Ruth IV The Messiah is Coming
Themes/Stories in Ruth  First of all Ruth is a story about our relationship with God through his Son—our Kinsman-Redeemer Jesus Chrsit
1. The inspiring relationship between Ruth and Naomi and also that of Boaz/Ruth.    It is about hesed     covenantal, reciprocal, loyal, faithful love.  
2. Salvation History: The story of God’s plan for the Redemption of both Jew and Gentile.  It begins with Abraham, goes through Isaac, Jacob, through David to the “branch” of David, Jesus.  But it passes through Boaz and Ruth, to Obed, Jesse and then, David.
3. Messianic foreshadows:   Boaz as Kinsman Redeemer
4. God loves the Gentile/Foreigner/Outcast
Ruth Ch 1   The tragic life of the Prodigal Daughter Naomi who, went to a foreign land, lost her husband and, later, her two sons She is alone, impoverished, vulnerable and bereft.  She has lost her place in the Promised Land, and her family line is cut off.   
So, in desperation, like the Prodigal Son, she starts for home.  
Twice she begs Orpah and Ruth:  Go home.   I have nothing to offer you.  Go back to your families where you can find husbands and make a life for yourself. 
v. 14 Orpah does what any of us would have done.  She does the logical thing. She takes the safe path. She returns home.
But not Ruth!   Incredibly, Ruth has more faith in YHWH than her mother Naomi.  
v. 16-17  Our theme verse in Ruth.
This is the picture of hesed.  Of that loyal love which is so much a theme in the entire OT.  Hesed – loyal, faithful, covenantal, reciprocal love.
Ruth forsakes her pagan/idolatrous background and identifies herself with YHWH.  
Ruth II   Meet Boaz.  Ruth is the principal figure in the Book of Ruth.  In this story, we are Ruth. We are the Gentile outsider to God’s people, brought into a safe place by our kinsman-redeemer.  But Boaz is the hero of this story. He is the messianic prefigure.   He is the kinsman-redeemer, not only of the Jews (Naomi) but also of the Gentiles (Ruth)
A.  Boaz (and Jesus) redeems the land Leviticus 25:23-28 (55)   The Promised Land is a foreshadow of heaven.   
God’s intention was for his people (and us) to possess the land forever.   
B. Boaz (and Jesus) redeems the family inheritance. Deuteronomy 25:5-9 
If a man dies without a son, her husband’s brother must marry her.  A kinsman-redeemer.
God wants us to have an enduring/eternal inheritance in heaven.
C.  God provides for the foreigner, and the poor.  Leviticus 19:9-10   
When you reap the harvest of your land, do gather the gleanings of your harvest.  Leave them for the poor and the foreigner.
This law is there to protect the poor and the foreigner.  Ruth is both!!!
Ruth 2:2-4    Ruth, at great risk to self, out of hesed for Naomi, risks her safety to ask sets out to glean in the fields.
v. 3   “As it turned out.”  She just happened to end up in Boaz’ fields. God’s providence.    v. 4 “Just then.”  Boaz arrives.    
Ruth: Let me not only glean with the women, but let me follow the men who cut the grain and make sheaves.
v. 8-9  I, your kinsman-redeemer will give you bread and will give you water.
Jesus: I am the bread of life.   Anyone who comes to me, springs of living water…
Ruth 2:11-16   Boaz attracted to Ruth because of her hesed to Naomi.  She has left home and family and fields to join herself with God’s people.  
v. 11 Jesus says to us:  I know how you left your father and mother and your homeland and came to live with God’s family. 
He wants to bless her 100-fold. So he has his men purposefully drop grain for Ruth to pick up
v. 12 Boaz’ prayer:  May you come under God’s “wings”/protection.
Like Boaz, Jesus says to us: “May the Lord repay you and richly reward you” 100-fold for what you have done.
Ruth 3:1-18
v. 1  Naomi showing hesed to Ruth.  I want to take care of you, as you have taken care of me.  I want to find a kinsman redeemer for you.
Go to the threshing floor, a public place, and show yourself to Boaz and offer yourself in marriage to him.
Naomi gives specific instructions (wash, anoint with perfume and dress in your best).
v. 5   Humble Ruth:  “I will do whatever you say.”    She is willing to humbly take advice from a more mature woman!   Again, she shows hesed.        
“Spread the corner of your garment over me.”  Here, Ruth is, in essence, proposing to Boaz.  But, there is a double meaning
Garment-corner = kanap   but  kanapaw also means wings [of refuge]   also in Ruth 2:12.    Ruth is asking Boaz to answer his own prayer that God would spread his wings of refuge over Ruth by Boaz doing that exact thing.
And this applies to us.   Boaz (Jesus) wants to spread his wings of refuge over us as well.  He wants to give us a safe place to call home.
3:10   Boaz:  This kindness.   You have chosen hesed.  You could have married for love (poor) or for money (rich), but you chose to be loyal to family instead.
3:12  a big narrative surprise!  An unexpected twist in the plot.  Boaz is probably a cousin of Elimelek, but the unnamed potential goel is probably his brother.   Boaz has clearly thought this through before Ruth ever asked.
Boaz relies on God’s providence, rather than his own manipulations.
v. 18    The author leaves us in suspense as we end this episode of the love story.  We think we know what will happen, but…
Ch 4    Jesus, the Messiah, Our Kinsman-Redeemer, is coming.  
There is the tension in the story.  The fear of Naomi, Boaz and Ruth (and of us) is that Ruth’s reputation for kindness and humility—making her a surprisingly attractive wife, despite her being a Moabitess and a former worshipper of Chemosh, combined with Boaz’ integrity/strict adherence to the Law will cause Ruth to be married to the wrong guy!
Ruth 4:1  “just as”  Again, we see providence, just as in Ruth 2:3,4.
Like in a movie when the police show up “just as” the hero takes down the bad guy.  Too much of a coincidence.  But not in this case!
Ruth 4:2-4
But, Boaz acts both with great integrity, AND also with great wisdom/cleverness.  Boaz is faithful to God, but he is no fool.
Jesus:  Be wise as serpents but harmless as doves.  Use strategy in winning the world.  (but show integrity and trust in God’s providence as well) Matt 10:16
Boaz does all this out in public.  He does this, both as a matter of integrity.  He does everything in the light, but also, as we will see, as a wise strategy to win Ruth as his wife.
As disciples of Jesus, we do what we do in the open for all to see, but we also use our brains—we do what is clever, we strategize in order to win as many to Christ as possible.
v. 4  The unnamed goel sees great financial possibilities.  From a worldly perspective, why not?  I will expand my property and provide greater inheritance for my sons and very little cost.  At the same time, I will look good in front of the community as I am putting Leviticus 25:23-28  into practice.  I will come across as a good religious person.   He is SOOOO typical.
Ruth 4:5-8  Boaz, wisely, reveals the fact that Leviticus 25:23-28, logically, comes along with Deuteronomy 25:5-9.  If he will redeem the land, he also must redeem the family line by providing an heir to Elimelek, not through Naomi, but through her daughter-in-law, Ruth.
Logically, this is a pretty good deal.  Elimelek’s brother would acquire a young, humble, respectful, hard-working and, I assume, beautiful second wife.
Even from a worldly perspective, what a deal!   
In being open, in showing integrity, in working in the open, this is the chance that Boaz took!
But, there is a catch. And here we see Boaz’ wisdom and foresight.   V. 6  I might endanger my own estate.  If I commit to hesed in this case, it would endanger my life-plan to pursue wealth and the things of the world.
You redeem it yourself!   
The primary kinsman-redeemer, like Orpah earlier, does what is expected, “logical.”  In Ch 1, Orpah is not criticized for returning to Moab. She does what is logical, expected, normal.  But Ruth is praised for living by covenant-loyalty.  She does the unexpected, the extraordinary.  She is our model.
Similarly the other kinsman-redeemer is not criticized in Ruth, but Boaz exhibits hesed when he takes on both Naomi and Ruth—both impoverished widows, and one of them even a Gentile.  And God rewards him greatly as, through him, the entire world has been blessed.
v. The thing with the sandal comes from Deut 25:5-9.   v. 8  And he removed his sandal.
Ruth 4:9-12  Boaz:  Here and now, in front of all these witnesses, I have redeemed both the land of Elimelek and Naomi, and I am also redeeming their daughter-in-law, the Gentile, Ruth.
 In this story, Boaz is Jesus, our kinsman-redeemer.  Like Boaz, Jesus has been pursuing you!  Like in Acts 17:26-27  He marked out our appointed times in history and the boundaries of our lands. God did this so that we would seek him and perhaps reach out for him and find him, though he is not far from any of us.
Jesus has bought us back.  Jesus has redeemed us.  Jesus have redeemed our land given us an eternal home.  Jesus has brought us back into God’s family.  
Ephesians 2:19  We are no longer outcasts, aliens, like sheep without a shepherd.  We are saved, We are taken care of.  We are loved. We are redeemed!!!
v. 10  We were dead in our sins (Eph 2:1), but, in Christ, we have been made alive!
v. 11 The elders speak for God here.  May you have a fruitful life in Christ.  Jesus came that we may have life, and life to the full.  100-fold blessings.
v. 11 May you (Boaz) be famous in Bethlehem.  What a great prophecy!!!
Ruth 9:13-15
Ruth has come all the way back, as has Naomi.  She has gone from a widowed, dispossessed foreigner to the husband of a respected head of a Hebrew household.  This is what Jesus wants to do for us.
Ruth 4:13  Ruth has gone from a Moabite daughter-in-law (1:22) to a maidservant (2:13)  to a marriable female (3:9) to a woman (4:11) to a wife (4:13)
But this is the story, not only of the redemption of the Gentile, Ruth.  It is also the story of the redemption of the Jew, Naomi.   God specializes in reversals of fortune.
v. 14 May you (Naomi) become famous throughout Israel!
Naomi has gone from Naomi (delight)  to Mara (bitterness).  Here, with her granddaughter in her arms, she is again Naomi!
God has taken husband and sons from you, but he has given you Ruth who is better than 7 sons!!!    (crazy in a Jewish context!)
The message: God has shown hesed to us. We, in turn, show hesed to him (and to each other!) and God will bless us in amazing ways.
Ruth 4:16-22
Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Judah, Perez… Boaz the father of Obed, the father of Jesse, the father of David.     And of course, Jesus is the “Branch from the stump of Jesse” (Isaiah 11:1-3), a branch of the righteous David (Jer 23:5) and the Son of David.    
And David the father of Solomon, and Solomon the father of….  The father of Jesus, our go-el, our kinsman-redeemer
Jesus, the one who brings us back into God’s family.  The one who not only calls us friend. Like Ruth, we are co-heirs with Christ   Romans 8:17.
Summary:
God has shown covenant-loyalty to us.  In Jesus, he is our kinsman-redeemer.  He wants to give us an eternal home in an eternal family called the Kingdom of God.
But God calls us to leave home and family—to give up everything. To give ourselves in covenant loyalty to Him and to Him alone.
And God will bless us 100 fold. He will give us land and a loving family.
