Ruth II: Hesed  Covenant Love
Ruth is set in the time of the Judges.
It is such a beautiful story.  It involves regular folks doing regular things. There is tragedy. There is joy.  We can relate to the people in this story more than in Joshua and Judges. There are no miracles, no flashy events like in Joshua and Judges.  Yet, we see God’s providence.
It is set at a pivotal point in Salvation History.   The story of God’s plan to save us.  It begins with Abraham—the man of faith, Isaac and Jacob.  It goes through David, but before that, it passes through Ruth, Boaz, Obed and Jesse.  Finally, it ends up back in Bethlehem, with the birth, the life, the ministry, the death and the resurrection of Jesus.
Ruth is in the lineage, not only of David, but of the Son of David: Jesus. Jer 23:5 a branch of David  
Themes/Stories in Ruth
1. The inspiring relationship between Ruth and Naomi and also that of Boaz/Ruth.    It is about hesed     covenantal, reciprocal, loyal, faithful love.  
2. Salvation History: The story of God’s plan for the Redemption of both Jew and Gentile.
3. Messianic foreshadows:   Boaz as Kinsman Redeemer
4. God loves the Gentile/Foreigner/Outcast
Theme verse in Ruth   Ruth 1:16-17   hesed   Arguably, the most beautiful relationship in the entire Hebrew Bible is the story of the relationship between a Jew and a Gentile.  
Ruth Ch 1   The tragic life of Naomi who, in a foreign land, lost her husband and, later, her two sons Mahlon (sickly) and Chilion (puny).  She is alone, vulnerable and bereft.
She is the Prodigal Daughter, who followed her husband to a far off, foreign land, where she gave up her unique nature as a child of Israel, and stayed among foreigners. 
Naomi has two daughters-in-law, Orpah and Ruth.  But they are pagans/Moabitesses.   Worshippers of Chemosh.
Naomi has no money, no family, no conceivable means to support herself.   She was a stranger in a strange land.
So, in desperation, like the Prodigal Son, she starts for home.  Surely by now her family property has been sold and occupied by new tenants.  She has nothing there.
She is a desperate woman, in deepest, unimaginable mourning.
God says:  Perfect.  Here is a place I can work and do great things!
God is at work!!!   To save the Jews and to save us!!!   Salvation history rolls on.
Twice she begs Orpah and Ruth:  Go home.   I have nothing to offer you.  Go back to your families and to Chemosh where you can find husbands and make a life for yourself.  Do not further burden me as I cannot provide for you.
One thing for sure, they will find no home in Israel!!!  
v. 14 Orpah does what any of us would have done.  She returns home.
But not Ruth!   Incredibly, Ruth has more faith in YHWH than her mother Naomi.  
v. 15  For the third time, Naomi pleads with her.  Do not increase my grief, please go to your family and to your god.
v. 16-17  Our theme verse in Ruth.
What a picture of love and loyalty.  This is the picture of hesed.  Of that loyal love which is so much a theme in the entire OT.  Hesed – loyal, faithful, covenantal, reciprocal love.
Ruth forsakes her pagan/idolatrous background and identifies herself with YHWH.  
Where you die, I will die.  Your hope will be my hope.  
v. 18  Naomi finally gives in.
Naomi and Ruth arrive in Bethlehem. Despite the hesed/love of Ruth, Naomi is bitter.  Bitter toward whom?  YHWH.   God has opposed me at every point.  
She says, no longer call me Naomi (delight, sweetnes).  No.  Call me Mara (bitterness) 
v. 22  A dramatic foreshadow.   She arrived at barley harvest-time.
God is working great miracles behind the scene.
Ruth II   Hesed  Covenant Love.
Ruth 2:1  Meet Boaz.  Ruth is the principal figure in the Book of Ruth.  In this story, we are Ruth.  But Boaz, not Ruth, is the hero of this story. Boaz is the redeemer.  Boaz is the messianic prefigure.   Boaz is a kinsman, not of Naomi or Ruth (obviously), but of Elimelek.  Boaz means strength.  Boaz is a man of wealth and standing from the clan of Elimelek.  He is probably Elimelek’s cousin, and NOT the closest male relative of Naomi.
Boaz, as we will see, is a type/prefigure of the Messiah.  He plays a prophetic role in Salvation History—the story of God’s plan to redeem both Jew and Gentile.   He is Naomi’s and Ruth’s Kinsman-Redeemer.
The principle language of salvation in the Old Testament is redemption, rather than justification Romans 3:23-26.
To be justified with God is to be aligned with Him.  It is to be right/righteous. It is to be holy.  It is to be found not guilty. 
When we are saved, we are justified, but we are also redeemed.
To be redeemed is to be bought back.  It is to be returned to a relationship.
We were sold as slaves.  We were left behind in a pawn shop.    But in Christ we were redeemed.  We were bought at a great price.
Justification is more of a legal term.  Redemption is more of a relational term.
In Christ we have both!
What is the kinsman-redeemer about?    Actually, two related things, both of which are relevant to Ruth!
A.  Leviticus 25:23-28 (55)   Redemption of the land.   Remember: The Promised Land is a foreshadow of heaven.   
v. 23  The land must not be sold permanently.  What a strange custom!
God’s intention was for his people to possess the land forever.    That is his intention for us!      God: You are my adopted children.  Romans 8:16-17
v. 24  Redeem the land (strange to us)
v. 25  The nearest relative is to come and redeem what was sold.
And thus Boaz, Ruth’s kinsman-redeemer.
We have been sold to Satan, but God intends to buy us back!
v. 28  But even if there is no one to buy the land, then it returns to them in the Year of Jubilee (every 50th year)
God assures our redemption.
B. Deuteronomy 25:5-9 Redemption of the family line.  This will come up in Ruth 4.    Levirate Marriage (not in Levi!)
This is an even stranger law, to us!
If a man dies without a son, her husband’s brother must marry her.  A kinsman-redeemer.
The firstborn son from the brother will be the son of (heir of) the first husband.
God wants us to have an enduring/eternal inheritance in heaven.
A law to protect 1. women, and to protect 2. the family line and the inheritance.
Also a  law which led to David and, to the second David: Jesus!
But, there is a third surprising provision in the Law of Moses which is relevant to Ruth 2!
C.  Ruth 2:2-4  Leviticus 19:9-10   (also Leviticus 23:22)  A third provision from God is relevant in Ruth.  
When you reap the harvest of your land, do not reap to the very edges, or gather the gleanings of your harvest.  Leave them for the poor and the foreigner.
This law is there to protect the poor and the foreigner.  Ruth is both!!!
Spiritually, YOU were both!    God has made provision for you!
Ruth 2:2-4    v. 2  Knowing this, Ruth asks Naomi for permission to glean, as they had, fortuitously, “arrived in Bethlehem as the barley harvest was beginning.”
You have arrived in Merced as the barley harvest is beginning, and Merced is full of spiritually poor aliens to God’s kingdom!
Here, Ruth takes a great risk of her safety, ostracism and perhaps sexual abuse, and perhaps even her life in order to help Naomi. Ruth is showing hesed.  To act with covenant loyalty to one another or to God involves risk to oneself.
v. 3   “As it turned out.”   The story-teller is doing a wonderful job here, as he/she knows that we know what is going on here!  God’s providence.   God’s predestination.  God’s predestination ALWAYS has to do with his work of salvation.     (Romans 9 if we had time.  God hardened Pharaoh’s heart, he moved Judas to betray Jesus for exactly 30 pieces of silver, and he caused Ruth to wander into Boaz’s field)
If Ruth had not, “by chance” chosen the field of Boaz, then Jesus would not have been born in Bethlehem.  This is a key moment in salvation history!  How dramatic!!!   And people barely notice the book of Ruth!
Why this field?  IDK  Maybe Ruth and Naomi prayed about it that morning.  God does not drop notes from the sky, but for those who do not quench the Spirit, he finds ways to work providentially.
v. 4 “Just then.”      Romans 5:6  At just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly (the poor, the stranger/foreigner).
Ruth 2:5-10    v. 5  Whose is this young woman.   My thought:  She was quite beautiful, and had the look of a humble person of strong character.
v. 6  His overseer gives Boaz the bad news:  She is a Moabitess.
v. 6  A bold request.  Let me gather, not just from the remaining grain, but from the sheaves behind the harvesters.
Jewish harvesting method:  The men cut the grain with their scythes.
The women came behind  the harvesters, and gathered the grain into sheaves to be collected and carried off to be threshed and stored.
A sheaf is a “gathered bundle of reaped cereal crops.”
Then, and only then, did the poor and foreigners come into the field to glean.
Ruth, the Moabitess, was asking for a very special favor—to follow the men before the women have gathered the sheaves.  She has been waiting here from morning until now for permission to do follow the men.
Here we see Ruth acting like Esther when she, too, boldly requested of Artaxerxes, risking rejection or even death.  Again, we see hesed.
v. 8-9  I, your kinsman-redeemer will give you bread and will give you water.
Jesus: I am the bread of life.  
John 7:37  “Let anyone who is thirsty come to me and drink.  Whoever believes in me, as Scripture has said, rivers of living water will flow from within them.” 
v. 10  And we disciples ask in amazement of God:  Why have we found such favor in your eyes that you notice us—that you have loved us, sinners and outcasts as we are?
Ruth: Why have you recognized the unrecognizable?  Why have you favored the unfavorable?
We will stop our story there, with great anticipation of what the future holds.
So far we have learned that God wants to give us life and life to the full, but Jesus (Boaz) has even more blessings in mind for Ruth (us).
Summary:
When we practice hesed—covenant loyalty and love, then God can, and will turn tragedy into blessing.  “Bitter hopelessness can become the beginning of a surprising good.” (Robert Hubbard).
















Ruth 2:11   Boaz attracted to Ruth because of her hesed to Naomi.  That is why she has found favor in his eyes.   
2:14 Boaz is now treating Ruth as a part of his household.   HE served HER!
Astonishing!  But Jesus does the same, does he not?
2:16  Boaz goes beyond even the bold request of Ruth.  “Beyond all we ask or even imagine.”  Eph 3:20
Boaz might not recognize it, but we do.  He is falling in love with Ruth.
Meanwhile, Naomi has been waiting in a combination of fear and eager anticipation.  How is it going with Ruth?
v. 18  Ruth, characteristically, had been thinking about Naomi, and put aside extra for her! Hesed.  Naomi is awestruck at her reversal of fortune!
Ruth 2:20  Naomi praises Boaz for showing hesed to her and Ruth.
Robert Hubbard:  “The narrator holds [Naomi, Ruth and Boaz] up as ideal role models of living by hesed.”
v. 20  First use of the term goel  kinsman-redeemer.m

In Ch 1, Orpah is not criticized for returning to Moab. She does what is logical, expected, normal.  But Ruth is praised for living by covenant-loyalty.  She does the unexpected, the extraordinary.  She is our model.
Another example.  Ruth does not look for a young, handsome, exciting husband.  She seeks a husband who will meet the needs of Naomi.  Again, she is practicing hesed. 
Ruth 3:8-9  Marriage to a kinsman-redeemer  go-el
3:10   Boaz:  You have chosen hesed.  You could have married for love (poor) or for money (rich), but you chose to be loyal to family instead.
You (disciple) should do the same—marrying within the church.
3:12  a big narrative surprise!  An unexpected turn.
Boaz defends her, both from danger in the middle of the night, and from shame at being seen in the morning, which would ruin everything. They might be accused of going around the goel law.  She leaves at the break of dawn.
Boaz relies on God’s providence, rather than his own manipulations.
3:16 Lit “Who are you”  In other words:  Are you now engaged, as I had hoped?
Let us share Ruth’s and Naomi’s happiness at the surprising turnaround, considering Ruth Ch. 1.  Hesed has produced great blessings.  But there is still tension, is there not?
Ch 4  The primary kinsman-redeemer, like Orpah earlier, does what is expected, “logical.”  But Boaz exhibits hesed when he takes on both Naomi and Ruth—both impoverished widows, and one of them even a Gentile.  And God rewards him greatly as, through him, the entire world has been blessed.
Ruth 4:13  Ruth has gone from a Moabite daughter-in-law (1:22) to a maidservant (2:13)  to a marriable female (3:9) to a woman (4:11) to a wife (4:13)
