1 Thessalonians IV The Coming of the Lord
The church in Thessalonica was founded by Paul in AD 50 on the second missionary journey, immediately after being beaten and jailed in Philipi and before Berea.
Paul spent a bit more than three weeks in Thessalonica (for three consecutive Sabbaths), before being driven out by intense persecution, including a riot.  Why? Because they had been causing trouble “all over the world.”
1 Thessalonians is written from Athens or Corinth about a year after he had left Thessalonica.
1 Thessalonians 1:2-3  He remembers 
1.  Their work produced by faith.    
2.  Their labor prompted by love.     
3.  Their endurance inspired by hope in Jesus Christ.  
1 Thess 2:7-12  We are family     Three things here:
1. Paul says that “We were like young children among you.”  Open, fun, joy, learning from them.
2.  Paul describes his ministry as being like a nursing mother! 
Not just a mother… a nursing mother.    Humble, nurturing, affectionate, warm, selfless service.   like a mama bear.
V.  v. 8  Paul says “We were delighted to share not just the gospel, but our lives as well.”?
3.  Paul says that his ministry was like that of a father.
Encouraging, comforting and urging.  Strong in trying circumstances.  Willing to call people out for doing wrong.   Going after dangerous people.  Planning for the future.  Setting goals.
1 Thess 2:17  Paul felt orphaned by his absence from the Thessalonians.
1 Thess 2:19 “For what is our hope, our joy, or the crown in which we will glory in the presence of our Lord Jesus when he comes?  Is it not you?  Indeed you are our glory and our joy.
1 Thess 3:8  Now we really live.  Wow!   Why?  Because you will be standing firm in the Lord.  Yes?
You are our Joy, Our Glory, Our Hope and our Crown.
1 Thessalonians IV  The Coming (Parousia) of the Lord
1 Thess 4:1-8   Practicals of Christian Living
As for the other matters.  Paul has already finished with the main reason he wrote this letter—which was to express his almost indescribable joy at the report of Timothy of their faithfulness, their work produced by faith, their labor prompted by love and their endurance inspired by hope in the Lord Jesus Christ.
But, Timothy had brought back news of some other issues among the disciples in this young church.   No surprise there!
v. 2  We ask and urge.  Redundant.  Listen up!  Pay very careful attention here!!  This is really important!!!
v. 3  They have been living sanctified lives, and they have been avoiding sexual immorality.   Good!!!  Especially for a young church with no mature disciples!
But Paul is aware that there is always a danger that our original zeal will wane and that we will backslide in these areas.
Also, the Graeco-Roman culture was extremely lax in sexual matters—probably even worse than our current situation.   Sex outside of marriage, especially for the wealthy was not even an issue.  Besides, worship at temples included sex with temple prostitutes.  Homosexuality, especially with younger boys, was in some cases actually praised.  You can guess which gender was allowed this “pleasure!” Marital fidelity was not expected.  At all.
The biblical standard is radically different, to put it mildly! Paul is very concerned!
v. 4 raises an interesting interpretational question.   What does “control your own body” mean?   The Greek word is, literally “vessel”, which has been interpreted as body, or (Augustine and others) as wife.  Well, those are two very different intepretations!   Also,  the word “control” can also mean “acquire”
control your body carefully       or     acquire a wife carefully  (not control your wife or acquire a body )    
If so, then the letter is only addressing ½ the church.  
For this sermon we will assume control your body.   Keep your body pure of passionate lust.
v. 6  No one should take advantage of a brother or sister in this way.
This relates to how we date, and even how we “acquire a spouse.”  There is a reason we encourage friendship dating, double dating, not being alone together in most situations, dating only within our family of churches.   We seek to have “not even a hint of sexual immorality” (Ephesians 5:3)  God will punish such sins.
Brothers: respect your sisters.  Treat them as sisters, not as potential girlfriends.  And if we have female visitors/friends do not even think about trying to date them.  Let them come to Christ and even be in Christ for a time first!
I am not, as Paul, giving instruction by the authority of the Lord Jesus (v. 2), but I am pleading with you.  (1 Thess 5:12 Those who are over you) And “rejecting this instruction is rejecting God (v. 8)
1 Thess 4:9-12  v. 9-10 totally applies to this church! 
Now about brotherly love…
 This is phileo, not agape.  It is about friendship and family love.    We love being together.  We have so much fun together.  We root for our intramural volleyball team.   And we have spiritual relationships.  But let’s do so even more (v. 10).
v. 11-12   Ambition for things of this life is fine, but let our principal ambitions be spiritual ones.  You do not need to be the top-flight surgeon or the CEO of a company.  You do not need to be an internet influencer with 5 million subscribers.  In fact, these ambitions can be counter-productive.  Do not strive restlessly for the things of the world.   No workaholics.  
Your “ambition” should be to lead a quiet life and mind your own business.
In other words, mow your lawn, be a good citizen, help your neighbor, keep your car clean.  Do not stick out in a bad way in these areas.
So you can “win the respect of outsiders.”
My commentator:  In one sense the disciple should live without regard to the opinion of the world (as they behave as citizens of the Kingdom of God), but in another sense, we should always have in mind the opinion of the world (in non-kingdom-related matters), so as to bring credit on the faith.
1 Thess 4:13-18  About end-times…   Apparently there was a lot of talk and even controversy in Thessalonica about end-times and the immanent return of Christ.
Paul will clear this up, but the main point:  1 Thess 3:18 and 4:11 Encourage one another with these words.
Many in the church expected to be alive when Jesus came back. What about those who have died?  What will be their fate?
2000 years later, this is not an issue for us!!!  (we are well aware that most believers will not be alive when Christ comes back)  
Paul will correct some wrong thinking, but this is not a salvation issue!
So, what will the second coming of Jesus—the Day of the Lord—be like?
This is something we do not talk about much—maybe as an over-reaction to those who are REALLY into end-time talk.  Dispensational Premillennialism, with its Rapture, Tribulation, Armageddon, Antichrist, 1000 year earthly reign of Christ, etc.  Left Behind…
We are fortunate the Thessalonians had a problem here, because it caused Paul to tell us about end-times.
The main point: 
We should have great hope and expectation for the second advent of Christ.
Why?  v. 14 Because Jesus died and was raised.
Therefore, we believe that we who die will also be raised.
Except, of course, for those who are still alive when Christ comes.
v. 15  The coming of the Lord.  Greek parousia  lit  presence
1 Cor 15:20-23   (spiritual) death came through one man (Adam). The resurrection also comes through one man (Jesus). In Adam, all die, in Jesus all are made alive.
Christ first (to be resurrected), then when he comes (at the parousia) those who belong to him.  Then the end will come and the new will begin.  v. 42-43.
1 Thess 4:16-17  What will this coming/presence be like?  
v. 16   A trumpet sound  (also Matthew 24:31  A loud trumpet call, and they will gather his elect from the four winds, from one end of the heavens to another.
Reminds of the Jewish Feast of Trumpets.  rosh hashannah, yom teruah. 
The Jewish New Year.   On the day of the New Moon, the ram’s horn/trupet was blown. (Lev 23:23-25)
Jewish tradition:   Rosh Hashannah was symbolic of God’s judgement.
Rabbis:  Pull an all nighter because you “do not know the day or the hour.” (Matthew 24:36)
It was a day devoted to reflection and repentance
The language is of a royal procession.  The people leave the city to greet the arriving king and accompany him into the city.   Like Palm Sunday
This is no “rapture,” with us taken away, leaving behind the sinful.  It is a procession.  v. 17 First he dead in Christ, then those alive in Christ will be “caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord, and to accompany him as he comes to bring heaven to earth.
And there definitely is not a tribulation after this, and certainly not a 1000 year reign of Christ on the earth.
Revelation 21:1-2  The new heaven comes down to the earth.  We will not be like disembodied spirits, floating in the clouds.  We will be in transformed physical bodies in a physical world in which heaven has come down to us.  Heaven will come to us.
1 Cor 15:52-57  We will be changed.  We will inherit imperishable, immortal bodies.  This is the same event.  Both involve a trumpet that will sound.
The risen Christ in Luke and John is a picture of what our resurrected bodies will be like.
Romans 8:11  He who raised Christ will also raise you and give life to your mortal bodies (making them immortal).   (also Romans 8:23-25?  “the redemption of our bodies.”
1 Thess 4:18  Therefore encourage one another wit these words.
Let’s do this!
Talk to your neighbor about what it will be like if you are alive when Jesus comes back.  What will you hear?  What will you see?  What will you feel? Have fun with this!!!
Quote from 2nd century Christian:
“If any righteous one among them passes from the world, they rejoice and offer thanks to God; and they escort the body as if he were setting out from one place to another place near.”
But there is more.  1 Thess 5:1-11  The Parousia part II.
Summary:
Let us be sanctivied/live holy lives.
Let us avoid even a hint of sexual immorality, and pursue male/female relationships in a godly way—not taking advantage of our brothers or sisters
Let us love one another with phileo—brotherly affection.
Let us lead quiet lives, avoiding the extremes of worldly ambition.
Let us be encouraged by the hope and certainty of the Parousia—the coming of Christ, when we will resurrected to immortal bodies, and be with Christ for eternity.
