Judges VII
Samson: A Most Flawed Leader of God’s People
Themes of Judges
God’s amazing patience and mercy.  
God’s discipline for our idolatry.    
Our need for a savior.  
Our need for godly leadership

Theme passage:  Judges 5:2   When the princes of Israel take the lead, when the people willingly offer themselves—praise the Lord!

The pattern:     (corporately or individually)
1. God’s people sinned. They have rebelled. They have gone after false gods.
2. In love, God disciplines them—bringing disaster (but not judgment).
3. (for the nth time) The people cry out for help to God.
4. God sends a Savior/Judge/messianic prefigure to lead them and to save.
5. Rinse and Repeat.

Last Week:  Jephthah:  Judge and Savior of Israel and Prefigure of Christ.

Judges 10:6-14   This is not merely rinse and repeat.  It is a downward spiral!   The time of enslavement is increasing (v. 8 for 18 years)  and, beginning with Jephthah, we no longer hear of times of peace under a wise ruler/judge

Israel has sunk deeper into idolatry.   Baal and Ashtoreth, the Canaanite gods, but also 
Aram’s god Haddad—the god of thunder and fertility
Sidon god Eshmun  
Moab’s gods Chemosh  and Ashtart
And Ammon’s Milcom 
And the Philistines Dagon and Moloch—with its child sacrifices


v. 7  YHWH “sold” them into the hands of the Philistines.

Would God hand us over to the things we choose to worship?  Yes!

v. 10  Finally, after 18 years, Israel cried out to the Lord.  Will he judge them this time?     He came this close…
v. 11-14   YHWH says:  I am done with you.  I will no longer save you.   v. 14 let Chemosh or Molech or Baal or Ashtoreth save you!

Judges 10:15-18   A change in the pattern. 
They get more humble:  v. 15 “Do with us as you see best.”
On their own initiative, they show “eagerness” (2 Cor 7:11) got rid of the foreign gods among them and served the Lord.  

This is sufficient for God to, in essence, change his mind and send them one more savior/judge/messianic prefigure.

Judges 11:29-35   
v. 30  Jephthah makes a foolish vow.   If you give victory to us, whatever comes out the door of my home on return… Trying to bargain with God.

God, if you do ABC for me, I will do XYZ for you.

No, if you know the right thing to do, just do it!

Now:  Samson: A Very Flawed Savior of Israel

Remember, Ehud, Deborah, Gideon, Jephthah, Israel is going further into degradation and idolatry.  With Jephthah, God nearly said no!  I will not save!   Samson is near the end of this downward spiral.

God’s people are at their lowest point, and it is at this point that God sends a Savior, Samson, who is both the most flawed of the judges, but also the most clear picture of the Messiah.  (as Oscar began to point out a few weeks ago)

We will have to struggle with this.  Why would God to this?

But maybe that is the point…      At just the right time, when we were still sinners, Christ died for the ungodly (Rom 5:6)  At the nick of time, when we were at out spiritual bottom, when we needed him most, but deserved him least, Christ died for us.     When you were dead in your sins and, by nature, an object of wrath, God, who is rich in mercy, made us alive with Christ.  (Eph 2:1,3-5)      By the time we get to Judges 13, that was certainly the case!

For all appearances, Israel is dead in her sins.
Maybe that is the point of the entire book of Judges.

The text:   We start with a beautiful story!   Judges 13:1-12   Here we will begin to see Samson as a prefigure of Christ.

The story of Samson begins with a miraculous birth of a son who will be a Nazirite—devoted from birth—and he will save Israel.

Manoah’s wife is barren—parallel to Elizabeth and Zechariah.   The theme of barren women giving birth to a son is ubiquitous:    Sara (Isaac), Rebekkah (Jacob), Rachel (Benjamin, Joseph), Hannah (Samson, right after this event), Elizabeth (JTB).

We, too, were barren and fruitless, but miraculously, God gave us many children.   God delights in respond to the lonely, the despondent, and to the childless…

God delights in bringing salvation to hopeless situations in which we are completely hopeless and helpless.   God says:  Perfect!

v. 5 (Like Jesus) “He will take the lead in delivering Israel from the hands of the Philistines.   GREAT parallels to Mary.  You will give birth to a son, who will be Savior.  “The Lord will give him the throne of his father David, and he will reign over Jacob’s descendants forever.”  (Luke 1:33)

Another parallel:   Samson is to be a Nazirite from birth.  Actually even before birth… as Manoah’s wife also must avoid grapes.   v. 4-5    A Nazirite.  Devoted, from birth, to the Lord.     (the details:  No product of the vine at all, ever, and no cutting of the hair)

Parallel:  Samson is a Nazirite.   Jesus is a Nazarite/Nazarene.  nezer/neser means both “dedicated one” and “Branch.”

Jesus is to be the branch.     Isaiah 11:1-3   Jer 23:5  Zech 3:8    Jesus lived in Branchville/Nazareth.

v. 11  Manoah, the man of the house, wants to hear it from the angel.  No!  I told your wife.  Ask her!

Another parallel with Christ is in Judges 13:17-25    v. 18  My name is “Wonderful.”     The angel, like Jesus, ascended from the altar to heaven.

v. 24   The Spirit of the Lord began to stir in him.     He is becoming a judge at an early age.
A beautiful start to a rather ugly story.

Judges 14:1-4
Samson went down to Timnah…      a young (and dare I add beautiful?) Philistine woman.

Samson’s weakness:   Lust!   He could not control his sexual desire.  He loved beautiful women—all of them!       
And wanderlust.   God gives us boundaries.  Samson wants to cross them.

A Philistine woman.    Samson:  So what!   You’re being legalistic.
Us:  A beautiful girl or an attractive guy who is not a disciple.   Suddenly our standard for a disciple collapses.

v. 2   Get her for me as my wife.       Manoah and his wife, spiritual as they were, were enablers of Samson’s unbridled lust.  Let that never be us!

How does this make him a candidate to be a prefigure of Jesus?  We marvel at this.

v. 4    This is so fascinating.  This is from the Lord, who was seeking an occasion to confront the Philistines.   God is behind this!
God moves in surprising ways.    
God is able to use, even our sins and our foolish decisions to his own unknown ends.
Does that mean it is OK for us to imitate Manoah (or Samson)?  No!!!

Tell the rest of the story.   Samson is going to Timnah.  He spots a lion.  The Holy Spirit (not his long hair) empowers him and he slays the lion with his bare hands  (a parallel to David, another messianic prefigure, as Jesus is the good Shepherd).

Months later, Samson finds the carcass with honeybees in it.  He tells an completely unsolvable riddle (sweeter than honey, smarter than a lion) to the Philistines on a bet.

Samson’s wife:   Tell me.  If you really love me, tell me.   He does, she immediately tells her Philistine friends.

The Spirit comes on Samson, he strikes down 30 Philistine men and takes their clothes.    God begins to save Israel through Samson.

Judges 15   More of the same.   Samson returns to Timnah to take his rightful wife, but she has been given to another.

Again, God uses this unholy situation to begin to save Israel.  An angry Samson catches 300 foxes, ties torches to their tails, and burns up the ready to harvest fields of the Philistines.

Then the Philistine army invades Judah.  Give us Samson or we will take your land.   Judah:  Sure, take Samson.   V. 12  We have come to tie you up and hand you over.

Pilate: Who do you want, Barabbas or Jesus your king.   Judah:  Give us Barabbas, you can kill our Savior.   So, the hand Samson/Jesus over to be killed by the Philistines.       Like Jesus.  The Jews do not kill him but hand him over.

Note Samson’s response.  Go ahead.  Hand me over.  Samson willingly allows himself to be betrayed into the hands of the Philistines!  Just as Jesus was led like a lamb to the slaughter, and did not open his mouth.

Again, God uses this to save Israel!!!

Samson breaks his bonds, and with the jawbone of a donkey, he struck down 1000 men.       Jesus breaks out of the tomb, and what happened to that Roman guard???

Judges 16   More of the same.    Judges 16:1-2

But Samson saves Israel again.  Like the Terminator, like Rambo, like ???    Samson tears the city gate off its iron hinges and carries it to the top of the hill that faces Hebron.       Again, this is not because of his long hair, but because of the Holy Spirit.

Judges 16:4-5   Again…   Samson and Delilah.  Will Samson ever learn?  He is attracted to the controversial.  He kicks against the boundaries.  He hates to be restrained (ironic).

You know the story.    Delilah agrees to hand her husband Samson to the Philistines.  Like Judas, she does so for “silver.”  (v. 5)  Three times, she begs him to share his secret.  Three times, testing his wife, Samson tricks Delilah  (seven fresh bowstrings, new ropes, weave my hair in seven braids)

Judges 16:15-17     What a fool!

But, like Oscar pointed out, Samson is Israel, and Samson is you and me.
Samson, Israel, You and me:
Chosen by God
Set apart by God
Blessed by God
Empowered by God
Compromised, sinned, integrated with the world/pagans/idolatry
Blind, proud
Disciplined by God, and, ultimately, judged by God.

Philistines come “with silver in their hands” (16:18)

Samson bound, blinded, mocked (v. 25)  Bring him out to entertain us.

Judges 16:27-31  But, in the end, Samson stretched out his arms, and willingly sacrificed himself, and saved Israel   

Post Script    Judges 17-21   Further degradation, further discipline, and even judgment.   Micah makes idols.  Judges 17:6  In those days, Israel had no king; everyone did as they saw fit.
Dan win a battle, but use the idols for their worship.
A Sodom-like event happens in Benjamin, a woman is gang-raped, her body is divided and sent around Israel.  All the tribes unite (for the first time in MANY years, they destroy Benjamin—nearly the entire tribe.  God finds wives for the tiny remnant of Benjamin, so that their tribe is not entirely eliminated.   21:25  “In those days, Israel had no king; everyone did as they saw fit.”

Summary:
Like Israel, you were “still sinners”   You were “dead in your sin” We had pursued many idols, and become defiled.  But God sent a deliverer.  For them it was Samson, and for us it is Jesus.

Samson a very flawed Savior, but observe the parallels:

Miraculous birth.
Marked before birth to save Israel.
Dedicated to the Lord from birth.    
A Nazarite which means dedicated, but also branch, as Jesus is the branch of Jesse.
The angel called Wonderful ascends to heaven
Empowered by the Holy Spirit.
Saves Israel (obviously)
Betrayed by his brothers.
Willingly gave himself to his killers
Sold for pieces of silver, mocked, tortured
Voluntarily gave his life, as he stretched out his arms, and saved Israel.
