Ruth III  An Unusual Proposal
Themes/Stories in Ruth
1. The inspiring relationship between Ruth and Naomi and also that of Boaz/Ruth.    It is about hesed     covenantal, reciprocal, loyal, faithful love.  
2. Salvation History: The story of God’s plan for the Redemption of both Jew and Gentile.  It begins with Abraham, goes through Isaac, Jacob, through David to the “branch” of David, Jesus.  But it passes through Boaz and Ruth, to Obed, Jesse and then, David.
3. Messianic foreshadows:   Boaz as Kinsman Redeemer
4. God loves the Gentile/Foreigner/Outcast
Theme verse in Ruth   Ruth 1:16-17   hesed   Arguably, the most beautiful relationship in the entire Hebrew Bible is the story of the relationship between a Jew and a Gentile.  
Ruth Ch 1   The tragic life of Naomi who, in a foreign land, lost her husband and, later, her two sons She is alone, vulnerable and bereft.
She is the Prodigal Daughter, who followed her husband to a far off, foreign land, where she gave up her unique nature as a child of Israel, and stayed among foreigners. 
Naomi has two Moabitess daughters-in-law, Orpah and Ruth.  
So, in desperation, like the Prodigal Son, she starts for home.  She has lost her place in Israel, and is in deepest, unimaginable mourning.
God says:  Perfect.  Here is a place I can work and do great things!
Twice she begs Orpah and Ruth:  Go home.   I have nothing to offer you.  Go back to your families where you can find husbands and make a life for yourself. 
v. 14 Orpah does what any of us would have done.  She returns home.
But not Ruth!   Incredibly, Ruth has more faith in YHWH than her mother Naomi.  
v. 16-17  Our theme verse in Ruth.
This is the picture of hesed.  Of that loyal love which is so much a theme in the entire OT.  Hesed – loyal, faithful, covenantal, reciprocal love.
Ruth forsakes her pagan/idolatrous background and identifies herself with YHWH.  
Naomi says, no longer call me Naomi (delight, sweetnes).  No.  Call me Mara (bitterness) 
v. 22  A dramatic foreshadow.   She arrived at barley harvest-time.
Ruth II   Meet Boaz.  Ruth is the principal figure in the Book of Ruth.  In this story, we are Ruth.  But Boaz is the hero of this story. He is the messianic prefigure.   He is the kinsman-redeemer, not only of the Jews (Naomi) but also of the Gentiles (Ruth)
A.  Boaz (and Jesus) redeems the land Leviticus 25:23-28 (55)   The Promised Land is a foreshadow of heaven.   
God’s intention was for his people to possess the land forever.    That is his intention for us!      We have been sold to Satan, but God intends to buy us back!
B. Boaz (and Jesus) redeems the family inheritance. Deuteronomy 25:5-9 
If a man dies without a son, her husband’s brother must marry her.  A kinsman-redeemer.
God wants us to have an enduring/eternal inheritance in heaven.
C.  God provides for the foreigner, and the poor.  Leviticus 19:9-10   
When you reap the harvest of your land, do gather the gleanings of your harvest.  Leave them for the poor and the foreigner.
This law is there to protect the poor and the foreigner.  Ruth is both!!!
Ruth 2:2-4    v. 2  Knowing this, Ruth boldly, out of hesed, risks her safety to ask Naomi for permission to glean.
v. 3   “As it turned out.”  She just happened to end up in Boaz’ fields. God’s providence.    v. 4 “Just then.”  Boaz arrives.    
Ruth 2:5-10    
v. 8-9  I, your kinsman-redeemer will give you bread and will give you water.
Jesus: I am the bread of life.   Anyone who comes to me, springs of living water…
Ruth III   An Unusual Proposal
Ruth 2:11-16   Boaz attracted to Ruth because of her hesed to Naomi.  That is why she has found favor in his eyes.   
v. 11 Jesus says to us:  I know how you left your father and mother and your homeland and came to live with God’s family.  Mark 10:28-30.
v. 12 Boaz’ prayer:  May you come under God’s “wings”/protection.
Like Boaz, Jesus says to us: “May the Lord repay you and richly reward you” 100-fold for what you have done.
2:14 Boaz is now treating Ruth as a part of his household.   HE served HER!
Astonishing!  But Jesus does the same, does he not?
Great symbolism:  Have some bread and wine.
2:16  Boaz goes beyond even the bold request of Ruth.  Pull out some grain even before you gather it into sheaves.   “Beyond all we ask or even imagine.”  Eph 3:20.
Ruth 2:17-23   Meanwhile, Naomi has been waiting in a combination of fear and eager anticipation.  How is it going with Ruth?
v. 18  Ruth, characteristically, had been thinking about Naomi, and put aside extra for her! Hesed.  Naomi is awestruck at her reversal of fortune!
Ruth 2:20  Naomi praises Boaz for showing hesed to her and to Ruth.
Robert Hubbard:  “The narrator holds [Naomi, Ruth and Boaz] up as ideal role models of living by hesed.”
v. 20  First use of the term goel  kinsman-redeemer.
v. 20  Here we see what I had said earlier, that Ruth was going out and gleaning at great personal risk as a vulnerable, impoverished, young, beautiful Moabitess
Ruth 3:1-18
Remember:  All this is happening in Bethlehem.  It is a major event in salvation history.  This story of ordinary people who show hesed—covenant loyalty to God and to one another.
v. 1  Naomi showing hesed to Ruth.  I want to take care of you, as you have taken care of me.
Go, show yourself to Boaz and offer yourself in marriage to him.
Naomi has chosen her timing carefully.   The threshing floor would be on the top of a hill where there will be a breeze to help blow away the chaff.  It is a flat place with very hard-packed soil for the threshing.  It is a very public place, not a place for an indiscrete encounter where, in principle, Ruth could be in danger from Boaz taking advantage of her.     (we know that is not necessary, but Naomi does not)
Besides, under the law of Levirate marriage (Deut 25:5-9) it is the right of the woman, not the man, to claim the right of kinsman-redeemer, so Boaz’ hands are tied.  He must wait on young and beautiful Ruth.  It is the woman who claims the goel.
Naomi gives specific instructions (wash, anoint with perfume and dress in your best).
My author sees a foreshadow of us preparing to meet God in washing (baptism), anointing (Holy Spirit) and Beautiful clothes (clothe yourselves with Christ).  Maybe!
Uncover his feet:  Because he will wake up in the night when it is cool and notice Ruth?
v. 5   Humble Ruth:  “I will do whatever you say.”    She is willing to humbly take advice on dating from a more mature woman!   Again, she shows hesed.        
Like Esther, Ruth takes the advice of a wise, experienced spiritual adviser.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     
Ruth 3:9  Marriage to a kinsman-redeemer  goel.
v. 9  I am your servant Ruth (no longer I am a Moabitess).  Her status has greatly improved, thanks to Boaz. She is now a member of the community.
“Spread the corner of your garment over me.”  Here, Ruth is, in essence, proposing to Boaz.  But, there is a double meaning
Garment-corner = kanap   but  kanapaw also means wings [of refuge]   also in Ruth 2:12.    Ruth is asking Boaz to answer his own prayer that God would spread his wings of refuge over Ruth by Boaz doing that exact thing.
Ruth:  You prayed to God that he would spread his wings of refuge over me.  Well, here is your chance to make that prayer come true!
And this applies to us.   Boaz (Jesus) wants to spread his wings of refuge over us as well.  He wants to give us a safe place to call home.
3:10   Boaz:  This kindness.   You have chosen hesed.  You could have married for love (poor) or for money (rich), but you chose to be loyal to family instead.
Another example.  Ruth does not look for a young, handsome, exciting husband.  She seeks a husband who will meet the needs of Naomi.  Again, she is practicing hesed. 
I do not suggest to young singles to look for a spouse who will meet the needs of your parents, but…  to choose carefully, and not to give you heart to just anyone.
You (disciple) should do the same—marrying within the church.
3:12  a big narrative surprise!  An unexpected twist in the plot.  Boaz is probably a cousin of Elimelek, but the unnamed potential goel is probably his brother.   Boaz has clearly thought this through before Ruth ever asked.
Boaz defends her, both from danger in the middle of the night, and from shame at being seen in the morning, which would ruin everything. They might be accused of going around the goel law.  She leaves at the break of dawn.
Boaz relies on God’s providence, rather than his own manipulations.
3:16 Lit “Who are you?”  NIV  How did it go?  In other words:  Are you now engaged, as I had hoped?  Are you Mrs. Boaz?
Let us share Ruth’s and Naomi’s happiness at the surprising turnaround, considering Ruth Ch. 1.  Hesed has produced great blessings.  But there is still tension, is there not?    
v. 18    The author leaves us in suspense as we end this episode of the love story.  We think we know what will happen, but…
Summary:
Boaz, like Jesus, is a kinsman-redeemer.  He offers bread and wine.  His desire is to redeem us and to offer us great blessings.  He wants an intimate relationship with us.
However, like Ruth, we must show hesed in return to our Boaz—to Jesus.  We must give our loyalty first to Him, and also to his people.







Ch 4  
Ruth has come all the way back, as has Naomi.  She has gone from a widowed, dispossessed foreigner to the husband of a respected head of a Hebrew household.  This is what Jesus wants to do for us.
But, there is the tension in the story.  The fear of Naomi, Boaz and Ruth is that Ruth’s reputation for kindness and humility, combined with Boaz’ integrity/strict adherence to the Law will cause Ruth to be married to the wrong guy!
But, Boaz acts both with great integrity, AND also with great wisdom/cleverness.  Boaz is faithful to God, but he is no dummy.
Jesus:  Use your money to gain friends and to win them for God!  Luke 16:9.
Ruth 4:1  “just as”  Again, we see providence, just as in Ruth 2:3,4.
Like in a movie when the police show up “just as” the hero takes down the bad guy.  Too much of a coincidence.  But not in this case!
The primary kinsman-redeemer, like Orpah earlier, does what is expected, “logical.”  In Ch 1, Orpah is not criticized for returning to Moab. She does what is logical, expected, normal.  But Ruth is praised for living by covenant-loyalty.  She does the unexpected, the extraordinary.  She is our model.
Similarly the other kinsman-redeemer is not criticized in Ruth, but Boaz exhibits hesed when he takes on both Naomi and Ruth—both impoverished widows, and one of them even a Gentile.  And God rewards him greatly as, through him, the entire world has been blessed.

The thing with the sandal comes from Deut 25:5-9.
Ruth 4:13  Ruth has gone from a Moabite daughter-in-law (1:22) to a maidservant (2:13)  to a marriable female (3:9) to a woman (4:11) to a wife (4:13)
