1 Thessalonians III Our Joy, Our Glory and Our Crown
The church in Thessalonica was founded by Paul in AD 50 on the second missionary journey, immediately after Philipi and before Berea.
Paul spent a bit more than three weeks in Thessalonica (for three consecutive Sabbaths), before being driven out by intense persecution, including a riot.  Why? Because they had been causing trouble “all over the world.”
1 Thessalonians is written from Athens or Corinth in AD 51 or early 52.  About a year after he had left Thessalonica.
Purpose of 1 Thessalonians.  It was written to help encourage and direct a very young church to stay strong in the faith.  
It was written for a church like ours!
1 Thessalonians 1:2-3  He remembers 
1.  Their work produced by faith.    
2.  Their labor prompted by love.     
3.  Their endurance inspired by hope in Jesus Christ.  
1 Thess 2:7-12  We are family     Three things here:
1. Paul says that “We were like young children among you.”  Open, fun, joy, learning from them.
2.  Paul describes his ministry as being like a nursing mother! 
Not just a mother… a nursing mother.    Humble, nurturing, affectionate, warm, selfless service.   like a mama bear.
V.  v. 8  Paul says “We were delighted to share not just the gospel, but our lives as well.”?
3.  Paul says that his ministry was like that of a father.
Like a child…    Like a nursing mother…   Like a father.  
Encouraging, comforting and urging.  Strong in trying circumstances.  Willing to call people out for doing wrong.   Going after dangerous people.  Planning for the future.  Setting goals.
Today:  Our Joy, Our Glory and Our Crown
1 Thess 2:13-16 
v. 13.  Paul preached the Word of God to them.
They were a Jesus church, but they were also a Bible-based church.
We are a Jesus church, first and foremost, but we are also a Bible-based church.  Why? Because it is the Word of God!
Neither the Jews in Thessalonica, not the Gentiles were appreciative of this.  But Paul kept right on preaching the Word.
In the words of Paul in 2 Tim 4:1-5  Let us continue to preach the word, whether it is popular or not.
v. 14  “Imitators” of Judea. Not talking about doing things the same way that they did them (in fact, their practice was fairly different). Imitators in the sense of receiving persecution without wavering in faith.   Just as the Jews persecuted their fellow-Jews, so the Gentiles are persecuting their fellow Gentiles.
For us, other so-called Christian believers will not be totally thrilled at our zeal and at our level of commitment as disciples.  Much of our persecution will come from people who call themselves Christians.  Be prepared.
I have experienced persecution:  Slamming doors, kicked out of a dorm, a club swung at my head, but also picketing and being called a “false teacher” from believers.     I have been called a member of a cult.
If you stick your head above the crowd, someone is going to want to whack-a-mole.   Devoted disciples attract negative attention.   Like we read in Acts 17, the Thessalonians were accused of “causing trouble all over the world.”  By who?  By the Jews
1 Thess 2:17-3:5     But.  That was great then, but this is now.  I needed to know!   I couldn’t stand not knowing how you were doing, especially because I left you during an intense persecution.
And he could not check them out on intagram.   They had very-slow-agram.
Here we see Paul’s deep emotional connection with the Thessalonians.
I am going to make this sermon today more personal—about me—than normal, because that is what Paul is doing here.
v. 17 Leaving them was like being orphaned.
Jan and I feel this way Merced church.   In three weeks I am going to Pak and Nepal.  I will miss Jan the most, my kitties second, but you all the third.
I feel this about the churches in Haiti, by the way!  I remember their faith and their suffering.   Churches I have visited who suffer great persecution, like Belarus, Myanmar, Kyrgystan, Viet Nam, China.
For Paul, traveling from Athens to Thessalonica would have taken more than two weeks each way. 
v. 17 Paul had intense longing to be with them.  He had a deep, an abiding, a lasting connection with them.   “Intense longing” is the Greek word most often translated as lust!   He made extraordinary effort to be with them.
What kind of ministry produces these feelings?
One in which we share life’s greatest moments together.
We NEED to have this kind of ministry, and how do we develop this?
v. 19  Merced Christian Church/Alpha Omega Club:  You are our joy, our glory and our crown.
“For what is our hope, our joy, or the crown in which we will glory in the presence of our Lord Jesus when he comes?  Is it not you?  Indeed you are our glory and our joy.”
Wait, I thought our hope, glory and our joy was Jesus.
OK, please forgive Paul for not mentioning this.  He is human and he has emotions.  
Jesus is my hope, my joy and my glory, but y’all are the frosting on the cake.
I don’t know about you, but I really like the frosting.  Especially Jan’s frosting.  It tastes great!
Seriously, though, on Judgment Day, you will be our joy and our crown in which we will glory.
I am so proud of you! We (Jan) are so proud of you!
Picture it today.  Josh standing there with Julio.    Aaron standing there with David.  Jan standing there with Janai.
All that “stuff” (and there is plenty of that!) is worth it!
Allison shared how great it is to “see all these young people.”
I cannot believe I get to play volleyball with all these 18-23-year-olds!
Paul was very proud of the Thessalonians.
I feel this way about all of you here this morning!  You do me proud.
3:1  So…   A poor chapter division.   Paul could not take the two weeks each way minimum to come visit them (293 miles).  His anxiety became intolerable.
Wait a minute, Paul, Jesus said not to worry.  Do not worry about your self.
Yes.  He said not to worry about self, not about your fellow disciples!!!
So he sent his right hand guy Timothy.
They did not exactly have the internet (or even that old fashioned thing called a phone)  Athens to Thessaloniki  5 hr 18 min by car.    55 minutes by air    5 hr 12 min by train.  Or a ferry  27 hr 50 min.
To send Timothy would be like being abandoned in Athens with all those prideful philosophers and relatively little fruit (Acts 17), but he did it!  Why?  Because he loved the Thessalonians and he HAD to know how they were doing.
v. 4-5  Honestly, I was worried about you, but I am now ashamed that I had doubted you.
Realistically, young Christians are more affected by persecution and hardship.
1 Thess 3:6-13
v. 6 We expect to look back to many pleasant memories of hiking in Yosemite, Pinnacles, beach days, baptisms, beating Fresno on our sports nights,…
v. 7  When we are tired and even a bit lonely, we will be encouraged by you.
v. 8  Now we really live.  Wow!   Why?  Because you will be standing firm in the Lord.  Yes?
v. 9-10  We cannot explain how deeply gratified and joyful we feel at the changes which have happened in you.
Michael Aguilar.  The transformation is almost beyond belief.
Josh Brumett
Allison who was largely in her shell in her house getting out of herself and serving so many.
Janai, who came to us in some ways broken—I see your joy and it fills my heart.
v. 10  We will continue to pray for you.  Night and day.  Not strong enough.   Greek:  hyperekperrisou    We hyper, super very much pray for you
v. 11-13 is a prayer.   v. 11 “clear the way” is in the singular.  Jesus and the Father are treated as one.  The “trinity” doctrine in the first recorded Christian document!
His prayer:  That your love for one another, and also for the lost (everyone else) come gushing out in overflowing torrents.
v. 13 “comes with all his holy ones” a segway to the next section about the second coming.
Summary:
As a church, we are a Jesus church, but we are also a Bible-based church. Why? Because it is the Word of God!!!
Remember, when we preach the Word of God, persecution will be an inevitable consequence.
But most of all:
You are our Joy, Our Glory, Our Hope and our Crown.
Let us build a church in which the joy and passion for one another is like what we see in the relationship of Paul with the Thessalonians.
