1 Thessalonians V The Day of the Lord
The church in Thessalonica was founded by Paul in AD 50 on the second missionary journey.  Paul wrote this letter from Corinth about a year later.
His principle purpose in this letter is to express his love for the Thessalonians and to encourage them for their progress in the faith.
1 Thessalonians 1:2-3  He remembers their work produced by faith, their labor prompted by love, and their endurance inspired by hope in Jesus Christ.  
1 Thess 2:7-12
1. Paul says that “We were like young children among you.”  Open, fun, joy, learning from them.
2.  Paul says “We were like a nursing mother! Among you.  Nurturing, affectionate, selfless service.   like a mama bear.
3.  Paul says that his ministry was like that of a father.   Encouraging, comforting and urging.  
1 Thess 2:17  Paul felt orphaned by his absence from the Thessalonians.
1 Thess 2:19 “For what is our hope, our joy, or the crown in which we will glory in the presence of our Lord Jesus when he comes?  Is it not you?  Indeed you are our glory and our joy.
Last week:  1 Thess 4:1-12   Practicals of Christian Living
We both ask and urge you in this young church to avoid sexual immorality.
v. 6  No one should take advantage of a brother or sister in this way.  We applied this to how we date and approach marriage in a way radically different from the world. 
And to continue to show brotherly love.
1 Thess 4:13-18  About end-times…     They had asked a question about this.
Paul clears up a false concept, but, more importantly encourages them.
Not only will those who have died be part of the resurrection.  They will precede those of us who are alive when Christ comes back.
What will it be like?  A loud trumpet call.   Like the Jewish Feast of Trumpets.
The dead in Christ will rise, and afterward, those who are alive when He comes. 
We will go and meet him in the “air” and accompany Him as he brings heaven to earth.    No “rapture.”  No “tribulation”   No Antichrist ruling.  No 1000 year reign of Jesus in Jerusalem.
v. 15  The coming of the Lord.  Greek parousia  lit  presence
The main point: 
We should have great hope and expectation for the second advent of Christ.
Why?  v. 14 Because Jesus died and was raised.
Therefore, we believe that we who die will also be raised.
Revelation 21:1-2  The new heaven comes down to the earth.  We will not be like disembodied spirits, floating in the clouds.  We will be in transformed physical bodies in a physical world in which heaven has come down to us
1 Thess 4:18  Therefore encourage one another with these words.   AMEN???
But there is more.  1 Thess 5:1-11  The 2nd Coming of Christ—the parousia part II.
Last week:  What will happen.  This week:  How should we, therefore, live, in light of the second coming of Jesus—the parousia?
Which is more important—knowing what will happen at the second coming, or how you live your life in anticipation of the second coming?
Q:  Does the fact that Jesus is coming again affect how you live?
Rem:  There are two ways we take part in this.
1. We “are left alive.”  We will hear the trumpet call, and we will go to meet him in the air.     Or
2. We die, we wait, we are raised, and we meet him in the air.    

1 Thess 5:1-11   About the dates and the times we do not need to write you…   This “dates and times” are not important!!!   This is a waste of time and energy and a distraction.  
Like Isaac Newton said (with respect to Daniel and end-times)  
The folly of Interpreters has been, to foretell times and things, by this Prophecy, as if God designed to make them Prophets. By this rashness they have not only exposed themselves, but brought the Prophecy also into contempt. The design of God was much otherwise. He gave this and the Prophecies of the Old Testaments, not to gratify men's curiosities by enabling them to foreknow things, but that after they were fulfilled they might be interpreted by the event; and his own Providence, not the Interpreters, be then manifested thereby to the world. For the event of things predicted many ages before, will then be a convincing argument that the world is governed by providence
Why is this a waste of time and a distraction to speculate on this?      Because it will come like a thief.
A smart thief comes when you least expect it. When you are asleep.
v. 2  The Day of the Lord.   A very common phrase (26 times) in the OT, but relatively rare in the NT.
The Day of the Lord is a “day” when God intervenes in human history to judge his enemies and/or to save his people.
Joel 1:15 Alas for the day! for the day of the LORD is at hand, and as a destruction from the Almighty shall it come.
Joel 2:1 Blow ye the trumpet in Zion, and sound an alarm in my holy mountain: let all the inhabitants of the land tremble: for the day of the LORD cometh, for it is nigh at hand;
Joel 2:11 And the LORD shall utter his voice before his army: for his camp is very great: for he is strong that executeth his word: for the day of the LORD is great and very terrible; and who can abide it?
Joel 2:31 The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood, before the great and the terrible day of the LORD come.
Joel 3:14 Multitudes, multitudes in the valley of decision: for the day of the LORD is near in the valley of decision
v. 3 While people are saying “peace and safety” “Destruction will come on them (Those not in Christ) suddenly, as labor pains on a pregnant woman.”    (not sure how Paul knows about that, but…)
It will be too late!!! 
The second coming will be “sudden and inevitable.”
Jeremiah 6:14    They are saying “Peace, Peace!” when there is no peace.
v. 4  But we are different, are we not?   This day will not surprise us.  We will be ready, yes?
It is like you, when you had your hand in the cookie jar.
If you’d known your mom was about to enter the room.
Like me, last week, downstairs slightly unclothed, and Joshua walked in.
Illustration:  In Caracas, the thief, wisely, distracted us.
This is Satan’s goal:  To distract you from your service to and love for Christ and his kingdom.
One method: To get you to focus a LOT of attention on end-times, rather than living the Christian life!
Q: Why is this unhelpful?
1. Because it is impossible for you to know it.       Besides:
2. You should already be living as if it may come tomorrow (the main point of our sermon today)
Jesus Matthew 24:36-41     Not even the Son knows.
“There is one thing certain about the timing of the Lord’s return, and that is that we cannot be certain about its timing.”  Leon Morris.
Satan’s method #1   To get us to focus all of our attention on the dates and times.
The other method:  To get you to forget that it is coming at all.
2 Peter 3:3-4   They will say, “where is this coming”  (like they did with Noah.  Where is this supposed “flood?”  
If you knew Jesus was going to come back later today, would you be spending time on that pornography web site?   Would you spend 4 hours doom scrolling on Instagram?
Jesus will come when you least expect him.
So, how should we live?
Answer: Live as if he might come back today!  Be ready at all times!!!
Well, live that way!   (remember the illustration from Milwaukee)
1 Thess 5:4-8
v. 6  Let us be awake.  Let us be ready at any moment for the 2nd coming of Christ.
If you knew Jesus was going to come back tomorrow, what would you do today?
OK, well, do it!!!  When?   Today (or maybe tomorrow)
Would you be studying for next week’s test?   Would you be concerned about your next promotion at work?
Here is the deal:
1. We need to live as if Jesus will come back tomorrow.          AND
2. We need to live as if he will not come back any time soon.      (his earlier advice to live a quiet, respectable life so you may win the respect of outsiders.
v. 8  Let us live sober lives, full of faith, love and hope.  (1 Cor 13)
We live in the shadow of the second coming of Jesus.
Matt 24:42-44 Therefore, keep watch (like the Feast of Trumpets). Keep ready!
2 Peter 3:10-14   Live holy and godly lives.      Make every effort to be found spotless, blameless and at peace with him.
Q: What about your house/apartment.  Is it ready for the bridegroom to come in?
Like when uninvited guests come over and the house is a total mess. Uh Oh.
Once you clean up your house, help your neighbor, your fellow student, your co-worker, your family member become ready for the second coming of Christ.
For us:  We are good to go.  We are ready.  Our hands are not in the cookie jar.  We are properly clothed.  Our lamps are full.   Bring it on.
v. 9.  All of us, despite all efforts to be ready at any moment, will still have a few imperfections in our house.  Aren’t you glad for the grace of God for that?
It is not about perfection.  It is about making every possible effort to be ready at any moment for the Day of the Lord.  Whether we are awake (still alive when he comes) or asleep (dead in Christ), we can have great confidence in our hope of salvation, of our future resurrection to our new, immortal resurrection bodies in which we will live with Him forever!!!
v. 11  Therefore, encourage one another, and build one another up!
Say this to your neighbors  Brother, sister.  You got this!!!
Summary:
About the dates and times:  Let us not waste our time or energy in needless speculation about end times.
Let us remember that, although no one knows the day or the hour, the Day of the Lord is both a day of salvation for those who are in Christ, and a day of judgment for those who are not.
The main point of all this is that we need to be awake and sober.  We need to keep watch.  We need to live holy and godly lives.  Then we can be VERY confident as we wait for the Day of the Lord.
So, you got this.  Let us be encouraged and let us encourage one another with these words.

