1 Thessalonians VI Pray Continually
His principle purpose in this letter is to express his love for the Thessalonians and to encourage them for their progress in the faith of this very young church.
1 Thessalonians 1:2-3  He remembers their work produced by faith, their labor prompted by love, and their endurance inspired by hope in Jesus Christ.  
1 Thess 2:17  Paul felt orphaned by his absence from the Thessalonians.
1 Thess 2:19 “For what is our hope, our joy, or the crown in which we will glory in the presence of our Lord Jesus when he comes?  Is it not you?  Indeed you are our glory and our joy.
1 Thess 4:13-18  About end-times…    
A. What will it be like?   A loud trumpet call.  The dead in Christ will rise, and afterward, those who are alive when He comes will go and meet him in the “air” and accompany Him as he brings heaven to earth.  We will not go to heaven, heaven will come to us.   No “rapture.”  No “tribulation”   No Antichrist ruling.  No 1000 year reign of Jesus in Jerusalem.
We should have great hope and expectation for the second advent of Christ—the parousia.
Why?  v. 14 Because Jesus died and was raised in an immortal body—the firstfruits of the dead.  And therefore, so shall we.
1 Thess 4:18  Therefore encourage one another with these words.   AMEN???
Part II  1 Thess 5:1-11  How should we live in the light of of the second coming of Jesus—the parousia?
1 Thess 5:1-11   About the dates and the times we do not need to write you…   Why? Because “dates and times” are not important!!!   What is important is to be ready!  
v. 3 While people are saying “peace and safety” “Destruction will come on them (Those not in Christ) suddenly, as labor pains on a pregnant woman
The second coming will be “sudden and inevitable.”
Satan’s goal:  To distract you from being ready for the 2nd Coming of Jesus.
One method: To get you to focus a LOT of attention on end-times, rather than living the Christian life.
Very unhelpful!
His other method is to get us to ignore or deny that Jesus will come back.
2 Peter 3:3-4   They will say, “where is this coming”  (like they did with Noah.  Where is this supposed “flood?”   But we know it will come “like a theif in the night.”
If you knew Jesus was going to come back today or tomorrow, what would you do with your time?  So do it!
So, how should we live?
Answer: 1. Live as if he might come back today!  Be ready at all times!!!
2. Live as if he may not come back in your lifetime, or that of your children and grandchildren.  Build the kingdom of God here and leave a spiritual legacy.
1 Thess 5:4-8
v. 6  Let us be awake.  Let us be ready at any moment for the 2nd coming of Christ.
v. 8  Let us live sober lives, full of faith, love and hope.  (1 Cor 13)
2 Peter 3:10-14   Live holy and godly lives.      Make every effort to be found spotless, blameless and at peace with him.
v. 11  Therefore, encourage one another, and build one another up!
1 Thess 5:12-28   Final thoughts for a young church
1 Thess 5:12-13    Acknowledge and hold in highest regard those who are over you in the Lord.   Greek: Muchisiisimo regard.   Beyond exceedingly, abundantly regard.       
The mature in Christ are like a safety net for you.  Listen to them, imitate them, follow their example.
This is a bit difficult for me to teach (hold me in highest regard…), but, fortunately, I wrote a book on this topic when I was not one of these leaders. 
Golden Rule Membership       The thesis:
Treat your leaders the way you would want to be treated if you were the leader.
Leon Morris:  “Good leaders need good followers.”
Golden Rule Membership.    If you were the leader of this group or this church or whatever….     How would you want to be treated?
You would want them to listen to you—to hold you in high regard.
You would want people to follow your lead, and to do so willingly--
You disagree?    Say nothing most of the time.   If you were the leader, would you want “carping criticism?” (Leon Morris)
Or say something, but like this.    I do not agree.   I think we should do it like this, but one thing you can count on.   I am going to support you 100%
I want a leader who is looking forward, not back.
We need to cover our leader’s back!!!!
Heb 13:7  Imitate their faith, not their mistakes!
Whose faith should you imitate?  Matthew 7:20  By their fruit you will recognize them.   Do not look at the quality of their arguments, or the power of their words.  Look at the outcome of their lives.
Heb 13:17    Authority based on willingly offering yourself.  Not forced.  
Who is hurt if you resist or undermine your leaders?
The leader says we want to start a new ministry over here, offer yourself to that work.   Or… maybe not.   I would if I could.  We want to plant a new church….   Willingly offer yourself.
[Judges 5:2   “When the princes of Israel take the lead and the people willingly offer themselves, praise the Lord.]
For myself, I think about George Havins.  I think about Linda Brumley.  I think about Gregg Marutzky and Robert Carrillo and Tom Brown.
1 Thess 5:14-15   This is an admonition about discernment. We have biblical admonitions to encourage one another, love one another, bear with one another, teach, admonish and even rebuke one another.   Which? To whom? When?
a. Warn the idle and disruptive.     The Greek word:  A military term for those who step out of line.
This is the person who drags their feet.  “culpable idleness”  This is the person who spends more time and energy criticizing what the church is doing than actually doing something.
Who is idle?  This requires discernment, wisdom, prayer.
What should you do?  Warn them.  noutheteo admonish Hey: Knock it off!  That is not acceptable.
But… Do not become the official church warner!  This would be the one you are close to.
b. Encourage the disheartened (timid).    This is the person who, normally, is a fairly strong disciple, but is temporarily disheartened because of a recent circumstance.
Loss of a loved one.    Failure in school.   Got fired.    Recent acute illness.   Breakup of a romantic relationship.   A close friend left the Lord.
What should you do?  Encourage.  We are here for you.  We understand why you are not blowing it out spiritually right now.  We are in it for the long run.   You are going to be OK.   Things will turn in a better direction.  
Do not pressure them to be fired up and fully engaged.   Illustration: Sister in San Diego whose husband died.
c. Help the weak.  Weak spiritually.  Or possibly physically with chronic illness.  People with long-term circumstances for which they will probably struggle.
Disabled, Extreme trauma in the past, Mental illness, Single mom of five children.
For this person, saying:  It will get better will not be helpful!!!     Andy is in this situation to some extent.    He is limited, due to his responsibilities.
What should we do.  Admonish?  NO!!!   Help.   Mow his grass, give him a ride.  Give him some space.  Make allowances.
Help.
v. 14  Whether idle, disheartened or weak.  Show patience with the failings of all.
If you are an impatient person, you will not be able to help any of the three types.
1 Thess 5:16-18   And by the way, pray!    How often?   All the time.
Rejoice always   Pray about the present.   Pray about what God is doing and be thankful.
Pray continually.   Pray about the future.  Pray for God to step in.  
Give thanks in all circumstances   Pray about the past.
The Fellowship Offering (peace offering)   Thanking God for his blessings.
Three types of fellowship offerings:

Free-will offering (Lev 22:23)   Praying about the present

Vow-offering  (Lev 11:16, 22:23)   Praying about the future.

Thank-offering (Lev 7:11-15)   Praying about the past.

Spend time praying.        And
Live a prayerful life.    A life where, at any moment, you can stop, listen to the Holy Spirit and connect with God.
On-the-go prayer.      You are feeling frustrated because the light is not turning green.   Pray.          You have a momentary feeling of discouragement.  Pray
My Thessalonian friends:   No matter what happens, just keep praying.
1 Thess 5:19   Do not put out the Spirit’s fire.
Two ways we can pour cold water on what the Holy Spirit wants to do in our lives:
1. By sinning (obviously)
2. By not listening to the Holy Spirit, by failing to pray.
Gal 5:16  Walk by the Spirit (category 2) and you will avoid sin (category 1)
Gal 5:18  Be led by the Spirit as you pray continually.
Galatians 5:25  Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit.
Can I get an Amen?!
Summary:
Be the kind of member who gives glory to God.  Support and encourage those who are over you in the Lord.
Learn discernment.    Idle? Admonish    Discouraged?  Encourage    Weak? Help.
Pray in all circumstances.  Be a prayerful person.  Have times of prayer, but perhaps even more importantly, live a prayerful life.
Do not quench the Spirit.  Instead walk by the Spirit and keep in step with the Spirit.



