Judges VI
Jephthah
Themes of Judges
God’s amazing patience and mercy.  
God’s discipline for our idolatry.    
Our need for a savior.  
Our need for godly leadership

Theme passage:  Judges 5:2   When the princes of Israel take the lead, when the people willingly offer themselves—praise the Lord!

The pattern:     (corporately or individually)
1. God’s people sinned. They have rebelled. They have gone after false gods.
2. In love, God disciplines them—bringing disaster (but not judgment).
3. (for the nth time) The people cry out for help to God.
4. God sends a Savior/Judge/messianic prefigure to lead them and to save.
5. Rinse and Repeat.

Last two weeks:  Gideon: God’s Warrior 

Judges 6:1-6 Due to their idolatry, as loving discipline, God causes the Midianites to raid Israel 7 years. 

v. 7  So Israel cried out.  And God, in his mercy, sent a Savior.

Judges 6:11-18   Gideon a very unlikely Savior.  A flawed savior.
Not exactly a bold leader.  Hiding out.  Threshing grain in a winepress.

But Judges 6:12   “God is with you, mighty warrior.”     Gideon:  Who, me?   

v. 15  Gideon (us) Excuse me, God, but are you paying attention?  I am the weakest member of the weakest clan of Menasseh.
v. 14  God:  I know, but go in the strength you have!
v. 16    And… I will be with you.       

v. 17  Unfaithful Gideon OK, but give me a sign.   
Judges 6:18b-24    Graciously, God answers his request.
Gideon prepares a sacrifice of a goat and unleavened bread, covered with water.  
v. 21 the angel of the Lord touches the wet sacrifice, fire flares, the sacrifice is vaporized!

Judges 6:25-32  Gideon finally takes action
He destroys the altar to Baal and cuts down the Asherah pole, offering sacrifice on an altar to YHWH, using the wood from the Asherah pole for the sacrifice!
The first step in becoming God’s warrior is to zealously destroy the idols in our lives!

Judges 6:36-40  But, Gideon still has a ways to go. He demands a sign.
Judges 6:36   If you will save Israel through me, as you promised, put water in the fleece, but keep the ground dry!

Judges 7.   Gideon transformed by God.  Gideon the faithful, godly leader.   The Holy Spirit is on him. Gideon is now a judge, a Savior of God’s people and a prefigure of the Messiah.

Judges 7:1-8  Contends-with-Baal takes the lead.  

By the numbers:  Israel  32,000 soldiers.  vs
Midian and Amalek:  “thick as locusts”  135,000 soldiers      Not good odds.
God did NOT want Gideon or the Israelites to get prideful  so…  v. 3   Anyone who is fearful of the battle, go home!

v. 4  God:  135,000 vs  10,000  Odds are not unfavorable enough. 

God chooses the tongue-lappers over those who bent the knee to drink.   Only 300 left!   No doubt who gave victory.

Judges 7:16-24 
v. 16-18  God’s/Gideon’s crazy plan!  1. Smart  2. Requires faith
The plan:

God puts doubt in the minds of the Midianites through a dream.
Gideon directs Blow your trumpets, Smash your jars, Lift your torches and Shout!  For YHWH and for Gideon!!!

v. 22-24  God spread confusion in the camp of Midian, and gave them a great victory.      Gideon, judge and prefigure of the Messiah saves Israel.

Judges 8:28  The land had peace 40 years.

PS  Gideon is human.  Messianic prefigures are different from Jesus in this way.   Gideon refused kingship (Judges 8:23), but Gideon had 70 sons and “many wives.”  His son Amimelek’s name means “my father is king.”

Judges 9
Gideon’s son Abimelek slaughters the 70 sons of Gideon to take all the power to himself.   Gideon a great warrior and leader, but, a very poor father.

Do not be like Gideon or Eli (1 Samuel 2  His sons were scoundrels) or David (Amnon rapes his ½-sister Tamar, Absolom rebels against David).

Men, let us take note of this.   Spirituality begins in the home.

Abimelek ruled for three years.  He spread violence and mayhem.  

Judges 9:52  Abimelek attempts to murder the residents of Thebez, locked in the city tower by burning them to death.  V. 53 But a woman dropped an upper millstone on his head and Abimelek died.   God judges Abimelek.

Judges 10:1-5   Tola and Jair, judges of Israel.

Judges 10:6-14   This is not merely rinse and repeat.  It is a downward spiral!   The time of enslavement is increasing (v. 8 for 18 years)  and, beginning with Jephthah, we no longer hear of times of peace under a wise ruler/judge

v. Who are these idols?
Baal, Astoreth   The chief gods of the Canaanites.  We already saw them!
But that is not all.  When one or two idols comes into our lives, three, four, five and six come in right along with them.

Aram worshipped Haddad—the god of thunder and fertility
Sidon worshipped Eshmun  a Phoenecian god of healing
Moab   worshipped Chemosh  and Ashtart (Venus)
Ammon  worshiped Milcom and Chemosh
Philistines  worshipped Dagon the “father of gods, and provider of prosperity, but also Moloch—the god to whom children were sacrificed in a fire.

Baal, Ashtoreth, Haddad, Eshmun, Chemosh, Ashtart, Milcom, Chemosh, Dagon and Moloch….  O My!  Lions and tigers and bears, O My!

v. 7  YHWH was angry at Israel’s idolatry, so he “sold” them into the hands of the Philistines.

We were sold into slavery to Satan, the “king of this world.”   John 12:31 “the ruler of this world,”  2 Cor 4:4, “the god of this world,”   Eph 2:2 “the ruler of the kingdom of the air.”
Would God do this?  Even to us?  Yes!   1 Cor 5:5  of a disciple guilty of repeated adultery in the church, “hand this man over to Satan for the destruction of the flesh, so that his spirit may be saved on the day of the Lord.  (and, BTW, in 2 Cor 2:6-8 this man has repented and Paul admonishes the Corinthians to “forgive and comfort him” and to “reaffirm your love for him.”    in v. 11  “We are not unaware of Satan’s schemes.”

First it was the Moabites   and Ehud saved them.
Then the Canaanites   and Deborah saved them.
Then the Midianites   and Gideon saved them.
v. 7  Now it is the Philistines in the West and the Ammonites in the East.

v. 8  They were shattered and crushed for 18 years.  It is taking longer for Israel to come to its senses!

v. 10  Finally, after 18 years, Israel cried out to the Lord.  Will he judge them this time?     He came this close…
Like us, if, after receiving the knowledge of the truth, having tasted the heavenly gift, we turn and live in deliberate and continual sin….
v. 11-14   YHWH says:  I am done with you.  I will no longer save you.   v. 14 let Chemosh or Molech or Baal or Ashtoreth save you!

Judges 10:15-18   A change in the pattern. The people start to turn from their idols on their own!   

They get more humble:  v. 15 “Do with us as you see best.”

Like in 2 Cor 7:11   The show evidence of “readiness to see justice done.”

Seemingly, on their own initiative, they show “eagerness” (2 Cor 7:11) got rid of the foreign gods among them and served the Lord.  (unlike with Gideon who had to do it himself).
They do some self-repenting this time.

This is sufficient for God to, in essence, change his mind and send them one more savior/judge/messianic prefigure.

Phew!

Judges 11:1-11        Unlike wimpy Gideon, Jephthah is already an accomplished “mighty warrior.”  v. 1  Jephthah does not have a pristine family background.  His mom was a prostitute.

He is powerful, Israel, including his own brothers, hesitates to appoint him military leader out of fear he will make himself king.

v. 3 So Jephthah driven away and fled to the land of Tob—east of the Jordan.  He gathers a game of disreputable “scoundrels.”

v. 4  But later, the Ammonites attacked Israel.   “Come, be our commander.”
v. 8  Save us and we will make you king.

Dale Davis:  Note the parallel between how Gileadites treats Jephthah and how Israel (we) treats God.      God!  I am in trouble.  Sorry about rebelling against you, but please come help me now!

v. 9  Will you really make me head/king?   v. 10  Oh yeah.  Just save us!
God to us:  OK Sure, but are you truly repenting?

Judges 11:12-28     (just tell this part?)
Jephthah to Ammon:  Why are you attacking us?
Ammon:  You took away our land, from the Arnon to the Jabbok River
(v. 26  that was 300 years ago, but…)
Jephthah:  Well, we spared Moab and Edom, but we did conquer Sihon and the Amorites, but not the Ammonites!   They were the ones who occupied the land from the Arnon to the Jabbok!  Not you!

What have we done to you?   Anyway, YHWH is more powerful that Chemosh.  V. 27  Let YHWH decide the dispute.
This feels a bit like childish banter.  It bounces off me and sticks to you!

Here is where it gets dicey!

Judges 11:29-35   v. 29 The Holy Spirit comes on Jephthah, judge and savior of Israel.

v. 30  Jephthah makes a foolish vow.   Trying to bargain with God.

Q: Have you ever bargained with God.  If you do xyz for me, then I will do abc for you?     A very bad idea.  If it is the right thing to do, then, like Nike said, just do it!

v. 31 Whatever comes out of the door of my house.   Jephthah was assuming it would be a lamb or a cow or a goat.

God, if you give good grades, or if you give me a girlfriend/boyfriend, or if you heal me of this disease…

v. 32-33   The big surprise is that a merciful and patient YHWH granted his request.   Not for his sake.  Not to validate his very bad theology, but for Israel’s sake.

Tom Brown skipped Friday devo, met a guy and he was baptized.
Xxxx  secretly went out with a non-Christian young lady, she came, studied and was baptized.  Later he married her.

v. 34.   Such bargains with God (which are really more like a bargain with the devil) may come back to bite you!

His only daughter!!!!       v. 35  I cannot break my vow.

Judges 11:36-40    Scholars debate the interpretation of “sacrificing” his daughter to YHWH.

v. 37    Not “I will die”  but  “I will never marry.”
v. 39   And she was a virgin  (not and she was his only child)

Israel has NEVER had a tradition of monks and nuns!   So, to them, this was a huge tragedy.
Conclusion:   Jephthah did not literally sacrifice his daughter as a burnt offering.  God would NEVER accept such a thing.  But he made a burnt offering, and he “gave” his daughter in celibate service to YHWH.

[Judges 12 Post Script   Jephthah has a thing with the Ephraimites.  There is the shibboleth/shibboleth episode at the Jordan River.]
Summary:
When we turn to idols from God, it leads to a downward spiral.  The best time to stop that spiral is before is starts, but if it starts, then stop it now.
There comes a point at which God will hand us over to Satan, as a sort of last-ditch effort to save us.

If we repent, he will send us a Jephthah, and will rescue us from Satan’s grip.  Amen. Praise the Lord.

Do not bargain with God.  If you know what is best, just do it!

