In Christ

Q:  What is the most common expression in the New Testament to describe a saved person?  Christian?  Disciple?  Saved?  No.   It is “in Christ.”
In Christ, In Him, In the Lord 164 times in Paul alone.
We will talk about life in Christ, but first let us consider that, at one time, we were outside of Christ.
Ephesians 2:1-3 As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, in which you used to live when you followed the ways of this world and the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient. All of us also lived among them at one time, gratifying the cravings of our flesh and following its desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature objects of wrath…
Dead     Gratifying the flesh    Objects of wrath.
Ephesians 2:12 Remember that at that time you were separate from Christ, excluded from citizenship in Israel and foreigners to the covenants of the promise, without hope and without God in the world.
Separate    Excluded    Foreigners    Without hope and without God.
This was not good!
And this is the vast majority of everyone you know!!!
But I have good news if you have come into Christ!
So how do we get into Christ?
Gal 3:26-27,  Rom 6:3-4
Do we believe into Christ?  Do you pray into Christ?  Do we confess into Christ?  Do we repent into Christ?
Analogy of a house, where inside the house represents being in Christ.  Maybe believing is the driveway to the house, confessing is the walkway to the door and repenting is opening the lock to the door.  But baptism is when we go through the door.
Analogy of a marriage.
Matthew 22:1-14 Parable of the Wedding Banquet
22:11-13 But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was not wearing wedding clothes.  He was not clothed with Christ!!!  “How did you get in here without wedding clothes, friend?” The man was speechless.  Then the king told the attendants, “Tie him, hand and foot, and throw him outside, into the darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”
Consider all that we have in Christ:
I. We are redeemed in Christ.
Eph 1:7 In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riches of his grace.
Coll 1:13-14 For he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the Son he loves, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.
Redeemed: A religious word we do not use in ordinary conversation.
Wikipedia:  the action of regaining or gaining possession of something in exchange for payment, or clearing a debt.
Analogy of a pawn shop.  You were the property of Satan, but in Christ you were redeemed from slavery to Satan.
We were slaves in Egypt.  We could not worship God (Exodus 7:16)
Pharaoh (Satan) owned us.
Jn 8:34-35  Everyone who sins is a slave to sin.
We desperately needed to be redeemed.
John 8:36  If the Son sets you free (redeems you) you will be free indeed.
Illustration:  Hosea and Gomer
Hosea 2:5  “She said, ‘I will go after my lovers, who give me my food and my water, my wool and my linen, my olive oil and my drink.” (Hosea 2:5).  
She had completely destroyed the relationship with Hosea. 
Logically, Hosea should have moved on to find a woman who would be faithful to him.
Yet, this is not what God did with us. No; instead he redeemed us—he bought us back.
Hosea 3:1-3  “Go show your love to your wife again, though she is loved by another man and is an adulteress. Love her as the Lord loves the Israelites, though they turn to other gods and love the sacred raisin cakes.” (Hosea 3:1) 
He paid the prostitute’s price in order to redeem Gomer to himself. 
God has purchased us back from our slave master and loved us even though we had prostituted ourselves. 
1 Cor 6:20   You were bought at a price.
Q: If you are a baptized believer, do you feel redeemed?
Q: How do you feel about being redeemed?
Q: How do you feel about the one who redeemed you?
II.  We are Holy/Saints/Sanctified in Christ
1 Cor 1:2  to those sanctified in Christ Jesus.
Philippians 1:1 Saints/Holy   “To all God’s holy people (saints) in Christ Jesus at Philippi”
In our culture talking about holiness is like talking about walking on Mars.
Were you a saint outside of Christ?
Holy 200 times in NT  godes
400 times in OT  goddis    (ex. The Saints will possess it forever Dan 7:18)
It means a thing set apart so that it can be used by God.
In Christ we are made holy, clean, pure, and useful to God.
I want to be useful to God!
Holy, Holy, Holy is the Lord of Hosts. (Isaiah 6:3, Revelation 4:8)
Holiness is one of God’s qualities.  In Christ we become like God!!!!
Illustration of woman who was a prostitute who was baptized.
The world sees holiness as of no value.  In fact, they think of it as a negative thing.
Q: Do you feel holy/sanctified in Christ. What is the value to you of being sanctified?
Already but not yet.
[bookmark: _Hlk19431904]Some of the things we are in Christ are also what we are becoming and what we will ultimately be.
It is “Already, but not yet.”
We were saved at baptism, we are being saved and we ultimately  and finally be saved.
We have been redeemed.  We are being redeemed.  We will be redeemed.
We were made holy.  We are being made holy and we will be holy.
Paul describes us as what we are becoming in Christ.	
We need to emotionally accept as true what God has done to us in Christ.
We need to embrace how God is still making us these things in Christ.
We need to anticipate with great joy what God will finally make us in Christ at the end of time. 
But… Let us be glad that God sees us as he will make us—as the final result.
III You Are Righteous in Christ

My experience:  Most people want to be good.

Even Mafia dons want to be liked for being “good” to their people.

My experience in Buena Vista prison.

On campus:  “I’m good.”

The problem is that, outside of Christ, we are not good.

Mark 10:17-19   No one is good.

Romans 3:9-12    No one is righteous; not even one.

Merrian Webster:   “free from guilt or sin : morally right or justified.”

But in Christ….

God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. (2 Corinthians 5:21)

God imparts to us righteousness

What is more, I consider everything a loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things. I consider them garbage, that I may gain Christ and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ—the righteousness that comes from God on the basis of faith. (Philippians 3:8–9)

Outside of Christ you were not good.

What would you pay to be “good?”    

Well, guess what, the price is paid.

Challenge:  If God has made us righteous, If God has declared us righteous, then let us become what he has made us. Let us hate sin and life for righteousness.

IV. You Are Alive in Christ

[Eph 2:1-4    You were dead in your sins, but God made you alive.]  

We were dead. 
Q: What are dead people like?
Our spiritual respiration rate was zero. 
Our spiritual pulse was flatlined. 
We were unresponsive to spiritual stimulus.
We were dead men (or women) walking.    

Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. For we know that since Christ was raised from the dead, he cannot die again; death no longer has mastery over him. The death he died, he died to sin once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God.
In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus. (Romans 6:8–11)

We die with Christ, but we are resurrected with him.  
We move from being spiritually dead to being spiritually alive. 
Which would you prefer, to be spiritually dead, or to be spiritually alive?

But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. For since death came through a man, the resurrection of the dead comes through a man. For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made alive. (1 Corinthians 15:20–22)

If you are in Christ, then you have been given a second chance.  What would you pay for that? What are you going to do with this second chance?


Summary:
Have you been baptized into Christ?  Great!!!

If not, we need to spend some time in the dressing room, getting ready to put on new clothes—to put on Christ!

If so, great!!!!   Let us celebrate!!!   Why?
Because you are Redeemed in Christ
You are Holy/Sanctified in Christ
You are Righteous in Christ    and
You are alive in Christ.
