2 Timothy 4  I Have Fought the Good Fight
Occasion:  The “occasion” of the pastoral epistles is that Paul is nearing the end of his life and he is greatly concerned to hand on the leadership of the churches he has planted and led to his right-hand man and most influential evangelist, Timothy.   
In 2 Timothy Paul is back in prison, and will be executed, perhaps in days, but almost certainly in months.
More specifically, although this is a letter to all the churches, and to YOU, it is a letter to his most treasured partner in the ministry--Timothy.  This letter is a very intimate picture of the heart and the soul of Paul. “Timothy my true son in the faith.” (1 Tim 1:2,18)
Q: Think forward to the end of your life.  What will you be thinking about?
Will you be thinking about which superhero movies you were able to watch?
Will you be thinking about your 401-K retirement account?
No!  You will be thinking about your closest family and friends, and you will be thinking about your life—what God was able to do through you.
You will be thinking of the next gen—who you have passed your faith on to.  Joshua, Jaime, Vince, Josh Fatheree, Aaron…
You will be thinking ahead to that blessed moment when God says to you,
“Well done, my good and faithful servant.”  Matthew 25:21.
So, what is on Paul’s mind?  Answer:  2 things
1. Timothy: Preach the Word.
2. I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race.  I am crossing the finish line.
2 Tim 4:1-5   Timothy, it all comes down to this.  All the things I said in this letter and in 1 Tim, here is the bottom line.
PREACH THE WORD
Tell people about Jesus.   Share your faith.   Inviting people is fine, but make sure they hear the gospel.
The gospel:  1 Cor 15:3-4   
All the activities—prayer times, volleyball games, beach-days, even serving the poor are great, but PREACH THE WORD
v. 2  In season and out of season.
Sometimes, lots of people will be open, the church will grow, and God will use us for great things.
Sometimes people will blow us off, or will be flakey, and some will even actively oppose us.
Jim McWiggin:  “Successful” evangelism is faithful proclamation.
v. 2  Correct (admonish), rebuke and encourage.  Be prepared to mix it up with those who are less inclined.
v. 2  Be sure to teach (instruction) first, then encourage, then admonish, then rebuke.    But be prepared that not all disciples will be totally with you.
v. 3-4  This describes many if not most churches in the US.  Pray Jesus into your heart.  Once saved, always saved.   Just be a good person.    Do not count on the religious to support your work.  In fact, they will oppose you.
Illustration:  I have lots of experience with this.   Boulder.    San Diego.    
v. 5  Do not ignore all the other “stuff” of ministry.  But….  PREACH THE WORD
2 Tim 4:6-8
Illustration:  Last week Josh asked me what it is like to be nearing the end—to have a relatively short time left to your life.
My response:  Yes, what is that like, Josh?
Tonight:  Think forward 30, 50, even 70 years.
Paul is in his late 50s or 60s.
v. 6   Paul is thinking of the drink offering.   Nesek.   (Also in Phil 2:17 “But even if I am being poured out like a drink offering on the sacrifice and service doming from your faith, I am glad and rejoice with all of you”)
A nesek (Hebrew: נֶסֶך) is a biblical drink offering or libation where wine was poured out on the altar as part of ancient worship. It usually accompanied grain sacrifices in the Hebrew Bible, symbolizing a total surrender or pouring out of life to God.
Leviticus 23:13  Offered on top of a grain offering.   The grain offering was the “required” sacrifice.   The drink offering was the additional, beyond the call of duty sacrifice.   It is a voluntary offering.
Paul: I have poured out my life.
What about you?  Are you willing to be “poured out like a drink offering”?
Illustration:  Literally pour out a cup of water.
Q: What are you holding back?  Why are you holding it back?  What are you saving it for?
Q: Is Paul exaggerating here?    No!
v. 7   I don’t know about you, but I want to be able to say with Paul, as I enter my last days:
1. “I am being poured out.”   And 
2. “I have fought the good fight.  I have finished the race strong!”
Speaking of myself (and Jan), I cannot keep up with Paul, but I can say this.
I have stayed in the fight.  I am still playing volleyball, still going up on campus, still preparing lessons, still traveling to crazy places.
Maybe I should be devoting my life to my grandchildren, or to my retirement activities…
Illustration: Running in a ½ marathon.  That last mile or so, I have just a bit of an extra kick.
But… You are preparing for your retirement now!    You are building your legacy even now.   You are “fighting the good fight” this Fall.
v. 8   It may be a bit premature for you, but remember v. 8.   
Paul can see it.   It is right there!!!    That crown!
Can you see it?  Are you one who has “longed for his appearing?

Discussion Questions:
1. Is there anything you are holding back in the cup—not quite ready to pour out yet?
2. Maybe a crazy question, but what do you hope will be your legacy?
