gideon (can you believe that he is God’s warrior?):  OK, but give me a sign.   (otherwise I will not take action)

Judges 6:18b-24     God must be wondering at this point about his choice of Gideon!   But… graciously, God answers his request.
Gideon prepares a sacrifice of a goat and unleavened bread, covered with water.  
v. 21 the angel of the Lord touches the wet sacrifice, fire flares, the sacrifice is vaporized!

Judges 6:25-32  Gideon finally takes action, and we can see why God chose Gideon.
He destroys the altar to Baal and cuts down the Asherah pole, offering sacrifice on an altar to YHWH, using the wood from the Asherah pole for the sacrifice!

The first step in becoming God’s warrior is to zealously destroy the idols in our lives!

v. 28-30   The Abiezrites are furious.  And these are Jews!!!!
When we point out the idolatry of our lukewarm Christian friends, do not be surprised if you get some very strong push-back! 

v. 31 Joash, father of Gideon, and owner of the idols:   “If Baal really is a god, he can defend himself when someone breaks down his altar.”

When a godly leader takes the lead, some will get fired up!

Judges 6:33-40   v. 34  Gideon has become the next judge of Israel.  The Spirit of the Lord came on him.    Zealously leading God’s people!

Now, Gideon is known as Jerub Baal   He who contends with Baal.  Let that be us!

V. 34 The Spirit of the Lord is now on Gideon, and he calls Manasseh, Asher, Zebulun and Naphtali to follow him and defeat the Midianites.  Gideon is now the Judge/leader and Savior of Israel.  A prefigure of the Messiah.

Judges 6:36-40  But, Gideon still has a ways to go. He demands a sign.
Judges 6:36   If you will save Israel through me, as you promised, put water in the fleece, but keep the ground dry!

God is amazingly patient and merciful with us as we grow in our faith.  Very encouraging.

Judges 7.   Gideon the godly leader.  Gideon has “arrived” as a faithful leader of God’s people.  Gideon is now a judge, a Savior of God’s people and a prefigure of the Messiah.

Judges 7:1-8  Contends-with-Baal takes the lead.  Messianic prefigure Gideon saves Israel.

First, let us go back to Judges 6:33-35   Manasseh, Asher, Zebulun and Naphtali come to the spring of Harod.
By the numbers:  Israel  32,000 soldiers.
Midian and Amalek:  “thick as locusts” (Judges 7:12)   135,000 soldiers (Judges 8:10)

Not good odds.

Like us:     25 disciples       them:   Merced population Spring, 2026 101,000
Merced County  296,000  

Not good odds.       But:  We do not have to “defeat” them all at once!   Just one at a time.  But, still, the odds are stacked against us.

What does God say to us?   “God is with you, mighty warrior.” (6:12)  And “Go in the strength you have.” (6:14)   And   “I will be with you.” (6:16)

God did NOT want Gideon or the Israelites to get prideful (like Nebuchadnezzar), so…  v. 3   Anyone who is fearful of the battle, go home!

Q: Would you be one of the ten thousand who stayed, or the 22,000 who left?

We need someone to move to Modesto.  We need someone to adapt their schedule so they can share at UC Merced?   We need someone to sacrifice financially through the special contribution to make things happen here in Merced.

Are you one of those faithful ones who say “I am with you.”?

v. 4  God:  135,000 vs  10,000  Odds are not unfavorable enough.  Maybe once in history 10,000 defeated 135,000.

Two groups:   the one-hand tongue-lappers   vs    the  kneelers who put their head down to drink.

Many preachers:   We should be like the tongue-lappers—always on the lookout for Satan’s schemes.

Questionable:   In this battle, Israel was never on the defensive.  Kneelers had no tactical advantage over lappers.
The point here is not the water-drinking methodology but it is that God is paring down the # of Israelites so that the victory can be His!  V. 2  The people with you are too many for me to give Midian into your hand, lest Israel (or Gideon) should glorify themselves.

Better interpretation:   God chose the 300 because there were only 300!

Judges 7:9-15    God has a two-fold plan.

1. Prepare a godly, spiritual leader, and bring together faithful disciples who will “willingly offer themselves” (Judges 5:2)

2. Having done that, he is not at all above offering them great encouragement. He intervenes to prepare the way.  He is going ahead of them.

v.10  Earlier they said they were not afraid, but 300:135,000   Just because we are among the faithful few, does not mean that we are never afraid.   Faith does not equal fearless.   Faith equals willing to believe and to act on that belief, in spite of our fears.

v. 12  A bit of hyperbole on the camels?  Probably.   But that is what it felt like, and that is the point.

v. 13  loaf of barley bread = Israel.  
v. 14   This can be nothing but YHWH
Judges 7:16-24 
v. 16-18  God’s/Gideon’s crazy plan!   Like Jericho   1. Smart  2. Requires faith
v. 17  Do exactly as I do.   Be willing to imitate your leader.
Having God go with us, having a great spiritual leader, having great faith does not eliminate the need for smart planning.    We need both!

Blow your trumpets, Smash your jars, Lift your torches and Shout!  For YHWH and for Gideon!!!

v. 21-22  both humorous and tragic!!!

v. 22-24  God gives them great victory!   He gave a dream which put thoughts of defeat in the minds of the Midianites
He gave them a plan which caused them to TOTALLY rely on him.
He spread confusion in the camp of Midian, and gave them a great victory.

Judges 8.    Praise for the faithful and judgment for the unfaithful.

Judges 8:1-7  Gideon humbly butters up the Ephraimites  V. 2  “What have I accomplished compared to you?”  (answer: a lot!)

8:4-7  The men of Sukkoth hold back.   They do not get on the bandwagon.  Faithless!!!

Gideon (v. 7) Just for that… I will tear your flesh with desert thorns and briers.”
Message:  We better not hold back from the battle for souls!!!   

V. 10-12  The entire army defeated and the last of the leaders captured and, later, killed.

v. 16   Gideon humbles the leaders of Sukkoth who refused them water and bread by “punishing them with desert thorns and briers.”

v. 28  The land had peace 40 years.

Not all awesome.  Gideon refused kingship (Judges 8:23), but Gideon had 70 sons and “many wives.”  His son Amimelek’s name means “my father is king.”
Abimelek turns out to be a total disaster…  Gideon is no perfect example of leadership.  Let us imitate his earlier faithfulness and be warned about his later inconsistencies.    Prefigures of the Messiah have one great difference from Jesus:  They were imperfect men and women.

v. 33  Rinse and repeat.

Summary:

God wants to save the people in Merced
He will use imperfect/flawed humans do it.
God says to us, “I am with you mighty warrior.”
And    “Go in the strength you have.”
But first, we must take radical action against the idols in our lives.
When we take bold action, and trust in God, not in ourselves. God can give us amazing victory and many will be won for Christ.
